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Gentlemen: in the COM MISSION 
of the PEACE. 


OR, 


An Account of ſome late extraordinary Pro- 
ceedings of a couple of V, eſtminſter Fuſti- 
ces againſt a Gentleman, for ſtanding the 
Friend of an innocent Perſon committed to 
the Gate-Houſe, on Suſpicion of Felony; For 

the Benefit of the Subject, faithfully and truly 
ſtated, with large Ob/er vat ions thereon, onthe 
Duty of a Fuſtice of Peace, on Goals, and 
on the State of the Law, in general, With 
ſome Reflef729ns on our preſent political and 
A 1 Diſputes. 
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In a rn e Repreſentation to a NOBLE LORD. 
| — 
Quid Domini faci ant mba cum Talia Fares ? Virg. 


© By the Statute of Edward 3. Juſtices of Peace muſt be good Men and 
Lawful. No Maintainers of Evil, but moderate in the Execution ö 
the Laws. Fr Magiſtrates are Men, and Men kave always at- 
tend ing on them two Miniſters, Libido et Iracundia. Men of hir 
Nature do SUBJUGATE the free Subje&. Clerks can do much, 
, Children more, and Wives moſt, —OLD MAIDS not 8 littie, 


Mr. Bond's Speech in Parliament, 
Townſend's Collections, 2. 27 5. 


0 Let not your G OO 1 be Evil * 17 Rom. 14. 16. 
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James's, and 7. Debarry in St. Martin's. Lane, over againſt 
; Deagler 2 Coffee. Houſe, Bookſcllers, 1729, pr. 5˙ 
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8 — 1 Title- Pag Ee is fo 
LE crouded, Bo | my Book 
ſo full, that if there 
was not a Neceſſity of 
joining them together, 
this Preface had been ſpared. | 
The Reader will be pleaſed then to 
underſtand, T hat I have made my 
acquainting the PuzL1ck with 
this remarkable Caſe, a CA NAL to 
convey to my Fellou- Subjects ſome 
other Sentzments | have, of late, in- 
tended them, on Matters that, like 
it, relate to their Peace, Welfare £ 
and Happineſs, both as Men and 
as Eggli men. 
Aa 08- 


„ 0 
* > Obſervations, in my Opinion, of 


” ' Eupartazce (or elſe, I am fre, 1 


would not have troubled the 

| World with them) relating to an 
extravagant Abuſe of Power, of ſe- 
veral, of no mean Character, in the 
Conpniſſiqn of Peace, are the Hisw 

| Road in which the Reader will 
travel: Obſervations gn the State of 
the Lad, in Needle Prac- 

(a) p. 93- 115 of it, (a dien rg N 
Ara — ed 0 to, , | 
dilly, 5 1 8 iy 
ation of the Law, r no 10 5 

| Ren me in Veneration for our 
eſept Sett of Judge) on the cel 


debe en us tate of our Goals (), an Aida: 


055. 66. bite we bn Old azds (4% n 
gen the Uſe af agg euer (e), on 5 


(54. nſter felt) "Seſſions { f ), on 4 
Ev a petty f) 


en petty” N 0ns ( 8 7 on. the 

(1P.7+-13-Prazſe of Sir Joux GONSON ( b), 

| on Matrimony (i, and, finally, 

i) p. 126. 64. | 
5 = n the prefent Contr 620%) on foot, 

| be. | 


"PREFACE. . ij 
between the tao yext -Door Newh- 
bours in Arlmgton-ſtreet, on account 

- of their different Syſtems of Poli- 
ticks K 2 and, to conclude, ome (i) p. 95. &. 
ſerious Sentiments on natural and 15 
reveal'd Religion , TnESsE are p. 140. &. 
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the different ProseeEcTs which 
will iſe, and offer themſelves to my 
Reader, as he journeys along 
through my Book. How 1 have 
brought them all into Vie, for 
his inſtructive Entertainment, 
without forcing Nature, will be 
ſeen, and, 1 humbly hope, ap- 
N by my reading Reader. As 
for my unreading one, he is out of 
the Queſtion, and needs not be 
told. The more ſurprizingly, and 
yet naturally, the different Scenes 
ſhall diſplay themſelves, the great- 
er, I hope, will be thought my 
Addreſs, in bringing them together. 
The firſt 27 Pages were writ, | 
and great Part of them printed, 
5 wo when 


— 
1 * 


P. 21. 22. 


iv PREFACE. 


when I had nothing left me, but 


to make the moſt quick and pub- 


lick Appeal poſlible from the High 


Tajuſtice done me, to prevent a Re- 


Forts going abroad, That I was 


© the Receiver of a Bank Note of 
c 440 25 Value, or from being 


© actually committed on Sufpicion 


of it. The Party whom I had 
befriended, was {ill in Priſon, and 
a Warrant out againſt me, really, 
to enquire into my Partnerſhip 
with her, tho' it bore Title only 
| for . affrouting the Tuſticc. The 
abſolute Neceſſity there was for 


me, when Tuis was the Cafe, to 


be very particular, will, I am afraid, 
nom appear tedious ; but a diſcern- 
ing Reader will make Allowance 
for it There is not a Word but 
what is True in the Caſe, nor a 


Fact aſſerted which I have not full 


Proof to maintain. T he executing 


this Warrazt on mc, by the Ragbt 


and 


* PREFACE »v 

and his Brother, and that in fo 
ſcandalous a manner, (o) AFTER the (0 P7234 

moſt honourable Releaſe of the 

committed mY (in order to make 

an Example of one, who ſhould dare 

to diſpute a Commitment with 

them, (for what elſe could have 
given Occaſion to it?) And for, 

_ honeſtly, telling one of them to his 
Face, That he had done what, he 
could not juſtify, ) abſolutely de- 

| termined me to paſs the Rubicon, 
and to make Examples of them, in 
my Turn. I am an Engliſhman, 
I thank God, and [ have the Spirit 
of one. " 

I have taken my own Time to 
give this Story to the Town, when 
it would be moſt likely to do moſt 

good. And | have made it as 
uſeſul as I could by the Reflections 
I have added to it. To the Fads 
in it, I have ſpoke already. As 
to the Reaſonings, I deſire they may 


A 


N X 
ͤö;— 1 
be confidered as Thoſe of a Gentle- 
man, and a Chriſtian, not of a 
Lawyer, or a Divine. The former 
of theſe tw laſt Charaders, I nevet 
pretended to, and the latter, I a 
at a great Diſtance · from deſerv- 
ing. I have been too deſirous to 
Pleaſe in Thought, to have had time 
to obſerve, as I ought, my Words. 
Perſpicuity is all I pretend to, on 
that Head. I have pay d the Com- 
plument to my Reader of ſuppoling 
him able to correct, and willing to 
paſs bya few Errata of the Preſs. Oh 


the Whole, I hope the Goodnefs off 


my Intention towards the Publitk, 
will procure me a favourable Re- 
ception. J am, with great Eſteem, 
the candid and impartial Readers 
Jan.23. Obedient, faithful 


1719. 


bumble Servant, 


Robert Whatley. 


. 
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Saturday, 5 
Nob. 2. 1728. 


PHATEVER Opportunity | 
might juſtly pretend to the 
Honour of, to lay the 'follow- 
ing Caſe before your Lordſhip, 
: in private, from the long and 
particular Acquaintance You have favour'd 
me with, yet as it is a Matter of Juſtice, 
and of great Moment, I chooſe to addrefs 
you humbly in this publick manner. Your 
Lordſhip will be pleas'd to forgive this Free- 
dom, for the Sake of the Reaſon that has 
influenc'd me to take it, which is only a 
Principle of- Love for Juſtice, and a hearty 
Deteſtation of all Iniquity and Injuſtice 
| Whatſoever, and in -bmſoe ver. Of which; 
my Lord, I ſhall in the Sequel hereof give 
A . your 


| (2) 
your Lordſhip and the World a very great 


and (the more the Pity) a very uncom- 


mon Inſtance. My own R ight, and the 
Right of ev * an £ concern'd ; 

25 which Reaſon I boldly, tho” humbly, 

beſpeak your Lordſhip's Attention. 

' 1 am, in ſome ReſpeRs, ſorry I have to 

deal with a Gentleman who has been ſo 

long in the Commiſſian of Peace, as I have, 


fince my Difference with him, been inform'd 


he has been. Bur I defire all Reſpect of | 


Perſons may be laid aſide, (as I am ſure it 
will be by Your Lordihip,) as in Matters of 
Juſtice eſpecially it ought, and the Queſtion 
only conſider'd, whether Jam in the right 
or his Worſhip. 

The Queſtion between Us is only This, 


WHETHER a Friend to @ Perſon com- 


mitted for Suſpicion of Felony bas a 
Right to demand (of the 8 J 
@ Sigbt of the Examinations, on which the $ 
vicion was founded? And on being denied 
them, Whether be bas not @ Right 0 in 

5 being * fermed ſome way or other, the 

CE the Sufpicion, before heh 

by er Bail for the b r Per = 
If 1 have been in the right, m 
Lord, to demand this, in the Caſe in Que 


tion, before I would look after Bail for the 


committed Perſon, then I am in the right 
in the Sequel; and a Fuſtice of Peace ex- 


tremely in che wrong. In the right, 1 2 


bating only a little Expreſſion of Paſlion, 


Pu- 


which as the Caſe was, tho" perhaps im- 


_ 
4 
at 
* 4 — 
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8 (3) 


prydent, was' no ways criminal, and for 
* one Fit of which I have made Reparation, 
which was accepted ; and for the other Fit, 
of which I had, knows, but too much 


Reaſon neither to make Apology, nor to 
accept of an eaſy Reconciliation, 
After thus ſtating the Caſe in ſhort, I 
come to relate my Story, 
Thurſday Night laſt, as I was in my Stu- 
dy thinking of other Matters, a Man came 
L to acquaint me, to my no ſmall Surprize, 
8 * That a young Woman was a Priſoner in 
the Gate-Houſe, and who defired to ſpeak 
% with me.” This young Woman I found 
to be one that had been my Servant a Year 
and a Quarter, and whom I had diſmiſs d 
1 from my Service, about as long ago becauſe 
3 ſhe had not thoſe Qualifications that my 
Wife then wanted in a Servant. To com- 
fort her on the Unwillingneſs ſhe expreſs'd 
to leave our Service, and as ſie had then 
but few or no Friends in Town, and not 
even ſpeaking Engliſh perfectly, being a 
Helſh Woman, and as we had both of us 
a great Opinion of her Honeſty, I cold her, 
“ her Miſtreſs ſhouldrecommend her at any 


< commendation, and that when ſhe was 
« out of Place ( a Circumſtance that at- 
tends Servants, more f:tal ro their Manners, 
and which more Occaſions that general 
Corruption there is at preſent among them 
than any Thing,) © ſhe ſhould always be 
e welcome to come and make our Dwell 

A 2 ing 


Time ſhe ſhould have Occafion for a Re- 


6605 5 
* ing her Home, till ſhe had one; an 

which Favour ſhe has made uſe of as there 
has been Occaſion. I did this, as God knows, 


our of great Compaſſion, and out of Regard 
to the great Opinion both my ſelf and Wife 
had of her great Honeſty, and of the Cre- 
ditahleneſs of her Friends in the Country; 
for whom I had conceiy'd ſome ReſpeR, 
from what I could diſcover of their Cha- 
Ker, from the Letters they ſent to the poor 
Maid, which always paſſed thro' my-Hands, 
and were ſuch as ſhe receiv'd in anſwer to 
thoſe I writ for her; ſhe not being able ei- 
ther to write or read, having had a Welſh 
Education only,tho' her Friends are of ſome 
Subſtance, This young Woman 1 found in 
the Gate- houſe, committed for Suſpicion of 
Felony, On the ſeeing me, ſhe fell into 
great Concern and Diſorder; and I to 
comfort her, Lord her by the Hand, ſaid, 


Dear Child, ox dear Betty, don't be con- 
f* cern'd, many honeſt Perſons have been 
in your Circumſtances, and bad her not 
be frightened at the Matter. (I men- 
tion this Circumſtance for the. uſe that was 
made of it aftcrward,) One of the Turn- 
keys ask d me. © Whether I would not fee 
the Copy of the Commitment? Which! 
« ſaid I would. On that the Scribe of the 
Prifon fetcht out Paper and Ink, and far 
down to copy it. As he was about to 
pegin to copy it, he told me © he muſt 
** have 16d for doing it;“ and being will- 
ing to ſpare the unhappy Woman as'much 
| Money 


(5) 


Money as 1 could, I recollected that I had 
no Occaſion to be at that Charge; that 
knowing for what ſhe was committed, 2 
Copy of her Commitment was not at All | 
9 till I would procure Bail for her; 
which being unwilling to do till I had in- 
form'd my ſelf of the Reaſons for the Suſpi- 
cion, I immediately went to the Juſtice that 
committed her, to inform my ſelf of them. 


I acquainted him, that I waited on him 


e on account of a poor young Woman that 
had been once my Servant, wham he 
„ had an Hour before committed on 
« Suſpicion of Felony : That I came 
1 an Fn Friend to ſee what was al- 
e ledg'd againſt her, that I might know 
'F we = bh I Pad to do in the Matter. He 
made me anſwer, that ſhe was only com- 
« mitted for Suſpicion of Felony, and that 
if I would fl Bail, he would bail her 
_« immediately, ” To which I replied, 

that altho* ſhe had been my Servant a Year 
and half ago, and had liv'd with me aYear 
and more, bebaving her ſelf very boneſtly,and 
* had gain'd a good Character where ever 
fe bad liv'd ſince as to that Point; yet as 
« thehoneſteſt Perſon in the World Yeſter- 
« day might become a Rogue to Day, as 

* much as I was diſpoſed to do her That 
* Kindneſs lay in my power by freeing her 
from her Confinement, I would not Offer 
« at it till I underſtood what Degree of Suſpi- 
cion ſhelay under, and therefore deſired 
him, in 4 very ei civil 3 ler me know 
he 


* 


'v 
y 

{0 
" 
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(6) 
what Inducement he had to commit her. 
At that the old Gentleman fell into a Paſ- 
ſion, and ask'd me if I came to EXAMINE 
him? No, Sir, ſays 1, 1 do not; but, 
* Sir, you know there are Degrees of Suſ- 
* picion, and I thinł it neceſſary to know, 


© what Degree of Suſpicion there lies a- 


* gainſt this unhappy Creature, by ſeeing 
** the Examination, or hearing from your 
* ſelf what was ſaid againſt her.“ He 
told methereon © That ſhe was committed 
Jon Suſpicion of ſtealing from one of her Miſ- 
© trefles, (for they are two Siſters ſhe liv'd 
with,) « Bank Note of no leſsValue than 440 J. 
% and Ten Pound in Money. I replicd to this: 
„The greater the Accuſation was, the 
* clearer ought the Evidence to be for ſuſ- 


pecting her. And I deſired him to tell 
me, What Reaſon there was to ſuſpect 


„ her.” He then ſaid, © That one of her Mi- 
& freſſes had ſworn, that ſhe had Joft ſuch a 
© Bull, and ſuch aSum of Money, and ſhe did not 
* know who ſhould take it but the Maid: Bug 
* Sir, ſaid 1, did ſhe give you no other 
* Reaſon for ſuſpecting her, only this, 


that ſbe did not know who ſhould do it but 


* ber Maid? Did ſhe tell you when ſhe laſt knew 
* this Bank Note was in the Place from whence 


« ſhe ot it? or did you ask her that? —- 


This Queſtion I ask'd as a leading One to 


others that I was going to ask, in order 
to inform my ſelf of the Reaſons there was 


to ſuſpe& her having taken it: But on the 


old Gentleman's ſeeming at ſome Lols, and 


own- 


1 
owning he had ask'd no ſuch Queſtion, and 
giving me no other Reaſon for his commit- 
ting her, but that ber Miſtreſs ſwore ſhe had 
loſt it, and BELIEV”' D ſhe had taken it, and 
| becauſe the unhappy Creature had no Body to 
| ou for ber. - I own, my Lord, be- 
ing naturally warm, my Paſſion and Indig- 
nation. at ſuch an irregular Execution, as 
1 humbly apprehend this to be, of fo 
great and beneficial a Truſt to the Subject, 
as that of a Fuſtice of Peace, Calculated as 
well to protect the innocent as to puniſh 
the guilcy, join'd to a great Opinion of 
the Girls ſtaunch Virtue in all ReſpeRs, 
and to the Knowledge I had of the 
Peeviſhneſs, Illnature, Whimſicalneſs, and 
Spite of the two old Maids her Miſtreſſes, 
which I had heard of by ſeveral that knew 
them before this Accident happen'd. — 
I fay, all theſe Conſiderations operating in a 
warm compaſſionate Temper together,made 
me riſe up in ſome Emotion, and tell the old 
Gentleman, l feared he had done what 
* he could not anſwer, in committing a 


37 © Perſon on Suſpicion, when no juſt Reaſon | 


* for this Suſpicion was laid before him, 
« but what might as well be laid before 
him of the honeſteſt Perſon alive. 
While 1 was ſpeaking this, and the old 
Gentleman anſwering me, with equal 
warmth, 1 ſhould ruſh into the Par- 
lour, as if he was a particular Acquain- 
tance of his Worſbip's, but the Faylor's 
C* the Commitment * 

ü 13 


Scribe, with 4 Copy 


r 
his Hand? And addreſſing himſelf, without 
any Ceremony, to the old Gentleman, as if 


there had been an Underſtanding between 


them, (which might be very well ſuppoſ- 
ed by me, to whom the Juſtices and the 
Feribe iC baracter were equally knovyn,) © Sir, 


„ ſays he, I have brought a Copy of the 


Commitment, ſould not the Gentleman 
hape it? I, that was never, before a 
Juſtice of Peace in my Life, before, in the 

ay of his Office, and had heard Stories 
of ſuch Creatures as trading Juſtices, whether 
Chimeras or no; 1 appeal tO any one, whether 


on this new Appearance, I might not well 


have a new Emotlon? However, as great as 
it was, it went no further than to upbraid 
him with greater warmth for having done 
an irregular Thing. ig ei 


During this Audience, and before the 


high Wordt began, he had asked me m; 


Name: I told him, He ſhould know it, 


but beg'd IAave to tell him Hr, what 
was of more Conſequence in the preſent 


- Caſe, to whoth 1 had the Honour to be 


known, naming ſome Gentlemen of Weſt- 
minſter, that were in my Neighbourhood, 
as General Tatton, the © Biſhop * of 
Peterborough, Captain Savile ; and the 


Biſhop of Bath and Wells, near him; con- 


cluding with your Lordſhip's great Name; 


the mentioning which, at leaſt, I' thought 


ſhould cauſe him to hear me with ſome 
favour, adding thereto my own Name. 

On ourPallion on both Sides enereaſing, 
an End was put to our Converſation, and or 


At nnd 


it 
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an | —_ 
left him; telling him; That be hed dont whit 
be could not anſwer, in refuſing to let me ſee the 


Examinations, or to acquaint me with the Ren- 


ſons, if he had any, for ſuſpecting ber, (as I came 
with an Intention to get Bail for her;) 
or that if he had neither taken Examina+ 
tions, nor had any Reaſons for what be had 
done, in committing ber: * 
This is what paſſed with his Worſhip 
Thur(day Night. 1 78 
On the Repreſentation of ſome Gentle- 
men in the Commiſſion of Peace, of my Ac- 
quaintance, whom I donſulted that Evening, 
I waited on Mr. R the next Morning; 
and in a decent Gentlemanlike Manner, 
expreſs'd a great Concern for the Heat L 
had been in over-Night, and ask'd in as 
handſome a Manner as I could, his Pardon 
for it: Telling him, That had I known 
nis Character; I ſhould have guarded 1. 
* gainſt any Paſſion; ſaying, however, af- 


ter wards, That as he was an utter Stranger 


* ro me as well as I. to him, Itho't I muſt be 
e allowed to have had ſom: Occaſion given 
i me to be provoked, at ſeeing a poor Per- 


I ſon, whom I had the higheſt Reaſon to 


< think well of, committed with ſo little 
* Reaſon as had appeared to me, together 
* with the natural Suſpicion and Jealouſy 
„ which, the Faylor's Scribe's breaking ſo 
* freely.in among us, ought to have given 
me of a wrong Underſtanding,” (ſuch as I 
had heard ſpoken of in the Worldin general) 
being between them. © That hearing how 
Jong he had been inthe Commilkon, and 

oF what 


with as much good 


| | ( 10) 
« what a worthy Character he had among 
* his Brethren, I was extremly concern'd at 
hat had paſſed, and was ſorry I had not 
«known him before I waited on him, that! 


might have prevented the Indecency of 
«© my Reſemment: I addreſſed the old 


Gentleman, my Lord, in this Manner, not 


without Effet ; He received my Excuſes 
d Manners as they were 


made; telling me, That he had indeed 
« been highly offended with my Paſſion, 
That he thought me in Liquor, but 
that he never was 10 offended, but that 
© he was ready to pardon,” 

And here ends the firſt Act of this Tra- 
gicomedy, between us. But there follows it 
a New Scene, which I hope your Lordſhip 
will not think beneath your Attention. 

When Matters were made thus eaſy be- 
rween us; and to which, by the Satisfaction 
made and taken, there ought to be no Re- 
troſpect; the Point that came under Con- 
fideration was; Mbat was to be done, or 
what I defired 10 be done? I. told him 1 
„ anderffood, that if he pleafed, he might 


« ſend for the Priſoner and her Accufer, 


© before him again; and (one Reaſon of 


« his committing her, being by his own 


« Acknowledgement, becauſe ſhe bad no 
« Body to ſpeak for ber,) to admit her 
c“ Friends to come before him, and to give 
ſome Account of her Character; and that 
<« likewiſe, in their Preſence, her Miſtreſs 
© be examined, what Reaſon ſhe —_—_— 


it ſyſpe& her. I was likewiſe informed. I told 
f « him, That he might have to his Aſſiſt- 
XZ *« ancetwo of his Erethren, one or both of 
„4 which he ſhould name himſelf; or if he 
3 pleaſed, I would name one, and he the 
. other. Adding, that I was only deſirous, 
Z * that Juſtice might be done, and the Law 
take place. Tho I truſted ſhe was inno- 
t cent, yet I was very indifferent as to the 
Event; God forbid, but what the Law 
® * ſhould take Place if ſhe was juſtly ſuſpec- 
4 red; but that God forbid ſhe ſhould ſuffer 
the Ignominy of an Impriſonment,with- 
d dut the leaſt Colour of Reaſon: That hgw- 
& ever ready he was to bail her, I would not 
Z *© offer to aſſiſt her in that way, beforel knew 
XZ *® what was the Ground of the Suſpicion 
9 ec againſt her ; and chat I, ould not do it for 
2 hrother in the like Caſe, without inform- 
* * ing my ſelf of the Reaſon of the Suſpi · 
8 cion againſt him. Foy 752 L 
This drew on the Queſtion of naming 
the Juſtices, Who we would have? And 
I telling him, © That I knew ſeveral of 
e them, and naming firſt Sir FOHN 
* GONSON, the Deputy Chairman, he 
„ ſaid; © Hedelired HE might be of his 
% naming.” With all my Heart, ſaid I, and 
% let Captain SAVILE be of mine: 
This being agreed on, the old Gentleman 
ſaid. That he believed Sir FOHN 
might be this Morning at a Coffee · Houſe 
* in the Neighbourhood.” Thither we 
went in mutual 2 2 but Sir 70 HN 
$- not 


＋ 


* c 
2 
* 
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« what a worthy Character he had among 
« his Brethren, I was extremly concern'd at 
hat had paſſed, and was ſorry I had not 
* known him before I waited on him, that I 


«4 might have prevented the Indecency of 
te my Reſemment: 1 addreſſed the old 


Gentleman, my Lord, in this Manner, not 
without Effet ; He received my Excuſes 


with as much good Manners as they were 
made; — me, That he had indeed 
« been highly offended with my Paſſion, 


„ That he thought me in Liquor, but 
s that he never was ſo offended, but that 


© he was ready to pardon. 


And here ends the firſt Ad of this Tra- 


gicomedy, between us. But there follows it 


a Nev Scene, which I hope your Lordſhip 
will nor think beneath your Atrention. 


When Matters were made thus eaſy be- 


tween us; and to which, by the Satisfaction 
made and taken, there ought to be no Re- 


troſpect; the point that came under Con- 


ſideration was; Mbat was to be done, or 
what I defired 10 be done? . told him 1 
„ anderffood, that if he pleaſed, he might 


i ſend for the Priſoner and her Accuter, 


before him again; and (one Reaſon of 
« his committing her, being by his own 
e Acknowledgement, becauſe ſhe bad no 


Body to ſpeak for ber,) to admit her 


c Friends to come before him, and to give 


'« ſome Account of her Character; and that 


<« likewiſe, in their Preſence, her Miſtreſs 


© be examined, what Reaſon the — | 


(un) 


& ſuſpect her. L was likewiſe informed. told 5 


1 him, That he might have to his Aſſiſt- 
- cc 


ance two of his Erethren, one or both of 
ce which he ſhould name himſelf; or if he 
< pleaſed, I would name one, and he the 
« other. Adding, that I was only deſirous, 
that Juſtice might be done, and the Law 
take Place. Tho' I truſted ſhe was inno- 
cent, yet I was very indifferent as to the 
« Event; God forbid, but what the Law 
„ ſhauld take Place if ſhe was juſtly ſuſpec- 
« red; but that God forbid ſhe ſhould ſuffer 
e the Ignominy of an Impriſonment,wih- 
out the leaſt Colour of Reaſon; That hgw- 
* ever ready he was to bail her, I would not 
offer to aſſiſt her in that wap, beforel knew 


„ what was the Ground of the Suſpicion 


« againſt her; and that I would not do it for 
* Brother in the like Caſe, without inform- 
sing my ſelf of the Reaſon of the Suſpi· 
2322 ;ö; ³ f 8 

This drew on the Queſtion of naming 
the Juſtices, Who we would have ? And 
I telling him, That I knew ſeveral of 
de them, and naming firſt Sir 70 HN 
* GONSON, the Deputy Chairman, he 
% ſaid; He deſired HE might be of his 
« naming.” With all my Heart, ſaid I, and 
„let Captain SAV[LE be of mine: 
This being agreed on, the old Gentleman 


ſaid. That he believed Sir FOHN 


* might be this Morning at a Coffee. Houſe 
in the Neighbourhood.” Thither we 
went in mutual Harmony; but Sir FO HN 

N B 2 not 
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po. being there, he ſaid; ** He would 
go and talk with the young Woman's 
+ Miſtreſſes ; and if they would conſent, he 
* would diſcharge her on her Recogni- 
“ Zance himſelf, and I was to meet him 
at his own Houſe ar Eleven a-Clock. ” 
At Eleven a-Clock I found him return'd 
home, when he told me, That the Ladies, 
before they would determine themſelves 
in the Matter, would firſt conſult with 
« Counfel, and that he could do nothin 
{© before he heard from them: At whic 
1 began to be ſome what mov'd, and 
ask'd him: If ſuch an experienc'd 
. Perſon as himſelf, had Occaſion to act 
« þy Counſel's Opinion, in a Matter of ſuch 
JA Nature, or ſtood in need of it, ro know 
«- what he had to do? Onthis1 told him, 
"+ I would go and fee what 1 could 


"_) do with the Ladies my ſelf ; with one 
* of which 1 had ſome Converſation as 1 
 & went to enquire for a Friend, the Cha- 
'« rater of a Servant Maid that had for- 


« merly liv 
« ſhe gave, for conſtitutional Reaſons I ſup- 
5 poſe) a very contrary Character to what 
the Servant then actually deſerved. ” But 
when came to their Door, one of them 
faid to me out of Window, Sir, 
* don't know You, You don't know Me, 
«You a Stranger to Me, I a Stranger to 
„Lou; and you ſhan't come in: Returning 
to the j uſtice's, we came to another Agree» 
ment, which 1 offer'd, viz. That I ſhould 
"1 * | 90 


d with them, (and to whom 


1 
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„ 
go to the Temple for Sir FOHN GONSON. 
Ane to get him to come to his Warſhip's 
Houſe that Afternoon. Accordingly, I took 
Water immediately, and found neither him 
nor his Servant at home; but a Paper of 
his Servant's ſtuck in the Door, intimating, 


That he, (his Servant) would be there at 


Five. It was about Noon when 1 was 
there. On which, I immediately returned 
to Mr. R; and acquainting him with ir, 
deſired, * Since sir FOHN GONSON 
« was not at home, nor likely to be met 
« with, he would be pleaſed to name any 


'Z © other Fuſtice in his Place, or any Two; 


for all that I deſired, was, That the 
e Ground of the Suſpicion might be further 
« enquired into as he had agreed, and that the 
« young Woman might be at Liberty to 
e give that Account of her ſelf, as ſhe might 
« have done on her Examination, before 


e her Commitment, had the not been con- 


founded at the Accident. As well ſhe 
might, conſidering the ſurprizing Manner 
on which ſhe was brought before his Wor- 
ſhip, and ſo neglected her Opportunity. 
For I told him, I could bring eve- 
« ry one that knew her in Town, to 
te ſpeak in Bebalf of her Honeſty. ** No, 
* He would not do this, he would have 
* the Aſſiſtance of no Body; nor make 
any further enquiry into the Matter, 


6 | 
X © burwithSir FOHN GONSON.” 


That the poor young Woman ſhauld lye 


in Priſon for want af Sir FOHN GONSON, 


when 


6140 


When ſo many of His Majeſtys Juſtices of 
peace were in the Neighbourhood, of which 
he had his Choice, neither in Honeſty nor 
_ Senſe Sir 70 HN's Inferiors, It t 
fo very unreaſonable, That I expreſs d 
with ſome warmth, my Reſentment at it, 
as think I had Reaſon.” On this, the old 
Gentleman was pleaſed to proceed ſome- 1 
What further with me than yet he had done, b 
by ſay ing; 4 That he had heard from the 


4 2 £7 2 
Ladies, 


"A „That I was the, ONLY per- 
ſon that ever came to her at their Houuſe 
* and from that and my fo warmly interpo—- 
s {ing on her Behalf, be 95 not without Rea- 
_ {on to ſuſpeft my being concerned with 
her in the Matter; and that moreover, 
* he had been adviſed, ” (by bis Spinſter 
Cort © 45 Alſiſtants mo doubt) to ſecure 
* me: That he had heard 1 had made a 
Riot in the Goal the Evening before, and 
that Towghr to be confin'd for that, and my in- 
8 ſulting im in the Execution of his Of- 
* tice.” (As to the Article of the Goal, 
and what paſſed there, Iſhall ſpeak to it, and 
of other Matters relating thereto, in ano- 
ther Place by it ſelf.) 1 was very glad 
to hear no Body had come to her 
Hut my ſelf; for not having ſeen her 
for Six or Seven Weeks, I thought this 
was a great Confirmation of her Inno- 
cence. I told him, Her Miſtreſs knex 
% very well what drew me to call on her; 
©« That it was to leave her a Letter, as i 
«- gccationally came to me for her, as cg 
Rn 97 


«, by, which once or twice I had read to her 
Miſtreſs, when I brought it. This I 
ſaid to the old Gentleman, and ſaid it in 
vain, ſince he was pleaſed to continue 
his impudent Inſmuatioun. 
And here, my Lord, pardon Me I be- 
ſeech You, let every Gentleman pardon 
Me, every Chriſtian, nay; every good 
Chriſtian pardon my expreſſing, on this 
diabolical CI of an Action, which I 
told him, God and my own Conſcience 
knew, that I had undertaken out of pure 
| regard to my Duty, as a Man and as a 
Chriſtian,(quicken'd thereto by a very great 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion of Nature.) 
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: to interpoſe the beſt 1 could in the 
r Behalf of one I chought unjuſtly impri- 
0 ſoned, that had fled for Refuge ro me, 
? under the Senſe of her Innocency, and 
| who had no other Perſon to have re- 
, courſe to, that knew the World. or how 
3 to act for her. Let me, I ſay, have 
A rdon, if I. could be no longer ma- 
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1 3 ter of my ſelf; not however, to ſay any 
- W& injurious Words to him, but to expreſs the 
| S utmoſt Contempt of him, and ſetting him 
r atthegreateſt Defiance. I was not how- 
r eiuer, all at once, ſo much tranſported, bur I 
s put the Caſe to him, If bis own Maid- 
= Servam, that food near bim, ſhould after liv- 
n with bim ſome time, leave him with an 
: 3 boveſt Character, and ſbould happen to fall in- 
che like Mirfortune ; whetber be would not, on 
t 1 ber deſiring him to aſſiſt ber in the like Caſe, 
Q q 1 Tr | af 
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wit rhe like Pan I bad done for. mini? 
Neither this, nor any thing eiſe I could ſay, 
would move him: Bur he fairly ordered 
his Servant to turn me out of Door, which 
he opening, I went out, and left him with a 
great Degree of Reſentment en both Sides; 
and on mine with as juſt an Indignation, 
As I think, any Occaſion could give a Man. 
When came home in the Evening, I 

was told, one Drew had been to enquite 
after me, with. another Perſon. Not know- 
ing any one of that Name, I was at a great 
Loſs who it ſhould be; little thinking who 


they were, or what their Errant might be, 4 


tho' I underſtood next Day, to my no #& 
{mall Surprize, nor I believe to the leſs Sur= 
prize of your Lordſhip, or of any that ſhall * 
come to underſtand it. However, from a 
Contempt ot what the old Gentleman 
had ſaid in the Evening growing cool, 
1 reſolved with myſelf, ro try once 
more to compoſe Matters in an ami. 
cable way, if poſſible; and there- 
fore; on Saturday Morning at Nine of 
Clock, went to look after Sir 70 HN 
GONSON, in order to do that Saturday 
Morning, which 1 could not have done 
without him the Day before: But I was 
told he was gone out of Town that Mor- 
ning early. I little thought that this or- 
ſpipful Knight had the Afternoon before ſent, 
(after I had been twice to look after him 
the ſame Day,) and was tHat very Inſtant 


as near as I can gueſs, ſending a Conſtable 
with 2 Warrant to take me up, as 1 W 
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his Lodgings in Covent- Garden enquiring fot 
him; bur :b;--your Lordſhip will find, imme: 
diately, to have been the Caſe. On milling of 
him, and hearing he was gone out of Town, 
I reſolved I would wait the old Gentleman's 

' Pleaſure no longer, bar conſulted an able 
Friend or two, what was to be done in 
tte Matter. They both concurr'd in cen- 
ſuring me for my Paſſion ; but commend- 
ing me for the Care I had taken of a poor 
2X unhappy Creature, that | had ſo much Rea- 
ſon to think innocent, told me, That in 

& © demanding to know the Reaſons of his 
* Suſpicion for committing her, before I 
** would provide Bail for her, I had acted a 
< prudent and a conſiderate Part, and that 
* no Fuſtice of Peace, who knew his Duty; 
* or had not done a Thing he could not 
«+ juſtify, would or ought to have refuſed; 
to have given me ſome Light into the 
Matter, as I came inbehalf ot che Priſoner 
to him,” Ore of them, who was more 
particularly my Friend, and in whoſe Judg- 
ment, tho no acting Juſtice, I had good Rea« 
fon to rely, adviſed me, on Sir Fob» Gonſon's 
being out of Town, To acquaint the 
old Gentleman with it by a Letter, to 
« avoid all further Heat, and to inſiſt on 
* his taking ſome other Aſſiſtance, (ſince 
he had agreed to re-examine the Matter) 
on Sir Fobn's Abſence ; and if refuſed ity 
to lay the Caſe before a Judge; ſince it 
vas highly ynreaſonable to think Juſtice . 
* could not be _ where Sir Jobn 9⸗*Ꝙtꝗ— 


ſ 


(18 ) 
*« was not preſent; or that there ſhould 
« be a Delay of it through his Abſence.” 
Concluding, © That it muſt be a great Diſ- 
% honour to the Commiſſion, if none were to 
« be found, equal in Knowledge and Ho- 
« neſty to him, in it. And J think very 
truly. ; | 
On this I ſent Mr. R the following 
Letter. | | 
SIR, : Nov. 2. at Noon. 
« TYAVING acquainted One (whom 
1 without offending you I can call 
your Superiour,) with what has paſſed be- 
« tween you and my ſelf in Relation to the 
* Commitment Of the poor Servant Maid ; I 
am told, I have a Right to enquire intothe 
© Reaſons Of the Commitment, and to demand 
«* a Sight of the Examinations, in order 
* ro inform myſelf of the Weight of the 
« Suſpicion of Felony, for which ſhe is 


* committed. It being highly unreaſonable bi. 


to offer at giving Bail tor any one before 
* this is done. When l ſee on what Ground 
you have committed her, and find no 


„ Reaſon to think her culpable, 1 am 


ready to get Bail for her. 
I have likewiſe not fail'd to acquaint 
* the ſame great Perſon with what has paſ- 


«* ſed between us. Who at the ſame Time, 
* ashetold me, I ought not have been in 


4 2 Paſſion; ” ſaid, That you ought ro 


have prevented my being fo, by ſnewing 
* _— 


„ me the Examinations 


(19) 
* J have likewiſe told him, your pre- 
* rending to ſuſpe# me, for interpoling in 
* a Chriſtian Manner, for the Sake of one 
« I have ſo much Reaſon to think honeſt, 
« This, Sir, tho' 5 know how true, he 
* could hardly believe of you. I ſhall. 
e leave this to an after-Conſideration ; and 
« in the mean time, deſire your Anſwer to 
my demanding a Sight of the Examinati- 
* ons, (if you have any) if not, ſome bet- 
© ter Account than I have yet had, of the 
&* Reaſons Of your Suſpicion of her being 
* guilcy of the Felony, for which ſhe ſtands 
committed. 
| | | Your humble Servant. 
The Bearer will bring me your Anſwer, 
* Sir Jobr Gonſon is gone out of Town, _ 


My Meſſenger brought me back this 
Word, That I ſhould have his Anſwer 
« in his owntime. Hearing this, I ſent che 
Meſſenger back again, to tell him, That 
I could not ſtay, but that I deſired the 
* Bearer might bring me his Anſwer.” 
To which! Pad Word brought me back, 
He would ſend me none. On this, be- 
ing willing to try every thing before L 
would do what I intended, I went to his 
Houſe my ſelf, and finding him not 
at home, was told, he was at Mr. 
Drew's his Clerk, (an Undertaker by Profeſ- 
fion,) and not meetingwith him there, nor 
his Clerk at home; 4 enquired, © Where 
* Drew was _— and being directed 
; | 2 = > 
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1 

ja him, I found him. This Clerk of his 
was the Mr. Drew, who had been the 
Evening before with another Man to wait 
on me. And asking him, Whether he 
ke was not ſo, he told me, “ He was “ 
And, That he had been that Morning at 
* my Hauſe. ro enquire after me again. 
Itold him, I was forry I was not at 
** home; for I ſuppoſed, he had brought a 
** Meſlage. to me from his Maſter, deliring 
him to inform me where his Maſter 
e was. He did not know where he was.” 
1 defired then ro know his Errant to me, 
which was, my Lord, nothing leſs than to take 
me up by Virtue of a Marrant from Sir 
, 
On underſtanding this, I dropt at once 
all Conſiderations of my Affair with old 
R-— , being ſtruck with Amazement, 
that one that had known me ſo Jong as Sir 
Jahn Gonſen had, and Knew very well that 


had the Honour to be particularly known 


to your Lordſhip, as well as to be a Gentle- 
man as well known, and I hope, I may ſay 
without Vanity, (ſo far as it may be allow- 
ed me to gueſs, by the many honourable 
Perſons of all Ranks, that are pleaſcd ro 
countenance me with their Favour,) as well 
eſteemed as moſt Gentlemen of my Charac- 
ter and Fortune in Town ; ſtruck, I 
fay, with Amazement, that a Gentleman 
io well known to me, and to whom I was 
ſo well known, and who had bur two or 
three Weeks before, made me a. Preſent of 
bs 3 dne 


* 


a 

4 
” 
r 
* 


0 21 ) 


ne Of his Learned, Loyal, Ingenious, Excel- 


ent, - Uſeful, Elegant, Fudicious; Religious, 
Charges, ſhould be ſobr--t--1, as to ſend a Har- 
rant for me, whom, as I ſay, he had (o long 
known, and who, az he muſt unqueſtion» 
ably have been told, had been twice that 


very Day to look after his worſhipful Pre- 


ſence, and who had nothing more at Heart 
than to find him, I am ſenſible, I ought 
not to have put his preſenting me with his 
Charge, into the Reaſons for not expect- 
ing this ungentlemanlike, inbumane Afﬀeront 
from him, nor ought I to think it at all in- 
conſiſtent with his ſending a Warrant for 
me, when he could not but know the leaſt 
Intimation, Or civil Meſſage, had been ſuffici- 
ent. Pride and Vanity, the eſſential Conſtitu- 
ents of a FO P, are near a- kin, and always 
go together. The /aft of which, unqueſtion- 
ably made him give me his Charge, and 
the firſt, ſend me his Warrant. 

When I firſt heard of the actual Warrant 
being out againſt me, I ſaid to the undertak- 


ing Clerk, Why, then for ought 1 ſee, 


I am like to go to the Gatehouſe too? 


Yes, Sir, © If you had been found you had, 


* unleſs you could have got Bail.” Which 
I would not have done, I aſſure you, Sir. 


Why then, Sir, ſays he, to the Gatehouſe, 


* you muſt have gane. But pray, Sir, 
ſaid I, What was this Warrant for ? 


** Why, it was under Sir Jobn Gonſon's own 


* Hand, to bring me before him to 
* anſwer for inſulting Mr. Re——7z, in 
| ; | the 


* 
* - 
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of his Office. © It is very 
* well, ſaid I, it is not for being con- 
* cerned in the Felony, as your Maſter was 
«* pleafed to infinuate, ” He believed, he 


te the Execution 


gnificant an Air, as he 
could put on, at which indeed the Fel- 
low ſeems to be excellent,) © That that 
Matter would however, be enquired into, 
and he did not Azow but there might be 
« Ground for it. ” —— I was indeed in 
good hopes the Warrant had been for the 
bigher Matter. For, my Lord, I deſite no 
reater Honour nor Happineſs in this 
orld, than, without bringing it on my 
ſelf by any Imprudence, to ſuffer for 
the Wages 
y fall o in a Man's Way, 


5 ſaid, (with as 


Righteouſneſs's Sate; knowing 
for it, when the 
are worth the earning. 


But whatever the Matter of the Warrant 
was, it was not now it ſeems to be execu- 
ted, becauſe the Worſhipful Knight who gran- 
ted it was not in the Way, being gone out 
of Town, and would not be in the Way 


till Tueſday; next, when, he at 


Nine 


in the Morning, was to be at Jlice's 
Coffee-bouſe ; © Where, if I would give him 
* my Word to appear, he would take it.” 
Adding. That the Matter would be laid 
* before your Lordſhip, bis Afternoon. 
Seeing the Matter brought thus far, the 
r ſuſpected Creature ſtill under Confine- 
a Warrant out againſt me, that 


ment, an 
might in the End, not unreaſonably, bring 


a Rumour of a Sufpicion on my ſelf of 


ing 


be- 


* 


(23) 
ing ber Accomplice, 1 began to drop all 
Thoughts of the Injuſtice I had by this time, 
from almoſt Conviction, found had been 
done to ber, to take Care that no real 
Injury befell my /elf. 1 have liv'd, my 
Lord, to ſee, the more is the Pity, that out- 
ward Probity, however ſignal the Appear- 
ance of ir, has been no infallible Proof of in- 
ward Honeſty ; and ſeeing no Reaſon why I 
ſhould be in the World's pinion exempted, 
(however honeſt I know my ſelf co be, or 
was thought to be,) from a Poſſibility of being 
deem'd to be no better at the Bottom than 
others under the like Character; I grew 
very ſerious, and ſaw there was required 
greater Circumſpection than ordinary 
to prevent any ill Conſequence befalling 
me. And the firſt Thing I did, on hav- 
ing ſhew'd me the Warrant it ſelf againſt 
me, which he had about him,) was not to 
content my ſelf barely with what I had told 
him by Word of Mouth ; but calling for 
Pen, Ink and Paper, I left with him un- 
der my. Hand the following Declaration. 


Sun · Tavern in King ſtreet, Nov. 1. 1728. 
IR. Drew having told me, That he 

has been twice at my Lodgings 
«© to find me, with a Warrant under Sir 
4 Fobn Gonſon's Hand, I told him if the 
* Warrant was for Suſpicion of my being con- 
* cerned with the Maid, I would immediate= 
* ly ſurrender my ſelf; but telling me it 
was for affronting Mr. R in the Execu- 


tion 


( 24 ) 


& tion of his Office, [am willing to accomnio- 
u date Matters with Mr. x as to that 


* Particular, in a gentlemanlike Manner: 
„Being of Opinion, that his Offence a- 
i rs me, for offering to ſuſpect me for 
t juſtly deſervd my Reſentment. As to 
« my Paſſion expreſſed the Evening before, at 
* his not giving me any Account of the 


« Reaſoris of his Suſpition of the Felony in 


« the Servant Maid, I had the Mornin 


© afterwards made my Excuſes for it, whic 


ehe accepted, and our Miſunderſtanding 
« afterwards, aroſe from his Refuſal to 
« have the Matter referred to any other 


4 of his Majeſty's Juſtices of Peace, hen 


& Sir John Gonſon could not be found: 
* And eſpecially on his adding to this, a 
« Suſpicion of my being concerned in a 


75 great Wickedneſs, (after I had told him 
40 


everal great and unqueſtionable Cha- 


e raters, to whom I had the Honour to 


% 


ce be known, ) inſtead of ſuppoſing, what 
„God and my ſelf knew to be true, and 
« what was at leaſt equally probable to him, 
* thatTI was doing the moſt generous and 
* chriſtian Action poſſible to be named. 


i Being thus, MY LORD, fo unexpectedly 


brought into the moſt imminent Danger, that 
an honeſt Man could well be, of having a 
Reflection of a very dangerous Nature 


break out on my Character, while 1 was 


worthily engaged for the Safety of 4 poor 
tendlefs Creature, who had taken re- 


fu ge 


eing guilty in the Matter of the Maid, 
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| Pay | 
fuge in me to protect her Innocence; and 
being well appriz d of what terrible Conſe- 
quence, the leaſt Imputation of ſo heinous 
a Nature would be in the Minds of Men; 
ſo naturally delighted with; and ready to en: 
| tertain whatever is diſadvantageous to one 
| another's Characters, and conſidering Re- 
ports of ſuch a Nature, when once broacti- 
ed, loſe nothing in being related 
What could 1 do on ſuch an Emergency, 
more properly, than to reſolve to bring 
on the Stage of the World, as ſoon as 
poſſible, an ample and a diftin# Relation 
of the whole Matter, and of all that had 
| paſſed ? In appealing thus ro the World; 
1 follow the Example of a Right Reverend; 
and wery preat Prelate of our Churth; who, 
to obviate the ſpreading of a Scandal, and 
to prevent its taking Root in Peoples 
Minds, very juſtly made uſe of a daily News- 
Paper, and that in a Matter of not greatef 
Conſequence to his Lordſhip, than this is 
to Me. Self. Defence is allowable in all 
Caſes, and the Meaſure and Manner of it 
muſt be taken from the Occaſion. Fot 
theſe Reaſons, therefore, have I thought it 
| gdviſeable, and neceſſary, to make Pubs 
lick 4 State of this . Caſe as ſoon as 
poſſible. And when I had. reſolved on 
ir, How could I introduce ir into the 
World with a better Grace, than in an 
bumble Addreſs to your Lordſhip ? Whether 
Conſideration be had to the great Station 
you ate in, that gives you the immeniate 
2 8 | D 
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Superintendency, and in fome meaſure - 
2 of the Commiſſion, which has been 
n the Caſe in Quettion, in my humble 


Opinion, ſo irregularly executed, and the 


Power Of it ſo notoriouſly abuſed, Or to that 


PH 
great Charadier, which your Lordſhip has fo 
Univerſally obtained, fince your firſt En- 
trance into Magiſtracy, of being in a par 


ticular Manner a Patron of the Oppreſſed, 
and a Guardian to the Innocenn. Without 7 
claiming, my Lord, the kaft Privilege 
for laying this Matter before your Lord- 
ſhip, from the long Enjoyment I have had 
the Honour of, of your particular Patro- 
nage; tho' methinks, 1 might flatter my 
ſelt, with ſome Reaſon, that my being great- 
ly zealous, that one, whom your Lordſhip 
had honoured with your Favour ſo many 
Years, and of which he has received ſuch 
unqueſtionable Proof, and the Aſſurance of 
more, might be exempted from the. leaſt 
Cenſure, ſhould not be unaceeptable to you, 
tho“ he were ſo near to me, as my ſelf. Or 
without regarding what I was told. That 
% an Account of the whole Affair would 
be laid before your Lordſhip this After- 
non; and which for ought L know, has 

actually been done. Do e „ 
Wherefore, my Lord, I immediately 
tame home, and ſat my ſelf down to give 
your Lordſhip, and the World, this Pablich 
and true Account Of the Matter; every Article 
of which, I am ready to verify on Oath. 
and Time being very precious with .— 
e 
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have reſolved, if poſſible, to have it out by 
Tueſday Morning, when I am to - 
pear to the Warrant ; not knowing what 
the Conſequence of that may be to my 
ſelf, while the Party remains confin'd and 


 ſuſpeed. And as it is thereby become a 


Work of Neceſſity and Mercy, I have or- 


dered the Printer to be ready for it, Te- 


morrow Morning. 
I thought I was obliged to be very Parti- 


4 cular, that a right and a true Judgment 


might be at once form'd of my part in this 
whole Tranſaction; that not the leaſt 
Room might be left to make any ſiniſter 
Conſtruction, either of my Character or 


7 Conduct on ſo remarkable an Occaſion. 


But however particular I have been, I don't 
pretend to have related every Word that 


| was ſpoke; but I do and can truly pre- 


tend, I have every material One, that leads 
to the forming a Judgment inthe Matter; 
and I am aſſured, I have aſcribed neither 
to my. ſelf,nor to any Body cHe, thoſe Words 
that were either not ſpoke, or that carry 
not in them, the true and undiſguiſed 
Meaning of that which was ſpoken: 
Having religiouſly avoided either to ſpare 


g ; | my 'ſelf, or falſely to charge another. The 


ſenſeleſs, not to ſay, wicked Irregularity, 
of an antiquated Magiſtrate and his Partner, 
has brought my Character into imminent 
Danger, and it ſtill continues ſo, whilſt the 
Perſon, of whom I am to be thought 
an Accomplice, lies under the Suſpicion. 
WT i i 6 And 


— 
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And as my Interceſſion on her Behalf has 
been on the fſtrongeſt Hopes, not Aſſurances 
pf her Innocence, I tho't it kighly incambent 
on me fully to ſtate the Morives, which either 
firſt, or laſt, made me in any way concern 
my felf with her Intereſts; and when I 
had done . ſo, to haſten the publiſhing 
of it farthe ſame Reaſon, 


And now, Where is that Man in the 
World, who deſerves to. be related to bur 
mane Nature, Who would not have firſt 
gone ta the meaneſt Creature on Earth, of 
whom he had a good Opinion, when fled 
ſo for. ſuccour on ſuch an Occaſion ? And 
Bu having made the fr Step, I ſhould 
be glad to know from the wiſeſt Man alive, 
or, which is much the ſame, from your Lord- © 
it Where, after I had once, on her earneſt {/ 

ntreaty, gone to her in Priſon, I could 


= 


bave worthily fopt ſhort in what I bave done? 


or indeed have acted with leſs warmth, con- 1 


fidering the Spirit that was required to 

conquer the Obſtacles I met with, to 
bring his Morſbip to Reaſon? Eſpeci- 
ally when 1 had to much Reaſon as opened 
it ſelf on all Sides, and much more than 
was abſolutly neceſſary to give an Account 
of in the Narration, Whereon to ground a 
Suſpicion on my Side, of a very weak, if 
not of an arbitrary and unjuſt Proceeding in 
the Caſe? Aud. which the Event, by the bo- 
nourableDiſcharge ſhe bas bad, without being bail d 
at all, and by being at laſt fetch d out f. Priſos 
by thoſe that put her in, las plainly diſcovered. 


\ 
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| Thave faid this, becauſe I have it not only 


at Heart to have my Character unſullied on 


this Occaſion, but that a good Opinion 
may be had of my Conduct too; which by 
the Account I have given of every Particu- 
lar of it, will, I hope, by [ome be thought | 
Wiſe and Prudent, as well as Good and 
Honeſt ; and that notwithſtanding my 
warmth too; for which I cannot but think 
I muſt be allowed by every one, that is not 


a Fuſtice of Peace, at leaſt, to have had more 
than adequate Reaſon. However, I queſtion 


not but there will be others, who, unacquain- 
ted with the Pleaſure of doing another Good at 


any Rate, but eſpecially when it ſball coſt 


them any Troubie, or Risk of being thought 
ill of, however haneſtly employed in their 


= doing it, will judge my Conduct raſh and 


unadviſed. But if there are any ſuch, (as 
from the Obſervation of Mankind, I am 
afraid there are but too many, ) 1 would 
have them to know, that as for my ſelf, I 
é have not /o learn'd my Leſſon, neither 
* as a Man, nor as a Chriſtian.” Nor am 
I aſhamed to own it ; however few there 
are that are ready to fallow my Example, 
I don't know what, a Superiority in Power, 
Fortune, Senſe, or in any other Ability, is 
given to us for (and he muſt be a very 
mean Man indeed, that has not ſome 
{uperiour Serviceableneſs in ſome reſpect 


or other,) but to be exerciſed towards 


their Happineſs and Welfare, who may 
d in need of it, and whoſe Honeſty 
and Worth may juſtly recommend them 
e ones Favour. It was the high value I 
put 


(30) 
— on this poor Creature, for that natural 
onefty 1 had obſerved in her, that made me 
willing to take her under my ProteQion, 
When ſhe left my Service. And, in order 
to * her contracting Acquaintance 
with thoſe who might not be ſo ſincerely 
kind to her, that made me be willing to 
condeſcend to write a Letter, now and then 
to her Mother for her, and when I receiv- 
ed the Anſwer, not to diſdain to leave it, 
and read it to her my ſelf, as my Occaſions 
ted me to paſs by where ſhe liv'd. Iam 
not aſhamed, and God grant I never may 
be, to employ. my ſelf for the Good of the 
Meaneſt, no leſs than of the Greateſt Perſon. 
The Greateſt Perſon is but an Individual 
any more than the Meaneſt, and no ſhort 
 Hv'd humane DiſtinRion is, of it ſelf, fo 
great in my Eve, nor I believe in your Lord- 
ſhip's, as that Virtue and Integrity of Life, 
which may de the Portion of the Meaneſt, no 
leſs than of the Greateſt of humane Kind; 
and which will diſtinguiſſ the Poſſcſſors of = 
it, and which alone will diſtinguiſh chem, 
to all Eternity. The ſenſeleſs, ſtupid Re- jw 
flections, unworthy of Men, Gentlemen, 
and Chriſtians, that I have heard paſs d on 
my r my ſelf in this poor diſtreſt 
Crcature's Cale, heightn'd with that Ap- 
pearance of Reaſon from the Danger I was 
in in doing it, have occaſioned my delivering 
my own Sentiments fo freely and fo warm- 
| Jy on the Concluſion of the State of it. 1 
hope they - will nor be thought improper 
' hyp your Lordſhip, nor by any truly — 
„% ine ern 7-7 i It 
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| "&5 3 om 
Perſons, and that they will juſtify me with 
your Lordſhip and all good Men, for my 
concerning my felf, at firſt, and continuing 
to proceed in it with that warm Application 
I haye done: Or atleaſt (tho' I can t ſuſpect 
it ſhould not,) iF it ſbould nor, 1 am ſure 
I ſhall not ſo much as want them to 
juſtify me at a higher Tribunal, that Of 


=_ MY LOAD, 
= TOYIR'D with the juſteſt Reſentment 
a F and Indignation at the Uſage I met 
ith from Mr. R——7, and warm with 
the Apprehenſion of the Danger I had been 
in, and continued to be in from the wor- 
ſhipful Knight's, (however legal,) yet un- 
worthy and indiſcreet Behaviour on this 
Occaſion, ' I pen'd this humble Repreſenta- 
tien of the State of the Caſe, Saturday Night, 
and ſending the firſt Sheets of it to the Preſs 
Sund Morning, proceeded that Day to 
28 fer down thoſe Obſervations, which crouded 
XX themſelves into my Mind, and with ſome of 
which 1 intended this Repreſentation ſhould 
be accompanied; and as 1 was in the E- 
vening drawing near to 2 Concluſſon, I had 
Word brought me, That the young Wee 
, man was diſcharg'd, the Bank Note for 
* "Suſpicion of ang which ſhe had 
been impriſoned, and my felf, for my 
** Chriſtian Interpoſition in her Behalf, 
«fo near being ſuppoſed the Receiver 
„ had deen only miſlaid, and that 
. ſhe Was come o make me ber 
humbie 


* 
1 . 
= „ 


* for Randir 
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I had deen aim 
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well worthy publick Obſervation, becauſe 
of very great publick Concern, 
What becomes of the Liberty of our 
Conſtitution, that Boaſt and Glory of our 
Country, if it authorizes a Juſtice of Peace 
to deprive any one of his Liberty, and 
commit to Priſon on a ſimple Allegation, 
tho*.on Oath, of a Saſpicion againſt him? 
A Suſpicion, my Lord, that may have irsriſe 
in the Informer's Mind, from a Thouſand 
other Reaſons than the true One, (and which 
it is the proper Buſineſs of a Juſtice of Peace 
to ſee to, not only before he commits, but 
even before he grants bis Warrant againſt 
any one,) the Party's Guilt 2 Shall a Juſtice 
of Peace be allowed to do that which a Se- 
| eretary of State dares not do? I ſhould he 
glad to know what Secretary of State would 
commit any one, on another Perſon's, tho* 
known, much leſs on an unknown Perſon's, 
telling him on Oath, * That ſuch 4 One, 
| © he believes, holds a treaſonable Corre- 
_ « ſpondence?” Would not he enquire 
into the Reaſons of ſuch his Belief? Would 
he conclude immediately, that becauſe ic 
might be, that therefore it was ? Nay, ſhould 
a Secretary of State indiſcreetly do ſuch a a 
Thing, would it be a Forfeiture of any 
Gentleman's Liberty to ſay to him on that 
Occafion, © My Lord, 1 believe your 
* Lordſhip has done a Thing you cannot 
* Anſwer?” And ſhall ir not be allowed 
but on the Peril of his Liberty, for one 
Gentleman not in the Commiſſion of Peace 


= :.-; to 
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to queſtion: the Legality of another's Pro- 
ceedings it? What will become of that 
Freedom of Spirit, the natural Heritage of 
an Engliſhman, if he cannot do this with- 
our expoling himſelf to a Suſpicion of be- 
ing an Acceſſam in a capital Matter, before 
there ever was a Principal? Or if he muſt 
de called to account for ſpeaking, wherher 
with Heat orno, freely his Mind on ſuch 
, nt CE 
' Pardon me, mp Lord, ſome {ſmall Emo- 
tion, while 1 humbly repreſent the Un- 
reaſonableneſs of fuch a Proceeding: I 
have not only bad a;Warrant out againſt me, 
for ſaying this to a Juſtice of Peace on an 
Occaſion, (the Conſequence of which, has 
- :fhown that I ſaid it with Reaſon,) but 
notwithſtanding it has appeared fo, and 
mdecd, I verily. believe, only becauſe it has 
come out fo, this very Warrant has been 
executed on me, two Days after the D/ 
charge Of the Party, in whoſe favour I had 
imereſted my ſelf in fpcaking it; and that 
(if it can be believed, ) with the Conni- 
vence of a Ser of Gentlemen, or of their 
worthy Chairman, and eld: Brother at 
leaft,, aſſembled in Perry-Seſſione, . to put 
in Execution his Majeſty's Functions in 
relation to the Danger from Street- 
EFNobbert. -J-.have, by Virtue of the War- 
ant in Queſtion, been taken up by the Con- 
table, aſſiſted with two ether Men, 
and led up the Street in open View of all 
the World, as if I was one of the moſt no- 

torious Villains in Town, 
Their 


(BY) 
This. un Taten Progeecyng of their 
Worſhips, has (with a great deal of Juſtice, 
hope it will be thought,) kindled my In- 
dignation with new Fire, and added 
new Spirits to my Reſolution, of laying 
the whole Caſe, with my Obſervations there- 
on, before the World. What has been 
done to me, might have been done to any 
other, and may be done on Occaſion (un- 
leſs my Example gives them warning) to 
any hereafter, who with me ſhall have the 
Engliſh Preſumption to do what I have done, 
to queſtion the Fuſtneſs of the Proceedings of one 
of them. And I were unworthy being, what, 
next to my being a Man and a Chriſtian; is 
my Pride and Glory, that I mean of being 
en Exgliſhman, if 1 could allow my ſelf co fit 
down With Patience, under ſuch unwar- 
tantable UſaFe. Shall an Exgliſbman fit 
don content wich that Uſage, from a 
Fellow Subject, that he is not to endure 
by the Conſtitution from his Sovereign? 
For this Reaſon, my Lord, I can, when the 
Cauſe of Liberty is concerned, very freely 
be content to give up my Name, and 
become a Town-talk, and have re- 
ſolved to lay it before the World, in 
à bumble Repreſentgtion to your Lordſhip, 
as Lat firſt from a different, and, however 
great in it ſelf, a very inferiour Motive 
intended. And I beg, 1 may have leave to 
treat Men, no better chan my ſelf, and the 
Integrity of each of whoſe Characters can 
de at no more Conſequence to the public 
than mine, with that Freedom which I 
E 2 think 
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think their Oonduct towards me has de- 
ſerved. ' I am very willing to | and the 
Ser Heyags it, and: oa them 

8 "FACTS being not ee Alterns 
on, and there being Truth, if not Grace in 
the Narration I have given of the original 
Matter, I ſhall let it remain as it is; and I 
humbly beg your Lordſhip's wy the 
World's Attention, while J juſtify my ſelf 
in what I have done in this whole Affair, 
2 and fliew the Unteaſonableneſs ſeverally 
and jointly: of the ere ind, 
Mmeiob ode: wu: I FEOF ps 1 
And becauſe I thin it of Conſequence, 
to confider well What 1 have to y on 
this Occaſion, and for another Reaſon or 
two, your Lordſhip will have this humble 
Addreſs come to your Hands ſomething the 
later. But however = itsſhall' be pre- 
ſemed you, it cannot be unſcafunable; It 
mztters not to the Publick, | whether Borg 
Ach ef Injuſtice has been committed 2+ 
Day, a Weele, or a Month ago; the . 
Queſtion the publick is conderned in ; 
whether it le committed er 28. — 2 
if committed. Whether it deſerves its | 
Attention. That this will be thought ſo 1 | 
do not at all Queſtion. If publiſhed ſwon- | 
er, it might have had more Paſſiondin it, i 
but it ſhall not by coming out ſo lands W « 
have in it the:lefs Reaſon. n. 
And. ſince it will become public, And de! 1 


have Time before me, I ſhall in the Obſervs- 
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tion I ſhall:make,: not only conſine my felf: 
to thoſe: Which [ſhall immediately ariſe out 
of the Subject relating to my ſelf; but 
ſhall give a free Scope to thoſe which ſhalt: 


ſuggeſt themſelves to my Mind,” that fall 


be of a more publick Nature. The Suh- 
jekt is very fruitful, and the Love of Liber- 
ty and my Countty, makes me warm ain 


it. And if civil 'Magiſtrates ſhall for the 


future, nay; if but One, ſhalk be Induced” 
by what I ſhall fav, to have more Tender- 
neſs and Compaſſion for the wnbippy Accuſed; 
and take more Conſideration cer he: 
grants his Varrant, (which is not to be done 


| upon. every Suggeſtion,) or! before he com- 


miti, than he was won't to do: If hereafs 
ter, there ſhall be but One leſs unjuſt Com 


mitment, or Commitment without Proſecu- 


tion than had otherwiſe: been; then, my 
Lord, ſhall 1 think have been of pub 
lick Uſe and Benefit,” Much mort, if 
what I truſt ſhall be the | Caſe; before 
lay down my pen, if taking Occaſion from 
hence, I ſhall be thought to have given 
00d. Reaſon for a narrow Inſpection into 
ome Matters in the Courſe of the Admi 
niſtration of Juſtice in our Country, whion 
ſball be thought highly to call for ic. & 
And I hope it will not be the Heſs! 
acceptable to your Lordſhip in parti- 
cular, if, before 1 have done, I reſcue 
the GREAT SE AL ieſell, in whoſe- ever 
Hands it maybe; from a very heavy, white 
D h²N¹O in eg. m 97 TRL a 17s 3s 
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lige bod, Bond- ot leſs conſidered, tho in 


it ſelf a very unjuſt Cenſure. 
hut as Order requires, that I ſhould bee 
in with Remarks on my. own Caſe, 1 hope 
ſhall have your Lordſhip's and my Rea- 
ders Attention while 1 do ſp, for the Sake 
of what may be deduced from it, and of 
what ſhall:expreſly follow it, of more im- 
mediate publick Concern. 
in purſuing: my Subject, I ſhall conſider 
| ard, what the whole | Proceedings, Of Mr. 
verre; ſome of which, 80 be the 
"moſt fzorblans I: baye not yet ſtate 
ing not till the qaung Woman's. Dior 
come to my Know ee | 
' "24h, What the pretended, I/als.w 2s, un- 
der ms: of wh had the Warrant 
* 2gainſt me. 
33h, Takeinto Cantideraticn' ie Knight's 
Proceedings, in Conſequence, in. the Tap: 


ge 50 Inſult. 
And laſtly, the Progeedings of the. 19 — 
11 in abetting of the Warrant, and 2 Cen- 
ute by — The Executing of which 
F by their Order or uvenge; at 
the Proceedings before em m it, 
Circumſtances attending is, appeared 
ig me no ways interiour, , or more . 5 Wor- 
-- thy notice than any ching in OE ocels 
"of thewhole:AWair; neither to my ſelf nor 
| to evety Deli Commoner that ſhall | 
* ed 1 „b viinmw 1d iud ; 
And in the fh Place, I doi be; teh to 
. frm; chat what Mr. R 05 * 1s 


Al 
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Affair, was both in Manner and Matter, 


Reſentment 1 expreſs'd at his Proceeding, 
was what I had a Righr to expreſs, and con- 
ſequently juſtifiable. That Sir Jobn Gonſon 't 
ranting a Warrant againſt me, however 
awful, Was an ungentlemanlile unworthy Ac- 
tion, and to be condemn'd by every one 
that ſhall hear of it. And that the Execu - 
1 of it and Proceedings before the Ju- 
tices in the Veſtry, were Arbritrary, not 

to ſay, out of Reſpect to ſome of them, 
legal. And as I ſhall make all this appear 
or not, am I content to ſtand or fall an our 
- Lordſhip's and all my Reader, Cenſure. 
And ir I do do it, as J truſt 1 ſhall, I hope 
_ I ſhall not be thought to have troubled the 
World and your Lordſhip upon an im- 
pertinent Occaſion. AP 
And, my Lord, in the firſt Place, as to Mr. 
R -, as I have heard him ſpoken 
well of, I cannot enter on what 1 have 
to ſay, concerning his Behaviour on this 
Occaſion, without obſerving, - That lam 
always extremely concerned at the ſee- 
ing any Deviation in an honeſt Man's 
Character, eſpecially from what he has 
_ given Reaſon in his general Conduct to 
be reputed to be. I think che Integri- 
ty of another Man reflects Honour on 
my ſelf, as Lam of the ſame Nature with 
him: I rejoice at the Sight of it, and can- 
not but coplcquently ſuffer when I do not 


* 


kde it. 
it is not without Concern, chat [aw ob- 
. | liged 


F 


Weak, Illegal, und Unwarrintable ; That the 


this Reaſon; I ſay truly, that 


— 
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liged to lay open the Conduct of this 
worthy old Gentleman, in an Inſtance that 
cannot but refle& Diſhonour on him. If 
old Men will not know of themſelves when 
they ought to reſign, they ſhould be made 
to know it. For what he has done in this 
Inſtance, if it be not to be aſcribed to the 
Effect of Weakneſs from old Age, there 


| 1 = Reaſon to apprehend, it is not the 


A# of Injullice that has either weakly 


or wickedly been done by him. 
My firſt Charge againſt him in this Caſe, 


is this, That bis Proceedings herein, were ex- 
tremely Weak. 


When a Perſon is brought before a Ju- 


fice of Peace on Suſpicion of ſtealing. a 


Bank. Note, can it be thought that any Man 
can be ſo void of common Senſe, as not 
to ask a few Lueſt ions of the Accuſer 
on the Occaſion 2 As, When you 
« laſt knew the Bank Note was in the 
Place from whence you loſt it? What 
* that Place was? When did you firſt 
« mils it? Tho' you kept but one 
„Maid, was ſhe never out of the Houſe ? 
« Had you ever any Reaſon given you to 
e ſuſpet her Diſhoneſty defore? What 
„ is the Number of the Note ? Is it re- 
* ceived at the Bank? And the like. 


There were two fale ＋ 2 her Miſtreſſes, 


o One of which only the Nite belonged, 


and ſhe only (wears that ſhe has loſt it. 
But I don't hear the Juſtice was ready to 
ask the Other, tho' before him, Whether 
* ſbe knew not what was becom e of it? 1 


hat ſhe has only to truſt to, and in 


been the Caſe, 
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If the BanksNote was Joſt; IL would fain 


know, Why One old” Maid, knowing 


order - to lay up againſt an evil Day, 
may not be as reaſonably ſuſpected to 
have defrauded anatber as a poor Ser want 
« Maid be ſuſpected of it, to whom - 


thing elſe either was or could be imputed to 
4 fſuſpect her, but hat might be with more 
Colour of Reaſon imputed to the Other 


of her Miſtreſſes, Tbar ſhe was in the 
Way- of tubing it? Eſpecially when it was 


known to-the Miſtreſs, and, however little 


minded, told the Juſtice, that the poor Crea. 


ture could neither read nor write, and 


conſequently knew no more the Diffe- 


rence between 2 Rank · Note and a Piece 
of waſte Paper tha a Cr. 
Had any of the forementioned Queſtiont 


been arb d, it would have appeared, That 


the Bank. Note of 440 l. had been miſ- 
eeſing nine Days; That either no Enquiry 
end at all been made at the Bank, whe- 
«her received or not, or that it had not 
deen received, nor had there been any pub- 
ck Advertiſement at all concerning ii 


Would it not on this have appeared evi- 


— 4. any one that had more Senſe 
than an 


Ideot, that it was impoſſible the 
Bank*Note could have been ffollen; and 


would there not have been the higheſt 
Neaſon given to conclude immediately, 
what 1 Would in Cbariij believe to have 

t it Was only miſlaid?ꝰ 
e F N #/ 31 5 1 
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If the Neglect of making theſe. Enquiries 
does not ſhew his Worſhip's Proceedingsin 
the Matter ak, let me be thought a 
Fool in thinking them ſo. Or rather let me 
be blam'd for my unreaſonable Charit 

in not thinking them Wicked. | 

But in what Manner was this poor inno- 
cent Creature brought before him ? 

It is a hard Matter, my Lord, to con- 
ceal a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, in a Mind 
not accuſtomed to have the Senſe of it. 
J have Charity enough for the old Gentle- 
man, to perſuade my ſelf bis is not. He could 
very readily acquaint me, © 7hat be did 
* not know the Ladies, the young Womaw's 
Miſcreſſes. This was very reaſonable for 
him to tell me, either in Confirmation or 
Alleviarion of what he had done. But if he 
did nor ſay this to me, from a Senſe of hav- 
ing acted irregularly in the Matter, I would 
fain know, Why he did not tell me at 
the ſame time the other Circumſtances, 
« in Which this Matter was brought be- 
fore him? That tho' the Ladies were 


none of his Acquaintance, they were 


© the intimate Friends of two mature = 
* ſters, his next Door Neighbonrs ,and particu» 
«* lar Acquaintance, that he went from 
« his own Houle to theirs to do this Jobb; 
* That there, as I would hope, (from the 
© Prevalence of Nature if not of Grace) 
in chaſte Conſiſtory with thoſe two, and 
* one of the young Woman's Miſtreſſes, 
« a Stratagem was form'd eee 

| | | an- 
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« clandeſtinely to bring the Maid before 
« him, by ſending their fale Confidante to 
„ her, wich Orders to bring a Fan to 
&« her Miſtreſs that was there: And fo con- 
« curred to have an innocent Perſon brought 
« in a Way of Juſtice before him, before 
„„ he had received any Information on 
“ Oath, of what was laid to her Charge.” 
This, my Lord, is Fact. For the Lady, 
whoſe Bank-Note it was, did not come 
there till the young Woman vas ſent 
for, and till ſhe had ſeen her ſafe, where 
perhaps ſhe had been glad, (tho' in a- 
nother Senſe, 1 mean, in an honourable 
Way, rather than, to Appearance, dye 
an old Maid, to have ſcen her ſelf) in 
his Worſhip's Clutches. : EG 
And here, my Lord, may we behold 

bis Worſhip fitting in Judgment, aſſiſted 
with this venerable Court of Spinſter Aſſiſt- 
as, attended by a purſuivant Duegna, On a 
poor innocent Creature, and commitring 
her to Priſon, becauſe Oatb was made by 
One of them, that the Ronk- Note was loſt, 
and believed ſhe had taken it, without 
the Aſſignment of, or Enquiry after, any 
Manner of reaſonable Ground for that 
Belief. And what can ſuch a Scene be 
better compar'd to, than to PLUTO at- 
tended by the Infernal Furies? I crave 
Allowance for a little Severicy here, be- 
cauſe theſe venerable Females expreſly ſaid, 
in this Scene, That as ſhe had ſtollen it, I 
* was the Perſon who had received it and con- 
5 may vey d 
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© veyed it away.” And becauſe their Barbarity, 
after they had ſent her to Goal in her 
ordinary working Dreſs, was fo ihfernal; 
as to refuſe her, next Morning, the letting 
her have her Stays, tho' Decency and the 
Cold of thePriſon fo reaſonably required it. 

Wich great Submiſſion, my Lord, to 
the Gentlemen of the Veſtry, and to all bet- 
ter Judges (if better there can be,) 1 do 
think that this muſt be an illegal and con- 
ſequently an wwwarrantable Commitment. That 
the bare Oath of 4 Suſpicion in the Miſtreſs 


or any one elſe, cannot warrant a Suſpi- 


cion in the Fuſtice. And that every Fuſtice 
of Peace in the like Cafe, is bound as he 

would anſwer for his Commitment, to have 
a reaſonable Ground for his own Suſpicion 
before he actually commits, If not, my 
Lord, whoſe Liberty is ſafe? What Door 
is there not open for Malice, Hatred, 
Envy, and all other uneaſy Paſlions to 
work in the Minds, and ro break our 
among all Sorts of People to the harraſſing 
one another, and ſending one another by 
the Help of a friendly Fuftice to Goal on 
any Occaſion? I am afraid, my Lord, 
this Matter is not ſo much conſidered by 
Gentlemen in the Commiſſion, as it ought to 
be: I mean, That when they commit 
on Suſpicion, it muſt be on Evidence 
“ given to them that ſhall reaſonably 
« cauſe them to ſuſpect, or they are liable 
* co anſwer for their Commitment.” And 
1 do aver, that none was given in this 
Caſe, on this his on State of it. But 


£ MM 
But what Juſtice of Peace dares commit 
upon any Allegation of a Suſpicion, with- 
out giving Opportunity to the ſuſpeFed 
Party in the very firſt Inſtance, and before 
Commitment, to defend his or her Cha- 
rater, where at leaſt the Suſpicion is not 
otherwiſe violent? The accuſed Party's 
not being able to do this, 1s a very material 
Evidence for Suſpicion. Now, notwith- 
ſtanding the Fuſtices alledging this to me, 
as one Reaſon for his committing her, 
(which would have been a very good 


To one, tho' not in it /elf ſufficient, had 


it been true, and which I did not 
know but was true, in the Beginning of 
this Addreſs) he has manifeſtly acted as 
illegally in this Point, as weakly in the other. 
And as in the forementioned Point, he tacitly 
confeſſed himſelf to have done amiſs in 
the Manner I have mentioned, while he 


tells me what made for him, and not what 


made againſt him; ſo has he done the ſame 
bere, while he told me only what was 

not done that would excuſe him, and not 
what was done that rendered him inexcuſ- 
able. He told me, That he had asked 
„ her, Whether ſhe had any Body that 
* would ſpeak to her Character, And, 
That ſhe had none. But he did not 
tell me what preceded this Queſtion, (ho 
it ought not to have done fo, becauſe no 


mention ought to be of Bail before there 
appear Reaſon to commit,) which was, 


That he had asked her, W 
he 


| ( 46 ) 
© ſhe had any Body that would Bail her, 
< and that on her aaming One who was a 
* Houſe-keeper, a Man of Worth and Sub- 
s ſtance; his Worſhip, in Conſequence of 
* her Miſtreſſes, ſaying, “ He would not do, 
« was pleaſed, without any more Words, 
eto refuſe him. Thus, the moſt capi- 
tal Privilege of an Engliſh Subject, as 1 
take the Privilege of Vail to be, was ar- 
bitrarily and illegally refuſed. This the young 
Women is ready to atteſt on Oath. And as 
| ſhe had no Body with whom the could be 
ſo free as either to defire to ſpeak for ber, or 
zo bail her but this honeſt Man, (who is a 
ſubſtantial Houſe-keeper) and my ſelf, 
ſhe was arbitrarily cut off from taking the 
Advantage the Law allowed her. I, who by 
being # Lodger, could not be Bail, was pre- 
cluded from being able to ſpeak for her, be- 
cauſe openly ſuppoſed an Accomplice wich 
her, and the other, againſt whom no Rea. 
fon could be alledged, why he could not 
Bail her, was rejected without any Reaſon 
by his Worſaip, out of Complaiſance, not 
to ſay wicked Conſpiracy, with his fair At- 
tendants. And well might ſhe not offer 
to have that Perſon to ſpeak for her, who 
was ſo arbitrarily refuſed to be Bail for ber. 
And now, my Lord, I do think this 
arbitrary Refuſal of a proper Perſon for Bail, 
was illegal and unwiarrantable, and calls 
for a ſevere Cenſure in every one who 


has the Liberty of the Subject at Heart. 
CR | And 


D = 

And thus much as to his Worſhip's Be- 
bavioar towards the committed Party; which I 
hope I ſhall be thought to have called by its 
right Name, when I ſaid it was weak, ille- 


gal and unwarrantable. 


I come now to take into Conſideration 
the Miſunderſtanding that aroſe in the Courſe 
of this Affair, between Mr. K —— and 
my ſelf, What gave Occaſion to this Mit- 
_ underſtanding, was, my peremptory refuſing 
to have ber bail'd, till I had a Sight of the. 
Examinations or Reaſons for her Commitment, 
and if thoſe were they which he told me, 
abſolutely refuſing to acquieſce in a Commit- 
ment under them. The upbraiding him for not 
doing in this Caſe, what, in my Opinion, he 
ought to have done, was the Inſult I offer'd, 
under Pretence of which the Warrant was 
firſt granted by the Knight againſt me, and 
for which I was afterwards convicted by 
their Worſhips. : 
And here, my Lord, I humbly appre- 
hend, that telling a Fuſtice of Peace, when 
not Executing of his Office, He had done 
a Thing which be could not Anſwer the doing 
45 is no Inſult; and if it be an Inſult, he 
rew it juſtly on himſelf by deſerving it, 
and denying what 1 humbly conceive I . 
had a Right to, 
This Rgbt, tho their Worſhips at the 
Veſtry were pleaſed to deny, I take to have 
been my Right, to be the Right of every 
Engliſhman, or if it be not wy New by 
> aw 
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Law at preſent, I have hit on a Blot in our 
Law that ſtands in great need to be filled up. 

And firſt, my Lord, I do believe, had 
Mr. R not been conſcious to him- 
ſelf of having done an irregular Thing, 
that he would have immediately produced 
the Examinations, and Communicated them 
to me. I don't remember to have ſpok 
of this Matter in private to any Juſt , 
but who has told me he would readily haye 
done it in the like Caſe of a Commitment 
on 4 ſimple Suſpicion. But as their Vor- 
ſbips of the Veſtey were pleaſed, (as in Ho- 
nour to their Jadgments I fain 
believe) out of a kind Reſpect to their 
weak aged Brother, and out of an unkind 
one to their own Authority, (for what 
Authority is ſupported by ſtraining it?) to 
be of a. contrary Opinion, and às I did 
not Care when before them, to conteſt a 
Matter with my Judges; I ſhall beg Leave, 
out of great Reſpe# to my own Judgment, 
and great Compaſſion to theirs, to labour 
this Point a little with them here, and 
ſhew, that if I am miſtaken in a Point 
of Law, I am not fo in one of Reaſon, I 
am, indeed, as your Lordſhip knows, a 
Barriſter at Law, and I own a very un- 
worthy one, and could the better bear 
the candid Wonderments of the Fuſtices 
at my Ignorance in ſuppoſing this to be 
my Right, becauſe I reſolved before I was 
one, not to be a trading One. But how- 
ever, I am not ſo very Ignorant, as not 


( 


fox my Reaſon, as well f 
a great deal of Reaſon for my Law. 
I will be fo fair with them too, as to 
| Conſider the Matter as it ſtood, when I firſt 
inſiſted on having the Evidence for the Suſ- 


| cion Communicated to me, that is, while 
the Party was in Goal, and before her Enlarge« 


N 


ö 
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ment was thought on. And I humbly con- 
ceive, I had a Right to inſiſt on having 
| this communicated to me; let her have 
been in the End ſhewn to have been Cri- 
minal or Innocent, juſtly or injuſtly com- 
mitted : And that notwithſtanding the or- 
dinary Proviſion of Bail the Law has made 
for the Liberty of the Subject in ſuch 
Caſe : Indeed for that very , Reaſon, be- 
cauſe it is allowed. | | 
And in the i Place, I rake Intendment 
of Law to be as much Law as any expreſs 
Law whatſoever. And what can evec be 
conſtrued to be intended by the Law, if 
that be not, without which, what the Law 
expreſsly allows, cannot be prudently and 
adviſedly done? And how in Commitments 
of Suſpicion of Felony, where the Law al- 
lows Bail, can any one, (eſpecially in a 
Charitable Caſe, and co which che Law 
ought to have Reſpect, both as we are 
Men and Chriſtians, where ncither Honour 
nor Conſcience oblige but in Prudence, 
or indeed in any Caſc,) prudently offer ac 
the giving it, or getting it to be given, 
without fir# knowing what Degree of 
Suſpicion there is m—_ the cunmitted yp 2 
| . ave 


(50 
L have been ſo much commended for mak- 
ng this prudent Step, that I could almoſt 
paſs ic over without f. ing any thing 
more to juſtify it. It is fo ſuitable ro 
common Senſe, that unleſs Law be again 
common Senſe, (which, if what my Lord 
Coke ſays be true, That the Law is built 
eon the big beſt Reaſon is not to be ſaid,” ) 
it muſt be Law too. 
Had there appeared on the Stating of 
the Evidence to me, any probable Reaſon + 
for the Suſpicion, I would not at all have 
concerned my ſelf any further in the Mat. 
ter. I had, it is true, a very good Opini- 
on of the Party's Integrity, and I had Rea- 
ſon to have it. But I was not without 
my Apprehenſions of a Poſſibility of there 
being à Colour of accuſing her, that might 
not have made it very prudent in me, 
to concern my ielf any further in the Mat- 
ter; even tho that ſhould have appeared 
afterwards, what has ſince, That ſhe was 
Innocent. I neither know when any one is 
in a State of Grace, nor is it an Article of my 
Creed, that when we are in one, we Can- 
not fall from it. But this Apprehenſion of 
mine, of a Poſſibility of her having done a 
diſboneſt Thing, was ſoon chang'd into a 
certain Apprehenſion, of his Morſhip s having 
done an unjuſt One. And was (out of a 
Human and Chriſtian Compaſſion to the 
otherwiſe friendleſs Parry) immediately 
ſucceeded wich a firm Reſolution in my 
Mind to ſee bim out in it. And this firſt 
| TIM! rouled, 
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rouſed and kept up that Spirit in me, 
which I exerted on this Occaſion, fo ſur- 
prizingly to his Worſhip and his Brethren 
of the Veſtry. : 

It may be here ſaid, That I might 
© have got her hazPd, and have afterwards 
% queſtioned the Legality of the Commit- 
% ment.” I own it. But was there no 
Difference to the committed. Party, which 
Way I acted for her? To ſay nothing of 
what my ion of Bail is, tho? perhaps 
not ſo in Sight of the Law, that it is a 
Sort of temporary Acquieſcence under the Accu- 
ſation, ſhe muſt have been, if bail'd out, at 
the Mercy of her falſe Acculers, when they 
| pleaſed to make it up with her; whereas, 
on the Suppoſition of her Innocence, and 
while her Accuſers had a conſcious Poſſi- 
bility of the Banl- Notes being only miſ- 
laid, not ſtollen, (which they muſt have 
had when not received at the Bank,) while 

ſhe lay under Confinement, ſhe had them 
at her's. Bail is ceftainly, in the Eye of 

the Law, Impriſonment, but it is ſuch a 
Sort of Impritonment for which I believe 
no Jury will ever give Damages. The 
continuing this Apprehenſion of Damages 
increaſing While ſhe lay confin'd, was the 
only Way to put a Stop to the Suffering, 
in Caſe the Accuſation could not be main- 
taincd. And the not being able to main» 
tain the Actuſation, when they ſaw the 
Commitment on it would be conteſted, OCs 
caſion d, I doubt not, the Bayk-Note's being 
| G 3 found 
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found ſooner than it otherwiſe would have 
been. Beſides, my Charity made me have 
the poor Girl's Reputation at Heart; which 
is a moſt valuable Thing in every Condi · 
tion of Life, but eſpecially to one in her's. 
The Happineſs of her Life depending on 
the good Opinion the World had of her, 
and an Integrity of Character in ſuch a 


Caſe cannot be too nicely preſerved. 
Every one knows what the Conſequence, 


of having been once committed, is, in the Opi- 


nion of the World, when the Matter comes 


to a Trial, and the Party not convicted? 


Who is there fo ready to take a Servant 


that has been ſuſpected, tho' declared In. 
nocent on Trial, as he is One that never has 
been in that Circumſtance ? Does not 
the being queſtioned, however honourably 
acquitted, remain a Reproach ? This is 
very unjuſt, bur it is Fact; even where 
there can be no poſſible Doubt had of the 
Party's Innocence, and where the Profe- 
cution has been apparently malicious. And 
how much leſs does a poor Creature ſuffer 
to whom it happens, to be commitred, and 
in the eo uſual Manner þbail'4 out, and 
the Matter made up ſhort of Trial? Very 
little moſt certainly, And with great Rea- 
ſon: Becauſe there may be other Reaſons, 
why People will not proſerute than the Cer- 
tainty of the accuſed party's Innocence. 
The Trouble, the Charge, the Difficulty of 
legal Proof, and not the Party's avowed In- 
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nocence, may be the Cauſe of the Acco- 
modation. Whereas ſcopping ſhort and not 
bailing, and putting them immediately on 
the Validity of the Commitment; is not only 
making the Danger of the Accuſer ſtare him 
in the Face in point of Damages, but in 
point of Infamy too, which will be al- 
ways the greater, the longer be continues 
in his wicked Obſtinacy of nor letting the 
Committed out; not. to ſay a Releaſe in 
that Caſe carries immediate Conviction of 
the Unjuſtneſs of the Impriſonment in the 
Minds of every one. Nay, when this is well 
preſs'd, not only the Accuſer who ſwears, 
ut the Fuſtice too who commits, muſt be- 
in to look to what he has done, For 
Ney no Fuſtice of Peace ought to be at 
reſt, while the Legality of his Commit- 
ment is queſtioned; and no Certainty in 
the Cafe, but it may juſtly be ſo. And in 
this Caſe, I have very good Reaſon to think 
it was highly owing to the intereſted Inter- 
wiews, his Worſhip had with the Ladies, that 
the Matter turn'd out ſo ſoon, fo happily 
as it did. Had I baid her, who knows 


when this Note would have been fond? 


Might not they have dropt the Proſecu- 
tion under Pretence of ant of Evidence or 


for other Reaſons ? I am afraid this is done 
daily, and was, I queſtion nor, to have been 

done here, had I bai d her. For who 
that had no more Conſcience than to ſwear 
a Siſpicion of Guilt on an innocent Perſon 
i on 
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on 10 Reaſon at all, would not evade, if 

poſſible, the Diſhonour of it? This I was 
aware of, and this made me peremptorily 
reſolve to have the Commitment it ſelf en- 
quired into. This a late Agreement among 
the Fuſtices of Peace, not to interfere in one 
enothers Buſmeſs, made difficult to be ob- 
tained among them. Which Agreement, by 
the Way, implies a Suppoſal among tbem- 
ſelves, which their Warſhips in the Veſtry 
would not bear the Suppoſal of in me, 
That there are among them ſome falſe Brothers, 
| (whether rightly denominated by the Word 
trading Fuſtices or no) that are not always 
ready to do their Duty ; and however ne- 
ceſſary this Agreement may be to prevent 
that from being undone for Reward by one, 
which another bad done out of Juſtice, ſtrictly 
obſerved, may on ſome Occalions put the 
Subjects to great Inconvenience. This Agree- 
ment however, had not prevented me to 
have had the Commitment reconſidered, 
tho' not with his Worſhip, Saturday in the 
Afternoon, had not the near Execution of 
their Stratagems to accompliſh what they 
had threatned, Of making me fly if I 
* ſtood by the innocent young Woman 
< on this Occaſion,” obliged me ſo very 
juſtly to look to my ſelf. ew Eros hee, 
My Lord, I don't apprehend that it has 
been at all foreign to the Caſe, to prove 
that I was doing what the Law allowed me 
when I committed the pretended _ 
| | Alt 
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Actions are very juſtly differently conſtru- 
ed in Law, as we are lawfully or unlaw- 
fully employed when we do them. But 
what was this real Inſult? For I would 


not impudently call in Queſtion their Vor- 


ſhips Judgment as to term it when ſpeaking 
of it, any more, a pretended one, after they 
had judiciouſly convicted me of it. What, 1 
ſay, was it, but the telling Mr. R- to 
his Face, not while the Party's were before 
him and he was doing it, but after they were 
gone and it was done, that he had done & 
Thing he could not Anſwer, and for doing 
which, he ought to forfeit. bis Commiſſion ? 
And which I have prov'd to be an unjuſt 
Thing, on his own Repreſentation to me of 
hat he had done? And which, ſince, the 
Event has prov'd to have been ſo. 6, 
And now whatever Colour there might 
be for Cenſure of me, for telling him ſo, 
while the Party remained committed, and 
during a ſubliſting Poſſibility of her being 
Guilty, who could ever have thought that 
the Warrant iſſued out againſt me, could 
have been executed after the Party was 
freed, and the Event had manifeſtly ſhown 
ſhe had been unjuſtly impriſoned ? But 
ſo it has been, and I have had the Ho- 
nour done me, to be taten up like a Fe- 
Jon, and had before their Worſhips, with 
all the Marks of Infamy to anſwer it, and 
found guilty by them, and cenſured ac- 


But, 
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But was this an Offence in the Matter, or 
in the Manner of it? By what I could ob- 
ſerve from their Worſhips reaſoning, the- 
A lay not altogether in the Matter, 
85 ey forgot not ſo far that otber were 

gliſhmen as well as tbemſelves,) but that 
it derived ſome Part of its Guilt from up- 
braiding their weak Brother is the Execu- 
tion of bis Office. My Lord, had this been 
the Caſe, had the Fuftice been actually in 
the Execution of bis Office, and the Parties 
before him, and had his Irregularicy been 
(were ir poſſible) more grievous, I have 
that Reſpet to Magiſtracy in the actual 
Exerciſe of it, to which our Law pays 
ſo juſtly fo great a Regard, That however 
pa donable a Reſentment of Injuſtice may 
be in it ſelf, 1 ſhould have taken great 
Shame to my ſelf for expreſſing it. But in 
this Matter I beg Leave to differ from 
their Worſhips, and affirm, what I hope, 
has appeared to Your Loraſip. That he 

was not executing his Office, when I made 
thus bold with him. 1 think it muſt ap- 
pear evident to any one, that it was be- 
cauſe he would not execute his Office, that 
this (ſo called) Inſult, Was offered. 1 01 
But my Lord, it came out before the Fu- 
flices, what I was expreſsly told by his Wor- 
ſhip's Clerk the Undertaker, ' That tho' this. 
Warrant was for affronting the Fuftice, yet 
that there was an Intent originally to 
ion me on the Matter of the Felony. 
for when I urg'd the Smallneſs of che 
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Offence on my Side, and the Greatneſs and 


nreaſonableneſs of the Provocation on his, 
it was ſaid by more than one Fuſtice at 
the Veſtry, that I had given by my Conduct juſt 
Reaſon to ſuſpet my being concerned with © 


the Maid inthe Matter. And indeed, my 


Lord, (to go along with them as far as in 
Conſcience I can) I do believe, to a weak 
_ wicked Mind, I had. Theydid not omit to take 
into the Account of my. Behaviour, that ten- 
der hearted compaſſionate Chriſtian Expreſ- 

which have above mentioned, (P. 4.) 
and which was reported from the Goal to 
the Juſtice, and from the Fuſtice to them, 
which I ſpoke to the innocent Creature to 
comfort her when I firſt found her in Pri- 
ſon, in all the Agonies which a Senſe. of 
Guilt brings only on a cultivated Mind, 
but which a Senſe of Shame and Concern 
for barely being queſtioned, howevet In- 
nocent, does on an honeſt uncultivated 
One. This, they let me underſtand, had 
juſtly its Weight in their Brother's Mind, 
to treat me as a Perſon to be ſuſpected 
an Accomplice in the Matter, I can't ſay, 
my Lord, whether I received this Con- 
fruftion of ſo human, ſo Chriſtian a Ten- 
derneſs, with more Compaſſion or Con- - 
- tempt for their Judgments. I have, my 
Lord, in the Courſe of my Life frequent- 
ly experienc'd, and that often from your 
Lordſhip roo, with what Pleaſure one 
hears the Words. of a Friend or a Superior, 2 


when they are affectionateiy or tenderly 


uttered 


„ 
uttered, What Power they have to excite 
generous Sentiments in a Mind at Reſt, and 
what a ſweet Remedy they are to an afflict- 
ed Mind, and therefore ſpoke them. Little 
thinking there could be ſuch going back- 
ward. and forward between the Goal and 
the Juſtice, much leſs ſuch ready impli- 
cit aſſent given to a Crew of Goalbirds as 
was in this, and another Inſtance (which 
I ſhall ſpeak ro in its Place) on this Occa- 


fion. But O Tempora, O Mores !—What Times 


do we live in! That a warm generous 
Interpoſition in Behalf of the Innocent, 


* and a Chriſtian tender Expreſſion of 


* Concern at a Calamity ſhould be held ſo 
« unnatural, ſo removed from all human 


« Apprehenſion, as to be more readily 
« thought an Indication of being Par- 


« taker in Guilt, than the Mark of a Heart 


« full of Compallion ! ” 


But allowing the old Gentleman had Rea- 


ſon, not being conſcious of my Innocence, 


to ſuſpe& my being guilry, and to have had 


fome Colour for his unworthy Imputati- 
on, might I not be allowed on my Side 
on the contrary Conſciouſneſs of my Inno- 
cence, and on what Principle I acted, to 
think it a great Hardſhip to be thought 


ſo? Is it a Thing of ſuch a barbarous in- 


human Nature for a Gentleman immedi- 
ately to veſent, and that even without 
any opprobrious Language, ſuch a Suſpicion 


alledged againſt him, upon ſo ſlight a 


Foundation? Whatdiſtinguiſhes Man//augh- 


Fer: 
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, 
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ter from Murder in our Law, but the Haſ. 


tineſs of Paſſion on a juſt Provocation? 
I ſhould be glad to know if I had, under 
the Feeling of my Reſentment, actually 
done, what I think I told the old Gentle- 


man I would have done to a young Man 


on the like Occafion, pull'd bim immedi- 
ately by the Noſe ? Whoſe Blame ſhonld I 
have incurred for doing it, conſidering 
the Greatneſs of the Inſult? But none of 
theſe Conſiderations could work on the 
Minds of my venerable Judges: Neither with 
my worthy Knight at his firſt granting the 
Warrant (for I would hope his Farbe Friend 
had given him a circumſtantial Relation 
how the Affront happened before he iſſued 
it) againſt me, nor with the Fuſtices on 


2 it executed, and on a Hearing pre- 


vent them from condemning me. That none 
of theſe Reaſons operated with the Knight 


I don't at all wonder. He had his Im- 


preſſions from his worthy Friend, and a 


peremptory Refuſal of the Aſſiſtance of any 


other of his Brethren, when his Knighthood 
was not to be found, deſerv'd a ſuitable 


Return. Beſides, an inward Belief, that ge 


that has not Money, muſt be a Rogue, or 
at leaſt diſpoſed to be one, might very 
well incline any Man to act his firſt Part. 
in it. But that 7 or 8 ic Gertlemen, 
after having the Matter laid before them, 


could ſo far forget themſelves, as to /ir on 


the Examination, and proceed to the Cenſure 


of a Gentleman's Conduct, after it muſt have 


SD ap- 


\ 
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appeared, That the Imputstion that gave. 


Occaſion to it was ſo diſhqnourably and ſo 
wnjuftly made, is ſomewhat amazing. 
What a great Honour is it not in 
the — of ſuch may I not juſtly on 
this Occaſion ſay, to be a Fuftice, and how 
little to be a Gentleman 
But it is not more amazing, That they 
could ſit and examine Me in this Matter, 


and afterwards cenſure Me judicially for my 


Reſentment on ſuch an Occaſion, than that 
they could be privy to-the ſending for Me, 


and raking Me up by a Warrant, after the 


Matter was over. for Which I had been firſi 
queſtion'd, and which gave Occaſion to all 
the reſt, I mean, after the poor Servant's 
benourable ' Diſcharge. This, if they were 
privy io, as I think, is very likely, is moſt 
ſurprizing. Is it not highly to be wondred 
at, That in 7 or 8 Gentlemen, there was not 
one that could have interpoſed, by ſaying, 
* Let Us ſend a Meſſage for him, it 1s 
* more civil; tho' he was paſſionate, he 
« was in the Right.” If this could not 
have been expected from thoſe that did 
not know Me, ought it not to have been 


expected from thoſe that did? Did they | 


think, by ſending 3 Men after Me, I 
ſhould have refuſed voluntarily to have 
come to them on the fr Cal? Would 
not this Uſage tempt one to conclude their 
own Judgments and Underſtandings were 
wounded, in the Wound I had offered to 
give to their weak Brother's ? That This was 


an 
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an Affront in which they were al con- 
cern'd, and that, ſhould the Cauſe of Cm- 
mitments be aliow'd to be enguir'd intò, 
their Honour was at Stake, and the ſooth- 
ing Commiſſion dangerous? This indeed 
they were not ſo free as expreſly to ſay, but 
I was told, The Honour of the Commiſ- 
„ fion was to be ſupported.” In Conſe- 
quence whereof, I. who had dar'd queſtion 
2 Brother's Proceedings in it,, was to be 
humbled, in full Confiſtory, for my Pre- 
ſumption! But could they think, that a 
Gentleman who had had the Reſolution to 
act the Part I had done, arid in Spight and 


in Defiance of the Oppoſition I had met 


with, had acted it ſucceſsfully, and forc'd 


them to releaſe the Perſon unjuſtly com- 


mitted, would fit down under a judicial 
Sentence from them for doing it, without 
further Notice:? If they thought fo, they 
will find themſelves, by this humble Repre- 
ſentation of the Matter I here make Your 
Lordſhip, grievouſly miſtaken. . | 

When I came into the PRESENCE, 
and heard my Accuſation read, I was not 
a little ſurpriz d to ſee my Accuſer remain 
my Fudge. I was relolv'd, however, to 


let them go on their own Way, and fo bore 


the reading of my Charge, contained in 
his Worſhip's Servant's Afidavit, to which 


was added, to my no ſmall Surprize, the 


Letter and Declaration I have inſerted above, 


. The reading theſe againſt Me I thought was 


yery extraordipary, conſidering the h 
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the Reſolution expreſs'd in them had been 

attended with, I neither objected to their 
Autbority in general, tho, judging on what 
ſo immediately concern'd them, as their 

own Power, nor excepted to my Accuſer's 
keeping his Place among my Fudges. I 
had. already taken my own Reſolution 
what to do, and I was willing to leave 
them to execute theirs. « When all the 
abovemention'd written Evidence was read, 


the old Gentleman ſtood up in his Place, 
and telling his own Story, concluded (with 
what (becauſe not material to the Point 


in Queſtion) ſeem'd te have ſtuck in his 
Stomach, more than even the Aﬀeront on 
his own Authority) with ſaying, that I 
had, in my Paſſion, call'd the young Wo- 


man's Miſtreſſes a Couple of old B—ch==s, 


Whether this Expreſſion, at my going a- 
way, did, or did not eſcape Me, pray 
God I may never have a greater Fault 
laid to my Charge, than the giving this 
Compliment to a Couple of fale Virgins, _ 

"My Lord, I am really ſerious when I 
term that Expreſſion, as coarſe as it is, 
when applied to an old Maid, a Compli- 
ment. The Word B-tch is the Name of a 


Creature that is uncapable of abuſing her 


Nature. Whereas, the Words Old Maid 
fall little, if any thing at all ſhort, of im- 


plying it. For as God makes more Men 


than Women, there being by Computation 


14 Boys born to 13 Girls, unleſs when ſhe - 


comes to Maturity a Feman happens to be 
| 3 greatly 
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greatly deformed indeed (which is not the 
Caſe of :beſe Ladies, who are tall proper 
Women; and where it is the Caſe, can 
hardly ever be ſo great, but good Qualities 
may recommend it) it cannot be owing to 
any thing elſe than to ſome Abuſe of her 
Nature, that ſhe ever comes to be in that 
forlorn contemptible Condition. To concur on 
their Part to encreaſe and multiply, in an ho- 
neſt Way, is the Duty of Women as well as 


Men; and unleſs their ill Conditions, or their 


_ inſiſting on unreaſonable Terms, Which the Law 
of God does not, nor the Law of Man ought 
not to allow, there being by the Will of 
God, as | have ſaid, more Men than Wo- 
men, every one of the Sex mult and wou'd 
come to be provided for in due Time. And 
that juſt Reproach that is thrown on Wo- 
men, who either do eutfand their Marker, 
or by Reaſon of their ill Qualities are »o 
Man's Money, I look on as a juſt Puniſh» 
ment, for either refuſing rhe Offers made 
them, or for not deſerving any ſhould be 
made them, in this World, before they 


come to lead Apes in another. 


| Having been pretty ſeverę in the Courſe 
of this Addreſs on Old-Maidſhip, 1 am very 

lad I had this Opportunity to deliver my 
timents on that unhappy State; I hope 

it will be a Means of exciting a true Con- 
trition in the Minds of Thoſe whole Iniqui- 
ties have brought them into it, and of pres 
venting Others from having the ſame C c- 
caſion for it. In the Diſputes, My _ 


* , 
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between the two Sexts, Whoſe Fault is it 
that Things are carried no better between 
them? l have, been, in my Time, .of - 
Counſel for the Ladies; but it was only to 
make my Court to them, and from a falſe 
Civility, for which I own I ought to take 
great Shame to my ſelf. My ſerious Sen- 
timents are ſuch, as I am ſure will paſs 
Muſter with the moſt impartial Inſpectors 
of Man and Womankind, That Men are 
not naturally ſo intereſted, nor ſo great 
Lovers of Variety, as Women of all Degrees 
are, of having what will - gratify their Pride 
and Vanity, and make them outvy and ap- 
Pear equal, or ſuperior one to another, I don't 
pretend entirely co excuſe the Men, and to 
think it has been an irremediable Thing in 
itſelf, that we have ſo many b Batche- 
lors in the World, but it 1s certainly the 
little Regard Women have to render them- 
_ ſelves laſtingh amiable to our Sex, that 
makes ſo many neglect them in the Way 
of a rational Entertainment, and take up 
with them only in aWay which brure Beaſts 
have allow'd them in greater Perfection. 
' And therefore, it the Queſtion ſhould be 
put, bo Id reform firff? I anſwer, 
The Ladies certainly. And I don't in the leaſt. 
doubt but the happy Effects of it would 
ſoon be ſeen, to the no ſmall mutual Saris- 
faction of both Sides, and to the very much 
bettering the Face of Things in the moral 
World; which ſuffers more from the irre- 
gular Views which Men and Women have 


y 
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in matching with one another, than from any 


one Thing whatſoever. Were Men and Wo- 
men once good Wives and good Husbands 
one towards another, they would ſoon be 
good Maſters and good Miſtreſſes, good 


Fathers and good Mothers, good, my Lord, 


in every Relation: And what a Beauty 
would not this Order ſpread throughout 
the World? — And ſo much, by way of 


Apology, for myDiſreſpe& towards a Couple 


of old Maids, which, of a harren one, will 
thought ro have been in my Hands a pretty 
prolifick Subject. 

Bur to return to my %enerable Tribunal, 


from whence this Digreſſion, for Edification 


Sake, has led me. When it came to my Turn 
to ſpeak, I was willing to act the Farce fo 
far as to give them ſome little Account of 
the Matter. The Charge in the Footman's 

Affidavit againſt Me was pretty near the ſame 
as I have above ſtared it. That I, ina 
very warm Manner (and, as I humbly 
&* conceive, as it became Me to do) expo- 
« ſtulated with his Maſter, the firſt Night, 
* for having done a Thing he could not 
« juſtify, and heartily ſcolded at him, the 
« next Day, for refuſing to do Juſtice but 
with Sir Fohn Gonſon, and for impudently 
« ſuſpeQting a Gentleman, every Way as 
«* good and as honeſt as himſelf, of being 
« a Villain.“ No Curſing or Swearing, or 
calling his Maſter Names, was laid to my 
Charge. There was indeed to Things in 
the Athdavir to * Exception _ 
| have 
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have been taken, if I had thought it wortb 
my While before my Venerable Tribunal to 
have taken Notice of them. The one falſe, 
but of little Conſequence, and the other 
abſolutely «nwarrantable in the Swearer, 
but much more ſo in my worthy Knight, 
who was the Fidus Achates that took the A, 
fidavit, it he did not help to cook the Matter 
up ſtrongly againſt me. This Afidevit I 
have been no leſs than three times at the 
Clerk of the Veſtry's for, in order to have pre- 
ſented it to- Your Lordſhip and the World, 
as a Specimen of the Manner in which Aff 
da vitt are taken, as well as This hole Caſe 
15 an Account of the Proceedings on them. 
The firſt Time I was told, © They had it 
„ not.” Then, That it would take up 
« three Hours the looking after.“ The la 
Time I applied for it, Truly I muſt apply 
to Sir Fobn Gonſon for it, for they had it 
* not.” —— Indeed, my Lord, they may 
very well be aſhamed of it, and ſo might 
the Gentlemen of the Veſtry to have had it 
read before them; for, as to the Knigbt': 
ſuffering it to be made, I don't wonder in 
the leaſt at That —— T was ſuitable to his 
Wiſdom, if not to his Honeſty. One Ar- 


tile was, That in Excuſe for what I had ſaid 


the Evening before, he wears, © I ſaid, 
© That I was in Liquor.” The old Gentle. 
man himſelf did indeed ſay he thought me 
fo, and this might occaſion the Servant's 
Miſtake, which I would in Charity not be- 
keve a wilful one, For how was it polite 
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for me to ſay ſo, which I know I did not, 
when I never was drunk in my Life, no, 
not tho” I have, in the Courſe of my Life, 
liv'd in the beſt of Company 20 Months in 
Germany, Nor was I ever ſo far gone in 
Liquor, nor is there that Man on Earth can 
ſay the contrary, as ever to loſe the Reſpect 
due to the Company I was in, or ever to 
fay a Thing I did not know I ſaid, or that 
I would not have ſaid, before I had drank 
a Glaſs. But this, tho' /2vorn ſhould accuſe 
my ſelf of, is what I make no Account of, 
and for which I heartily pardon the poor 


Fellow. Nor ſhould I much concern my 


ſelf with the other Article on my on Ac- 
count, Were it not my Intention to make 
this Caſe, ſince I rake my own Time in pub- 
liſning it, as uſeful to the Publick as I can. 
And indeed, my Lord, if this be the Manner 
indulged in our Law in taking Affdavits, 
it is high Time it ſhould continue ſo no 
longer. It 1s, my Lord, the Fellow's 7 Wears 
ing, and the upright Fuſtice's that took his 
Oath, admitting him to ſwear, to my Intention. 
That after his Maſter had ſhut the Parlour 
Door againſt Me, I endeavour'd to open 
« ir, with an Intention, as he verily believ'd, 
of friking his Maſter, or Words to that 
Effect. What is become of the Affidavit 
I know not, and I ſcorn'd to go to the 
Knight for ir. I am ſure it ought to have 
been in the Clerk of the Veſtry's Hands, and 
a Copy of it given Me, being convicted of 


having abuſed a Fuſtice of Peace, on it: But 
3 | 12 


whaty | 


( 68 ) 


whatever is become of it, I have ſo good 


aàn Opinion of every Gentleman there, that 


they attended to it fo well as to remember 
this wicked Conſtruction of my Intention was 
in it. My Lord, I think I give it ics right 
Name when I call it ſo. And if it be 44. 
lowed by our Law, to put ſuch a Conſtructi- 
on on any Man's Intention in the like Caſe, 
it is a wicked Alowance. And indeed, nor 
only this Manner, if it is to be permitted, 
(and none of the Gentlemen Juſtices preſent 
excepted againſt it) but the general Manner 
in which 4fidavics are taken, is, I think, 
highly unreaſonable, and liable to great 
Abuſe. The Parties concerned club their Heads 

together, todiſh out a Matter that may have 
a. plauſible Appearance, and read well, (as 
the Saying 1s) and then the Swearer 1s 
brought before a Magiſtrate, and the Paper 
held in the Clerk's Hands, when, with a 
curſory running it over, and which, I be- 
lieve, is not always done neither, and with 
a © You ſhall ſwear that what 1s therein 
* contained is true, and kiſs the Book,” the 
Matter is ended. But I am ſure, if that Re- 
gard was had, which ought co be had to 
Juſtice, no Magiſtrate would ever ſuffer an 
Affidavit of any Sort to be {worn before him, 
that he did not ſee, and hear taken down 
from the Party's Mouth himſelf; and thar, 
whatever Time it took him up. But what, 
my Lord, would be the Conſequence of 
this? That which is a Shame and a SCandal 

to our Country, and will ever be ſo ll re- 
RED medied 
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medied, That there would be leſs Buſineſs in 


Weſtminſter Hall than there is at preſent. 
My Lord, I was willing to ſay this, on this 
Occalion, for the Good of my Country, 


which, as private a Man as I am, I have as 


much at Heart, as any Man whatſoever ; 


and, I hope ſhall not ſay it in vain. An 


that in a proper Time and Place, due No- 
rice may be taken of ic, Alas! my own 
particular Caſe atfets me not, from whence 
I took Occaſion to ſpeak of it; neither 


would it, more than for the Example Sake, 


was the Matter ſtill ſub judice. I have it 
not in my Nature, to offer to do that in my 
Paſſion, which I would not do in cold 
Blood. My Reaſon, I thank God, never 
fail'd, nor ever was known to fail me, on 


the greateſt Provocation ; fo, as for me to 


do a Thing in a Tranſport of Paſſion, which 
I would not do at another Time; much leſs 
ſo extravagant an Action, as to lift up my 
Hand againſt the Infancy of old Age would 
have been. How much I am Maſter of my 
{elf in this ReſpeR, let every one that reads 


this Caſc, judge; when on ſo great a Provo- 


cation, as the ſuppoſing me, to my Face, 
„ guilty of receiving a ſtolen Bank-Note 


8 


« was,” The only indiſcreet Word that is 
ſuppos'd to eſcape me, was, * calling a 
* Couple of old Maids B—tc—s,” 

1 ſeeing ſome Gentlemen there, who 


were Strangers to me, and One in particu- 
lar, whoſe excellent Character at leaſt, tho 


hut little perſonal Acquaintance between us, 
The Was 
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„ Wo; 
was not unknown ro me, I was content, 
as | have ſaid above, to giveſome ſmall Ac- 


count of the Matter, which the ſtrict reve- 


rential Regard I had for the Knight and his 
Right-hand Brother, my Accuſer, had other- 


Wiſe hindred me from. But when I came 


to that Point, which was the great One, on 
which the old Gentleman and I broke, the 


ſecond Time, That of having no one of 


* his Brethren to his Aſſiſtance, but the wor- 
* thy Knight,” he was pleas' d, moſt impu- 
dently (I ſpeak of him here as my Accu- 
ſer not as a Magiſtrate) to deny it. Indeed 


it was a grating Point, conſidering where we 


were; but I think the od Man ſhould have 
had more Grace than to have put a Nega- 
tive to a Thing, the Afirmative of which 
caus'd all the latter Difference between us. 
For I ſuppoſe, had I acquieſced with his 
Worſhip's Pleaſure of waiting till the Knight 
was to be met with, he would hardly have 
ventur'd on the ſuſpecting me to my Face. 
The Forms of the Judicature not admitting 
my doing, what I offer d, taking my Oath of 
it, ( bur which however is as true as God 
is true) I contented my ſelf with the bare 
Mention of ir. | 
But there was another Point that I could 
not avoid obſerving on, for the Pleaſantneſs 
of ir, and becauſe I ſaw it would be very 
hard to get over it; and this was, his bring- 
ing againſt me in Charge my Heat and the 
Expreſſion of my Paſſion the fr/# Night, for 
which 1 had voluntarily asked hi- —— 
= 3 
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and for which I had expreſly received it. I 
told them, © That 1. thought every Man 
« might renounce his own Right, and 
ce that when once he had renounced it, he 
« was not at Liberty to reſume it; and 
e conſequently, that as the old Gentleman 
* had pardoned me for that Irregularity, it 
' & ought not to have been brought in 
„ Charge againſt me.” There was nothing 
to be ſaid againſt this by Gentlemen, altho 
Fuſtices, and ſo they allow'd it; ſo that the 


remaining Part of the Accuſation was only 


my ſecond Paſſion expreſs d on his ſuſpecting 
me Of being the Receiver of the Bank-Note 
of 440 l. from her that had ſtole ic, It be- 
ing never my Manner to reafon with Peo- 
ple that deny firſt Principles, I was reſolv'd 
to ſay very little to this Point; becauſe, he 
that could firſt grant a Warrant to rake me 
p for a Warmth of Paſſion expreſs'd on 
be Occaſion, and thoſe that could concur 
to the ſending three Men to take me np on 
it, after it had ſo plainly appear'd to be a 
* moſt villainous Imputation, were not pro- 
per Perſons to reaſon with concerning it. 
1 did indeed fay, That I humbly appre- 
hended I had not affronted him in the Exe- 
caution of his Office, becauſe my Quarrel with 
him was, becauſe he did zo: execute it. 
But this was worſhipfully over-ruled, with 
more great Wonderments made, HowI, who 
Was a Barreſter of Law, could be fo ignorant 
as not to know (what I ſhould have wanted 
common Senſe to have thought) that he 

* Was 
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Was executing his Offce when he refuſed fo 
act on my Application, in it. Knowing 
better than to contend with a Lion in his 
Den, I 2cquieſced. . And ſtruggling, as at 
the laſt Gaſp, I faintly repreſented the juſt 
Occaſion I had to be angry, how agreeable 
it was to human Nature to reſent ſuch an 
Imputation, and unhapplly threw in, © That 
I was content to ask his Worſhip's Pardon 
* for my fecond Heat, as I had done for the 
s fr, provided he would ask mine for 
giving me Occaſion for it.” Here a Mur- 
mur aroſe that required Time to ſilence. 
This was monſtrouſly unreaſonable.” — 
This was unhappily urged by me, becauſe 
after offering, I could not well have refuſed 
it; and as | had intenſe before I came 
there to give a publick Repreſentation of 
the Matter, I ſhould have been ſorry, for 
the publick Benefits ſake, to have ſeen my 
ſelf prevented, as in Honour I ſhould have 
thought my ſelf to be, from letting bis Mor- 

ſhip had bis Part in it. | 
So, retiring, 1 was left in Cuſtody of thoſe 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to look after Rogues and 
Felons, while their Worſhips were under De- 
liberation what Puniſhwent was to be inflic- 
ted on me. What weighty Arguments 
were offered on this Occaſion, and by 
whom, either for Aggravation or Alleyia- 
tion of the great Crime I ſtood accuſed of, 
I know not, nor do I much care. Let ir 
ſuffice, that in due Time I was mils. ins 
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When, HE, with WHOM 


— —— a THOUSAND Ears 
(*) Are raptur'd while he talks, and a 
T THOUSAND Eyes 
Are faſten'd on his FORM, 
Was to pronounce Sentence on me. c 


O what more than ordinary Courage it 


required to ſupport the dazling Rays that 
ſhone from his Worſnip's —— Buttons and 
Button Holes! With what more than Ci- 
ceronian Eloquence was my Sentence pro- 
nounced, © That the HONOUR of the 
« Commiſſion was tobe ſupported, and that 
I juſtly deſerved to be bound over (for up- 
braiding one in the Commiſſion of Peace, 
for doing a wrong thing, when it actual- 
ly had appear'd he had done 1t) © But that, 
That Clemency prevail'd in the Minds of 
„ my Judges, and that Moderation and 
* good Nature was in his worthy Bro: ber, 
that he was contented with fo fight a 
e Cenſure as making my Submiilion, and 
« asking bis Pardon before their Worthips. 
Which, to conclude the Farce, I very 
readily comply'd with, little troubling my 
ſelf what the Iſſue was before them. Ar 
taking Leave, however, I could not avoid 
acquainting them, as I told them, with a 
Thought that then came into my Mind, 
which was the Words of our Saviour to the 


n 


(*) See the Verſes prefixed to his three CHARGES 
bound up together, the greateſt Curioſity that was 
ever ſeen for the Occaſion, : 
| p Jews, 
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like magiſtratical Conduct of the moſt vor- 


C03 

Tews, on the Story of the charitable Sama- 
tan, (and which I would alike recom- 
mend to every one who ſhall read this, 
both as they are free Engliſhmen and Chriſtians, 
if they have any Regard for cither of thoſe 
valuable Characters) * Go ye, and do likewiſe.” 

My Lord, What indulgent Cenſtrudt ion the 


Gentlemen of the Veſtry may, according 


to their ſuperiour Wiſdom, put on this Pro- 
ceeding with me, I cannot tell, bur 1 rake 
it as a Cenvictien and a Sentence on it, much 


ſuperiour to the being houmd over to anſwer 
for my Offence at another Judicature, and 
what 1 would never have comply'd with; 


nay, I would have been committed e'cr 1 
would have acquieſced under it, had it not 
been in expreſs View of encreaſing the Se- 
ries of Abſurdities practisd from the Begin- 


ning to the End of the whole Affair. Knows 


ing very well J had it in my Power to make 


my lelf ample Amends for what Indignity 


there was in doing it. I conſider'd it as a 


Sentence, and a Conditicn impoſed judicially 


on me on the Penalty of being bound over, 
or committed, if I cemph'd nut with it. 
AND now, MY LORD, if after thefe 
long Reaſonings it might be allow'd me 
to reſlett on at has more immediately gi- 
ven Occaſion to them, it will. be eaſily ſeen, 
that the Trouble I give your Lordſhip, and 
what I have been obliged to take my ſelf, 
1s chiefly, if it had not been intirely, owing 
to the wile, polite, judicious, gentleman- 


thy 


. „ 
thy Knight J have ſo often had Occaſion to 
do my ſelf the Honour to mention in the 
Courſe of this moſt bumble Addreſs. Had 
he not with ſo much diſcreet Prudence, and 
with that cautious Uſe of the Power which 
the Office of a FJuſtice of Peace 2worthily in- 
veſts him with, concurr'd at firſ# to bring 
me in fo ſcandalous a Manner on the 
Stage on this Occaſion, to the no ſmall 
Likelihood of my receiving thereby ſo ve- 
ry comfortable a 3 to my Character, and 
afterwards actually brought me, in fo civil 
a Manner, before their IVorſaips aſſembled 
in Very, 1 might very probably have con- 
rented my ſelf with the ſeeing (nor that 
of the 20 Guineas, Which was huddled up 
in all Haſte between the Ladies and an of- 
ficious Friend of her's, but a much mcre 
ample) Satisfaction made to the injured Per- 
ſon by the Fuſtice, and by her Miſtreſſes, in 
a private Manner, or in a private Courſe 
of Juſtice. Ar leaſt, had I concern'd the 
Publick about it, it had been for thePublicks 
ſake alone, and not my on. As for my ſelf, 
I am too well acquainted with the Frail- 
ties incident to every State of human Na- 
ture, and, on Reflection, too much Maſter 
of my ſelf to take in any great Dudgeon, 
the te Pee viſimeſs of an old Man, or to be 
much ſurpriz d at the imaginary Dreams, 
or conſtitutianal Malice (at Variance with 
her ſelf and all the World for being ſo) ot 
n old Maid. But what can palliate the , 
ficious Proceedings of the Kxigbt in this 
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Caſe? It has been 4is judicious, kind, be- 
nevolent granting his Warrant, and cauſing 
it ſo diligently to be executed, that has been 


the Leaven that has fermented this whole 
Maſs of irregular Conduct againſt me, into 


that monſtrous Lump, in which 1 believe it 
has appear'd to your Lordſhip, and to eve- 
ry one that has caſt his Eyts on it. 
But far be it from me, to call in Queſti- 
on any Fuſtice of Peace's Power to iſſue his 
Warrant againſt me, or any other Gentle- 
man. I know he has this Power. Butz 
my Lord, is all Power at all Times, and on 
all Occaſions, and in all Circumſtances, to 
be alike exerciſed? Or, may there not be 
a Circumſtance, when the Exerciſe of a 
Power in a Magiſtrate, that he is entruſt- 
ed with, may be as illaudable, as the Exer- 
ciſe of it in another Circumſtance may be 
laudable? Recauſe the Law in ſome Caſes 
allows a Juſtice of Peace a diſcretionary Pow- 
ei, is he to rake up, and Commit at ran- 
dom ? Is a diſcretionary.Power to be exer- 
Cifed without Diſcretion ? Nay, even where 


the Law allows a Commitment for three 


Days, is he at Liberty to take up and com- 
mit for that Time whom he pleaſes ? Surely 
all things that are lawful are not expedient 


any more in Law than they are in Goſpel. 


And when a Magifrare ſhall by his Con- 
duct ceaic to be a Gentleman, he ought to 


ccaſe to have the Regard due to a Magi» 


| ſtrate. And if ever there was an unworthy, 
unmanly, ungentlemanlike, imprudent Ex- 
. erciſe 


r 8 


i 

| erciſe of 4 Magiſtrates Power that was laws | 

ful, this was of Sir Jobn Gonſen's, in firſt 
granting, and afterwards Caulirg to be ſo 
ſcandalouſly executed this Warrant againſt 
me, a Gentleman ſo well known, and I 
hope I may ſay, of ſo fair a Character. 
Such an impertinent Uſe of Power, as 
this was, which might have been any 
other Gentleman's Caſe as well as mine, 
ought to make a wiſe Man fick at the 
ſeeing one that had no more Senſe than 
to uſe it, in ſuch a manner, entruſted with 
it. But whar Charms has not the Exerciſe 
of Power in it to light Minds? and how 
frail is human Nature in this reſpect ? 

My Lord, I have» great Reaſon to dwell 
on this Circumſtance of the Warrant : I ſhould 
be ungrateful to God, if I did not. I have, 
almoſt miraculouſly, eſcaped an Infamy, 
- which, conſidering my knen Circumſtan- 
ces, I know not what might have been 
the Conſequence of. . How little ro a ge- 
nerous honeſt Mind does a Suſpicion of 
Guilt come behind actually being guilty to 
Another ? My Indignation riſes at the 
very Thought of the Inputation. Had I 
been met with the firſt Evening, or the 
next Morning aſter this Warrant was firſt 
out againſt me, and it was ten thouſand to 
one I was not, a Rumour had undoubtedly 
gone forth, of my being concerned in the 
ſtealing a Bank-Nete of 4401. Value, if J 
had not been a&ually committed, on the in- 
ended Enquiry, for it. And it's not my 
eſcaping 


1% Knigbt to do zs he did. And his do- 
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eſcaping it that makes me think myſelf, the. 


leſs obliged to him, whoſe Diſcretion had 
ſo ncarly brought it on me. x 


„ 


My Lord, I would not pretend to diye 
into the Heart of any Man. But this Wor- 


thy Knight's, is fa ſhallow, that it needs no 


icat Conjuration to be aſſurcd what his 
lotives were for acting in ſuch a Manner. 


Sir John has known as well as, moſt others 


ho knew me, that the DISAPPOINT- 
MENTS I have met with {however HAP- 


-PILY chey appear to me, now, to have fallen 


out) have occaſion'd my being bebolden, as 


well as many other Gentlemen, that have 


been in their Generatzons much my Supe- 
riours, to my Friends, to make me Wea- 
ther my adverſe Fortune. To a Man that is 


acquainted with no other Meaſure of 


Worth but Money, it was a very caſy 
Combination in his Mind to think, That 
** he that ſtands in need of it would get 


£ 1t at any rate. This, my Lord, toge- 
ther wich a Deſire of returning the Com- 


pliment to his Brother R —— for his 
refuſing to act with any other Juſtice but 
himſclf, join'd to (What I believe is apt to 
take Poſſellion of more than one Man's 
Mind of the Faculty, when any one comes 
before them) a Deſire to be ding, in order fo 
ſhew their. Authority Over Others, Theſe 
Reaſons, I fay, without diving beyond onc's 
Depth into the Heart at all, may very 
well be ſuppoſed to have induced my er- 
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ing which has by a Concatenatiom of Ef- 
fects with their Cauſes, brought your Lord- 
ſhip and the World to be acquainted 
with it. 3 | 

As to my preſent Defe# of Fortune, I am 
not z#t all aſham'd to own it. | have never 
endeavour'd to conceal it. Thinking it a 
much greater Honour to have been ſup- 
ported by my own perſonal Credir, when 
my Fortune was ſpent, than to have had 
the Remainder of it to ſupport me. I have 
laid out a handſome younger Brother's 
Proviſion, on giving my ſelf the beſt of 
Educations at home: and abroad, and that 
very ſucceſsfully too in many Reſpects. For 
my Part, Whether my ſelf or any other be 
the Subject, it is the ſame Thing to Me, 
I will not judge of Succels by Prefir, but 
by Deſert. And in Point of ſome Degree 
of Merit, at leaſt, I lay Claim to it. And 
as a Proof of it, I would mention the well 
known particular Diſtinction I met with 
in every Court I came to abroad, attended 

with repeated and even Royal Offers of an 
Eſtabliſhment. But above all, as a capital 
Argument of it, how could I without it, 
have been ever able to have preſerv'd to 
myſelf, for 17 Years together, the Honour: 
of Your Lordſhip's particular Countenance ? 

Theſe, my Lord, are cogent Reaſons with 
Me to think, that though my Fortune is 
ſpent, I have not impoveriſh'd myſelf; and 
that I have it (till in Value by Me, though 

| | not 
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not in Specie. Your Lordſhip, and fome 
few others, perhaps, may be ſuppoſed very 
truly to be ready to do any Man Juſtice 
on ſuch an Occaſion ; but how few are 
there in the World of Your candid, Sen- 
riments? How many are there not, who, 
becauſe one has not Money, will think 
one poor? And how few are there that 
will think a Man poor, and will not think 
him content to be rich at any Rate? In- 
deed, when I reflect how narrowly 1 
eſcaped being committed to the Gate-bouſe 
for Suſpicion of Felony, (for I would not 
have been bail'd) on this Occaſion, I can 
think on it no otherwiſe than as an Etfect 
of the Divine Pleaſure, That I ſhould nat 
ſuffer to Extremity, while I was doing an 
Action that God himſelf muſt delight to 
behold, and what he has ſo ſtrongly re- 
commended to Us, as the Care of the Poor 
and Innocent ? And 1 would have this Leſſon 
learnt by thoſe who ſhall come to the 
Knowledge of it. That they would 


« never be afraid of the Conſequences of 


. * well doing. Whatever the Appearances of 
* Danger may be in doing it, it will, in 
the End, moſt certainly end well. 


I come 
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Come now, MY LORD, to my OB- 
SERVATIONS. With which I ſhall 
be the ſhorter, becauſe of the Latitude! 
have allow'd to my Reaſonings in the Courſe 
of this moſt humble Repreſentation hitherto. 
And the FIRST ſhall be, © Thar if it 
** ſhall appear, that a Gentleman, who has 
been ſo long in the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
has acted ſo irregularly, by refuſing to give 
** Satisfation to one that came to him on 
the committed Party's Behalf to demand it, 
as to the Reaſons that induced him to com- 
* mit her on Suſpicion; or, if it ſhall appear 
* he has committed her on ſlight and inſuf- 
* ficient Motives, has arbitrarily refaſed a fit 
* and a proper Perſon for Bail, and as arbi- 
© trarily refuſed to att, without theAſliſtance 
* of One rather than another of hisBrethren, 
** when deſired, in order that the committed 
e Perlon might have Liberty. ro have her 
Character ſpoken to, or has been. pleas'd 
to turn, without any Manner of Reaſon, 
* a candid Chriftian Interceſſion in the 
% Behalf of an unhappy injured Priſoner 
into an intereſted Concern, from a Partici- 
« pation of Guilt with he, r If I ſay, This, 
and ALL this, has been done, (and thar 
« jt has I do expreſly aver, and am teady to 
% maintain) by one of the oldeft in the 
©. Commiſſion in Middleſex,” Whar Appre- 
henſion may there not be juſtly entertain'd 
of the Proceedings of many Others in char 


Commilſion leſs capable and ſufficient, in any 
N | Other 
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otber COUNTY ? For, God forbid, it 


| ſhould be imagin'd there are any leſs ſo in 
Middleſex, where Ability and Honeſty are 


daily fo much wanted. With what Cau- 
tion and Circumſpection ſhould they not 


be appointed ?- And what Subject of Con- 


cern is it not, for any one who has your 


Lordſhip's, or ſhall have any other great 
perſon's Honour in your eminent Station 


hereafter, at Heart, That it ſhould be ſo 


little in a Lord Chancellor's Power (what 
from the Weight of Recommendation, and 
from the Number that muſt be of courſe in 
the Commiſſion) to know the Characters of 
thoſe that you ge to intruſt > How little 


- ought your Lor ſhip,.or any other in your 


Station, be cenſured, for refuſing ſome, and 
not refuſing others, when it is fo Hittle in 
your Power to be informed of every Pre- 
render? I mention This, My Lord, for 
Your Lerdſbip's Sake, as well as for the Sake 
of all thoſe who ſhall hereafter fucceed 


'You in your great Station. The repeated, 


rho” very unjuſt Cenſures, I have heard paſs'd 
on your Lordſhip, for putring in THIS Man, 
and not putting in THAT, has occaſion'd it. 
1 have like wile mention'd This, for the Ho- 
nous Of thoſe Gentlemen in the Commiſſion, 
whoſe Wiſdom, Honeſty, Diſcretion, and 
Zeal for theirCountry'sService, makes them, 


in the honourable and difintereſted Diſ- 


charge of their Duty, Ornaments to their 
Country, and to the Reproach of thoſe, if 
there are any ſuch; and, if there are, =_ 
| + Te & 


e 
| beſt know themſelves, who act umworthily 
init. The Difficulty there is in coming at 
the Knowledge of the natural, moral, and 
legal Abilities of Gentlemen before they 
are put into the Commiſſion, gives great Rea» 
ſon for wiſhing -there was ſomewhere or 
other ſome more immediate Power of nar- 
rowly inſpecting their Conduct in it: If 
the Caſe of the poor and meaner Sort of 
People is worth attending to, and if they 
are not ro be left at Pleaſure to worry one 
another; or, if they are not to be abuſed 
at Pleaſure by the Rich: and if both Rich 
and Pcor are not to be under an arbitrary 
Awe of a Juſtice. 
Moſt certainly too great Care cannot be 
taken by Gentlemen in the Commiſſion, on the 
very fir Inſtance : Beginning even with re- 
ceiving Carefully, and with Concern for the 
unknown accuſed Party, the Information; 
but above all, in the Examination Of the Par- 
ties before him. For all that paſſes after this, 
that does not end in Conviction on Tryal, is 
direct , and makes their Ad, in a 
{tri&t Senſe, illegal. At rhe ſame Time I 
ſay this, I am as ſenſible as any acting Fuſtice 
of Peace in the Kingdom, That there may be 
Reaſon for Commitment, Where Conviction 
cannot be obtain'd. But I am as ſenſible, 
and, I believe, every intelligent Perſon will 
be ſo too, That it is in the Fower of a wile 
and conſcientious Juſtice of Peace, very often 
to prevent an unneceſſary Tryal, and that in 
ſo doing he acts fully as worthily, as _ 
g L 2 1 
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he commits the Guilty, What aJ UD GE 
is, on the Trial of a Pcrſon, a Juſtice of 
Peate Ought certainly to be, between the 
Accuſer and the accuſed, and Conſider him- 
ſclf a like Mediator between them. And 
that at the very fir Inſtance of the Accuſa- 
tion, and before he grants the Warrant. The 
proper Character of a Judge is to be a Fend 
co human Nature; And in this Caſe, aFuſ- 


- of Peace has an Advantage, which a Judge, 


as ſuch, has nor, while he has an Oppor - 
nity of ſhewing his Humanity to theſe he has 
never yet ſeen, nor perhaps beard of, And 
which it is very often his Intereſt and Ho- 
nour (as in the Caſe of che Subject of this 
Addreſs) not to ſee, tho' he could not pre- 
vent his hearing of them. * 
Was, My Lord, this cauticus Uſe of a Juf- 
tice of Peacc's Power more commonly prac- 
tis d, we ſhould not have ſo many Commit- 
ments, and ſo many Diſcharges and Acquit- 
ꝛnents Without Proſecution, as we have. Poor 
People, however honeſt, are rerrity'd at an 
Accuſaticn, much more at an Impriſonment. 
The Commitment, to poor, bone#t, innocent 
Minds, is like the Torture; They are glad to 
get out of it at any Rate. Even tho! it be 
not without Suſpjcion of their Guilt, how- 
ever innocent they may know they be. Ir 
was ſo, my Lord, in the Cafe of the poor 
Servant for whom 1intereſted myſelf; who, 
however iznocent ſhe knew herſelf to be of 
the Charge againſt her, (and which the 
Effe has ſo plainly prov'd, Y would have 
VVV art, given 
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given any Thing, nay, all ſhe had, to get out 


pl ir on any Terms. And ſhe had certain! 


done it, had 1 not interpoſed and prevented 
her. And it is not every innocent Perſon 
that has a Friend to ſtand by them, as ſhe 
had in this Caſe to prevent her. The Allow- 
ance of Bail in Commitments «n Suſpicion, is 
an ide Thing in our Law, if it be intended 
as an eaſy Alleviation of the Evil or Scandal 
of an Impriſonment, for how few are there 
that can get it? Nor is an A#icmn of falſe 
Impriſonment a {ufficientSaris{aCtion for it, for 
how few are there that can get thro'with it? 
And when they do do it, how vaſtly does the 
Amends made them fall ſhort of replacing 
them in the World as they were before their 
Commitment? All which Conſiderations 
ſhould make Gentlemen who have the Power 
of bringing ſuch Evils on poor innocent Per- 
ſons, act with the greateſt Diſcretion, tho 
even by an Exceſs of Caution it ſhould oc- 
caſionally happen to fall out, that the rea! 
Guilty eſcape. li being much more à Com- 
munity's general Concern, that the Innocent 
do not [«ffer, than that the Guilty do not 
eſcape. 88 e | 
I come now, My Lord, to make anot ber 
Obſervation, and that ſhall be with reſpect 
to our Goals, And would to God, it was 
not ſo eaſy and natural a Tranſition from a 
Fuſtice ro them. I have often in Converſa- 
tion heard the Subject of our Goals treated 
of; and the Repreſentation I have heard 
given of the State of them, both civil and 
8 1 | | 79. |. 
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criminal, has as often begot great Pity and 
Coinpaſſion in my Mind. But I have had 
an Opportunity, in the Courſe of this Tranſ- 
action, to know ſomething of the State of 
them from my own Knowledge; enough 
to found a Repreſentation on, that ſhall not 
be unworthy Your Lordſhip's Attention; 
nor. that of any Nobleman or Gentleman 
in England, who has. any Regard to the 
Happaneſs or Miſery of his Fellow- Subjects. 
I have heard the State of our Goals often 
reproached Us by Foreigners both at home 
and abroad, .whoſe laudable Curioſity, on 
their being Here, has led them to pry into 
the Execution of the inward Police of our 
Government. And what had I to do but 
ro fit down and acknowledge the Juſtneſs 
of it2 Good God! That no Great Man 
ſhould ever riſe up, and take Compaſſion 
on the poor People of England, with reſpect 
to Goals, and the Miſery of them! But why 
do I make this Exclamation, when I am ad- 
dreſſing myſelf ro Your Lordſhip? Who 
have been JESS: out of Your great Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion of Nature, to ob- 
| ſerve the State of them, and of our legal 
Impriſonments with great Pity and Com- 
pa on. You have obſerved for what Trifles 
cople are left to worry one another, and 
its falling on the Meaxe#}, has not leſſen'd 
Your Commiſeration. You have worthily 
attempted to redreſs this Evil, and have, in 
a Degree, ſucceſsfully done it, tho', not in 
ſo great a one, as You deſired, in civil Mat- 
| | ters. 
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ters. And would to God, it would enter 
Your Lordſhip's, or ſome other honourable 
Perſon's Heart, to conſider the wretched 
Oeconomy there is among Us as to our 
ſuppoſed Criminals. e 

Pray, My Lord, what were Goal: deſign'd 
for, or what their Intention? For what, 
but to ſecure an accuſed Perſon till a proper 
Time for bringing him to his Triat? A 


Goal was never deſign'd to be a Puniſhment 
before Conviction. And if this be, as it is, 


the true Notion of Goals, with reſpe& to 
thoſe who ſhall be confin'd in them tor very 
Juſt Reaſons, and on Trial found guilty, how 
much leſs ſhould they be a Puniſhment, or 
an Evil, any more than the bare Confine- 
ment is ſuch, to thoſe who (from the Non- 
Infallibicy of haman Judgment) muſt ſome- 
times, tho innocent, be ſent thither. 

Our Goals, My Lord, are the very Sinks 
of Iniquity. They are the moſt lively Re- 
preſentation of a Hell that can ever be on 
Earth of it. If the greateſt Wickedneſs, 
and the utmoſt Miſery can be ſo. And tho 
our Laws are grievoully defective in refpe& . 
of them, they are much worſe, than, as the 
Laws axe, they ought ro be. And I am 
truly afraid I have Reaſon to add, by the 
Connivance of thoſe in whoſe Power it is 
to redreſs it. | | 

One Accuſation, that Mr. R ——— was 
pleas'd to charge me with, was the havin 
committed a Riot in the Goal. I hope, My 
Lord, when the 9/4 Gęntleman comes to ſee 
FB oy humbly 


1 | 
humbly repreſented to Dur Lordſhip, * what 
it was that gave Occaſion to this Accuſa- 
tion, That it was my doing what I had a 
© Right, and ought to do in the Goal, and 
* what his Worſhip ought to have abetted 
me in, inſtead of threatening to ſend me 
© to ihe Goal for it, he will break off all 
ſuch free Intercourſe, as by Reaſon of his 
Vicinity to one, or for other Reaſons, 1 
plainly experienc'd there was between 
them. ; | 

I was hardly any ſooner in the Goal, than 
I had a clamorous Demand made me of Gar- 
»iſh- Money. Having never been in one be- 
fore on the like Occaſion, this was a Dialect 
I did not underſtand. But, as I had in ge- 
neral heard of the Hnpoſitions that are prac- 
tiſed on People in ſuch Circumſtances, I re- 
| folv'd, before I came, how to proceed with 
them. And fo, on underſtanding they. 
meant Meney in Bebalf of the Priſoner, and 
being told, It was Money that Priſoners 
always paid on their coming into the 
* Goal,” I ſaid, * That what was their Due, 
they ſhould have paid them, but that 
they ſhould have no Money from Me but 
* what I had a Receipt for.” To this I had 
immediate Reply made me, * That they 
gave no Receipts there. The Sum demanded 
was Twelve Shillings. Seven Shillings by 
Way of Garniſh, and Five Shillings for à Bed. 
This Demand was repeated with telling 
me, That were it not in Expectation of 
my coming, as ſhe had no Money herſelf, 

| - | | | 6 ſhe 
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 * ſhe ſhould have been lock'd up in the 
* Common Side; and a Lock (Ithink, was 
the Expreſſion) put on her.” I told them 
thereon, That whatever was their due 
* ſhould be diſcharg'd on her Enlargement; 
and ordering a Bed for her, for which, I 
© faid, they ſhould be ſatisfied, l bid them dare 
© ro do any thing to her they ought not, or re- 
$ fuſe her any Conveniency the Nature of her 
Commitment intitlèd her to, as they would 
anſwer it at their Peril.” This peremp- 
tory Dealing being what I find they are not 


r accuſtomed to, occaſion'd very clamorous 


Expreſſions, * How the ſhould be dealt with 
© it 1 would not comply with their De- 
© mands.' Several Priſoners crying out, 
I am ſure I have paid Garniſh, and I have 
paid Garniſh,'—Bur with ſetting them at 
Defiance, I left them for that Time. When 
1 had been at the Juſtice's I came immedi- 
ately back again to acquaint the unhappy 
_ Priſoner, © That there was no Likelyhood 
© of getting her diſcharg'd that Night. And 
repeating my Orders, That ſhe ſhould have 
© 2 Bed, and that they ſhould be paid what 
©. as their Due for it, I left them. 

As I came by the Priſon in my return 
home about 9 a Clock, I was willing to 
ſee whether ſhe was likely to have a Bed 
or no; but I was told, She was lock d up. 

and I ſhould not ſee her.” Nor could 1 
learn whether ſhe had a Bed or no. Hear- 
ing the Maſter of the Priſon was at a neigh- 
bouring Alehouſe, I went to him to com- 

Mol M plain 
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plain I could not fee the Priſoner. * Nor 
* ſhall You, ſays He.” At which peremp- 
tory Refuſal of what I thought was my 
Rig bt, I bade him, at his Peril, refuſe.it Me. 
He pretended then, The Priſon was ſhut. 
© up. and that unleſs I had an Order from 

* a Fuſtice of Peace, He would not open it.” 
Finding no Favour was to be had where 
Gerniſh was not paid, I acquieſc'd, and 
went home. Ae! 

This is al that paſs'd between Me and 
the Goalers, and was, as I found next Mor- 
ning, repreſented to the Juſtice, or ſo in- 
terpreted . by his Worſhip, out of Reſpect 
to his Neighbours, as.a Riot in the Goal, 
for which his good Worſhip told me, I 
ought likewiſe to be committed. And this, 
My Lord, is the Encouragement which an 
Engliſh Gentleman receives from a Fuſtice 
of Peace, for taking Care that Goalers be keps 
in Order, and abuſe, not their Priſoners. | 
cannot ſay, My Lord, whether I repreſent. 

this to Your Lordſhip with more Shame, or 
Concern, at ſeeing ſueh extraordinary U- 
fage, and Conſtruction, of a freeborn Sub- 
ject's Actions in a free Country, by a A- 
giſtrate. LO. | 

This Behaviour in the Goalers may, for 
ought I know, by ſome, be term'd a light 


Matter. But I own I have not that Opinion 


of it. The ſame Principle that made them 
do this, makes them on Occaſion do worle. 
And were there to be, what there ought to 


be, a general Viſitation of Goals, where there 
| ſhould 


* 


ſhould be no Room for Apprehenſion of be- 
ing left to the Goaler's Mercy, after his 
Cruelty, his Extortion, his Debauchery was 
complain'd of, this would be found but a light 
Miſdemeanour, in Compariſon of What 
might be brought againſt moſt of them. 
But whence proceeds all this? From whence 


but from that ſcandalous Practice, and 


which is amazing to me, that an Engliſh 
Legiſlature can have ſuffered fo long, That 
* a Goal ſhould be a lucrative perquiſitical 
* Poſt, and be ſuffered to be ſold, and paſs 
as ſuch” And that nor only in the firſt 
Inſtance, but be farm'd out to others under 
them. Ir is not long ſince I read in the 
News, That the Gate- houſe Priſon was let 
out from one Man to another for no leſs a 
Sum than 800. a Year. And how, or which 
Way can ſuch a Sum be paid, bur from un- 
Juſt and inhuman Exactions from the poor 


innocent Priſoners? I ſay Innocent, becauſe 


every one, by the Law of England, is held 
ſo, till lawfully convicted by his Peers. Well 
might the Goal-keepers tell the Conitable the 
Night the young Woman was brought into 
the Goal, That he would give bim a 
Bottle of Wine, it he would bring him ſuch 
a Priſoner every Evening.” And whence 


comes the common Eſcapes that we ſee daily 


happen out of Goals, but from the Corrup- 
tion of the Keepers ? And whence ariſes that 


Corruption but from the Sale of their Places? 


For they that buy will fell. And thoſe that 
firft ſell, muſt be render towards thoſe that 
ny. buy 
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buy under them. It is in vain to ſay, what 
I have heard alledg'd on the Subject of the 
Diſorders of Goals, That a Goaler's Place 
is a ſcandalous Employment, and none 
but Rogues will accept of ir Let it be 
made an hone Employment, and honeſt Men 


will accept of it. And ſurely a Goaler's 


Place rightly underſtood is as honeſt an Em- 


ployment as a Lord Chief Fuſtice's of England; 
{ince one cannot well Joe nor be of Uſe 
to the Publick without the other. 

In order to be of ſome Uſe to the Pub- 


lick, till che State of our Goals ſhall be en- 


quired into, I ſhall mention here, before 


I quit the Subject, what, +a reſolute Conduct 
will do among theſe Lovers and Patrons of 
Iniquity, in their preſent Condition. On 
the third Day of the young Woman's Im- 
priſonment, ſhe was viſited by a Gentle- 
woman, with whom ſhe had lived a Ser- 
vant, who, ſuitably to the compaſſionate 


Weaknels of her Sex, on their greedy In- 


ſtances for it, and high Menaces what they 
would do with her, unleſs the Garniſh- Mo- 
ney Was paid, was pleas'd to pay it. Soon 
after, I called at the Priſon, and hearing 
of ir, enquired, * Who had dard to re- 
* ceive it, or to whom it was paid?* When 
preſently Ore ſaid, I did not receive it.” 
Another, I did not.“ And ſo ſaid a Third. 
By this, I ſay, may be ſeen how much Guilt 


is cerrified at the Thoughts of being called 


to an Account, tho' in a Goal. And cer- 


tainly, had not thoſe worthy Perſons _o 
| ent 
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ſent her thither, on ſetting her free, paid 
the Money back, ſomebody or other ſhould 
have been found, who had receiv'd it, and 
it ſhould have been known whether they 
had receiv'd it by Law, or No, 


My Lord, 


HE to preceding Obſervations natu- 
rally arole from. my Subject. But I 
muſt humbly intreat your Patience, while I 
take Occaſion, from the great Affinity there 

is between them, to deliver my Thoughts in 
a third Obſervation on another Matter, which 
is of the greateſt publick Concern, and 
which I hope will not, at leaſt, be thought 
leſs ſo, by my taking Notice of it, and 
that is, The Srate of our LAW in general. 
This has been lately repreſented to Your 
| Loydſbip in an expreſs Treatiſe at large; and 
I hope the many juſt and reaſonable Re- 
flections there are in it, of the miſerable 
State our Country is in, by reaſon of the 
great Defect, and ill Adminiſtration of our 
Laws, will ſooner or later produce ſome 
happy Effect for the Relief of it. How 
ſtrange is it, That ſo many ſo liberally bred 
Gentlemen, Men of Senſe and Virtue of the 
Profeſſion, ſhould have been in all former 
Times ſo meanly ſpirited, as continually 
to be diſpoſed, to lay an Embargo on 
any great Attempt for the Amendment of 
That, which would ever be a grievous Bur- 
then co their Poſterity, and to their Coun- 
| | Uy 
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try, till it be amended! How ſtrange l That 


Men, wiſe and good, ſhould ſuffer themſelves 
to be taken off from minding ſo great and 
ſo ſalutary an End to the Community of which 
their Offfpring were to be Members, for the 


Sake of any temporary private Profit! Not 


conſidering what a Fund of Happineſs they 
would have entail'd on their larck Poſterity, 
in common with the reſt of the Nation, by 
reforming it | For my own Part, I ſpeak it 
ingenuouſlly, I had rather be acceſſary, were 


I capable of doing it, to a Reform of the 


inward Conſtitution of our Kingdom, in 
reſpe& to our Body of Laws between Subject 
and Subject, and the Adminiſtration of 
them, than I would leave to my Family a 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds, were it in my 
power. Our Anceſtors have taken Care to 
guard Us againſt a Tyranny in the Crown, 
and they and their Poſterity, have left 
themſelves, their Poſterity, and their After- 


Poſterity to be Tyrannix d every Man by his 


Brother. What Terms can be too ſtrong, 


what Colours too bold to repreſent ſo great, 


ſo conſtitutional a Grievance? It is not for 
Me, My Lord, to pretend to point out 
Methods, how this Grievance may be re- 
dreſs'd. That has been worthily attempted 


by the fore- mentioned 4uthor, and with 
great Modeſty referr'd to Your Lordſhip, and 
Others his Superiors, who, I hope, will, on 
a proper Occaſion, be as willing, as You are 
able to redreſs it. The urmoſt that I can 
pretend to, is, ſo far to join my _— 
wit 
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with his, as to endeavour to rouze up 4 
Spirit in thoſe in whoſe Power it may at 
any time be to bring about ſo ſalutary and 
ſo deſirable an Event. 5 
I have heard one of the greateſt Men 
England ever bred, and who knows the 
fate of our Laws, as well as any one ever 
did (and every one- but. your Lordſhip, 
would think fo did I name him) ſay, That 
in a little. Time, if Things were leſt as 
e they are, it would be impoſſible for any 
* Man to know what the Law of England 
« is”, But the voluminouſneſs and mul- 
_ of our Laws, has been complained 
of above 120 Years ago, when they made 
ſcarcely a quarter part of what they amount 
to now. It was thus that one of your 
Lordſhips greateſt Predeceſſors expreſſed 
himſelf, when in the Houſe of Commons, in 
the laſt of Queen Elizabeth's Parliaments. 
„% Our Laws have ſo encreaſed upon Us, 
that neither Commons can half practiſe 
e them, nor the Lawyers ſufficiently un- 
« derftand them. But why ſhould Eng- 
land not be able to do, what has been done 
within our own Memory in neighbouring 
Nations? The King of SARDINIA very 
lately, and ſomewhat longer ago the King 
of DENMARK, have brought che Laws 
of their reſpective Countries into a Model, 
and made them knowable to their Subjects, 
and eaſy in their Adminiſtration. And 
ſhall ſuch a Favour never be done to E NG- 


LAND? Shall it never be known in Eng 5 
1 an 
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land when a Suit ſhall have an End, or 
when we may be ſure we have a Purchaſe 
on a good Title, or if we happen to have 
a diſputed one, be certain there can be no 
Corruption in a Fary ? Better, much bet - 
ter had we, for à time, lay By the uſual 


Forms of Government, and eſtabliſi a Dic-- 


tature, Or a Decemdirate, if a Reform cannot be 
brought about any other way; Than to live 
on, in the manner we are in, which ſoon- 
er or- later, if let alone, muſt, without 
the Spitit of Prophecy, entirely deſtroy our 
Conſtitution. But the Misfortune is, Men 


are ſo alen up in eſtabliſſing or encreaf- 


ing their own private Fortunes, that no 
Care is taken of the Publick. *: As if no 
body, to ule a great Man's Words ex- 
preſled in arliament, was of Council for 
the Commonwealth to benefit the State 


© thereof. The whole Bent of the pre- 


{ent Generation ſeems to center in advan- 
cing/'thcir..own private Fortunes, by en- 
deavouring to get under a Miniſtry, or in 


railing at it, for no other Reaſon, but be- 


cauſe they or their Friends are not of it; 
or for doing thoſe very things, which it 


they were in their Places, I don't know' 
what Reaſon any one has to think, they 


_ would not do themſelves. 


In ſhort, on either ſide of the Queſtion | 
there ſeems, to me, to be but little publick 
Spirit left in the Minds of Men. What is 


| every body's Buſineſs is no body's Buſineſs. 


No noteven theirs, who by the 1 
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of their Fortunes, and other Advantages of 
Nature and Education ſeem to have it peculi- 
arly thrown in their Way, to be of Uſe and 
Service to the Community at large, in redreſ- 
ſing the Evils which from time to time creep 
into a Conſtitution. No Man is ſo rich or 
grew, but another is before him in both re- 

pets; and conſequently, he that is be- 
bind thinks himſelf poor and wean for that 
| Reaſon. Thus every one ſeeking the Aug- 
mentation of his private Eſtate, or Honour, 
That Nothing is to be done for Nothing, ſeems 
to have taken Poſſeſſion of the Hearts and 
Souls of the groſs of Thoſe, who ought 
to ſet better Examples to their Inferiors. 
As if every Thing was Nothing, ſave Money, 
and an Encreaſe of Fortune and Honour; 
and fave another Thing, (which ſeems in a 

articular manner, to have incorporated it- 
ſelf into the Tempers and Conſtitutions of 
SOME, who otherwiſe might very well 
have done it, to their immortal Honour, in 
their preſent Receſs from Buſineſs) I mean, an 
inveterate Spirit of Envy and Malice on a diſ- 
appointed Ambition. If his were not the 
Caſe with thoſe worthy Patriots I refer to, 
Let any Man tell me, why our weekly Craftſ- 
men, that ſhew without-doors, ſo much po- 
litical Craft in each hebdomadary Perfor- 
mance, and exclaim ſo furiouſly within 
againſt the pretended Errors in the Ad- 
miniſtration, Why are they not induced, 
if over-power'd with that degree of publick 


Spirit they would be thought to be, to ex- 
| N e 


ert ſome parliamentary Wiſdom towards 
the redreſling ſome of our conſtitutional E- 


vils? How much more would it not re- 
dound to their Honour? What noble Foun- 
dation would they not lay for Fame and 
Glory, if, inſtead of gratifying their 
uneaſy Pallions, to the affrighting and con- 
founding their poor Countrymen with 


their Inſinuations of Male- ad miniſtration; 
and thus. weakening the Hands of thoſe 
that adminiſter the Force and Riches of our 


Nation againſt its Neighbours, they would 


ſhew the Greatrels of their Talents, towards 


the rehning of our Conſtitution from the 
Droſs that adheres to it, and free it from 
the Hecktick under which it ſo ſtrongly la- 
bours? Would not the being at the Head 


of a Bill for the Reformation of our Courts of 


Fudicature, the practice of the Law, an At- 


rempt to new medel the Law itſelf, to reduce it 


to a greater Certainty, reforming our Goals, pro- 
viding a general Regiſter for Lands, deſtroying. 
the Gin-Sbops, paving the Streets, and twenty 


other things which one might name for 


the publick Good, and which are greatly 
wanted ; would not fuch noble and gene- 
rous Cares as theſe, infinitely ſooner eter- 
nize their Fame, than a witty Paper fraugh- 
ted with a (fo thought) happy Alluſion 
againſt a Favourite-Miniſter, drawn from 
a Roche, a Menzikoffe, or a Wolſey ? Thele 
Gentlemen, my Lord, may hug themſelves 
on the Effect of their weekly Performances, 


on the Succeſs of their Summer Expeditions 


In 
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into the Country, or Winter Campaigns in 
Parliament; but I beg leave to tell them 


That whatever be their Fate in their own 
Age, Poſterity will do them Fuſtice; and 


will diſtinguiſh between an honourable 
Exertion of their ſuperior Abilities for the 
- diſmtereſted Benefit of their Country, which 


it might be reaping the Fruits of, and be 


_ handing them down to their afcer-Poſterity, 


and between Actions, however ſpecious their 
Appearance, thar, as there is but roo much 
reaſon given to think, had ozly for their 
Moti ves, a Spirit of diſappointed Malice, 
Revenge and Envy. . 

[ beg I may have leave to ſpeak of theſe 
Gentlemens Proceedings as a Grievance, 
which myſelf and every other Engliſhman 
{uffers by their Conduct. Did their Beha- 


viour center only in the Goodneſs or Bad- 


neſs of their own Characters, they ſhould, 
if 1 was Prime Miniſter, have Leave ve- 
ry ſincerely to write on. But the Evil of 
their weekly Productions ſtops not here: 


The Hearts of Mankind are open to the Be- 
lief of every thing that traduces a Superi- 
or, be it true or falſe, and there is, by their 
means, a poyſonous Venom diffus'd over 
the Nation, that worketh a Diſcontent- 
ment in the Minds of the People, from 


whence his Majeſty's Enemies receive 


Strength and Courage to oppoſe his Mea- 


ſures. And, I am fatisfy'd, the Nation's 
Affairs have been kept in the very extraor- 


dinary Suſpence they have been fo Jong in, 


1 more 
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more by theſe Mens Means, than either by 
the unmeaſured Ambition of a Queen of 
Spain, or by any national Jealouſy in the 
Spaniard at our being in Poſleſſion of Gibral- 
tar, or even from any Apprehenſions we 
might have at Home, in caſe of a Rupture, 
for Hanover. I hope, for the good of my . 
Country, we are in the Eve of ſeeing pro- 
er Meaſures taken to prevent this publick 
lampooning of an Adminiſtration, ſo inde- 
cent in itſelt, and ſo utterly inconfiſtent with 
all good Government. I wiſh it for the ſake 
of having Succeſs in our national Affairs, 
when the fo much defir'd time ſhall come, 
that theſe virulent Gentlemen ſhall have 
the Management of them. I hope there is 
Wiſdom enough in the Nation to have it 
done, without endangering thateſſential Li- 
*  berty of our Conſtitution, the Freedoms of the 
Preſs ; if not, thoſe Men, by my Conſent, 
ſhould be made Examples of, who by 
the abuſe of ſo glorious, ſo peculiar a Li- 
berty we enjoy, excluſive of every other 
Body-Politick in the World, had endan- 
ered it. If , Miniſters do ill, Events will 
ooner or later declare it. And Gentlemen 
who are zealous with Honour for the Li- 
berty aud good Government of their Coun- 
try, ſhould wait till Events do manifeſtly © 
. declare themſelves, ro do themſelves and 
their Country, and the Authors of them, 
Juſtice. It is a thing of too heinous 
2 Nature to be fuffer'd, firſt to cramp Mens 
e . Hands, 
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Hands, and then accuſe them of the ill. 
Conſequence of their Proceedings. 

But what are the Charges their doughty 
performances are fraught with? What, 
but a continual Repetition of tbree Things, 
cook'd up in all the variety of Alluſion, 
Allegory and Fiction, That the Prime 
« Miniſter is rich, and has built him a fine 
* Houſe : That we are the Dupes of our 
« Allies and of Europe, and that the Ad- 
 « miniſtration is Expenſive, not to ſay 

e profuſe”. Their Papers and their Speech» 
es for two or three Years paſt, have only 
rung Changes on theſe three Topics. And 
what are theſe Peals rung for, but as the 
paſſing Knell for the expiring of one Man's 
Adminiſtration, and as the Wedding-Peal of : 
Another to his Place? As if it matters at all 
to the People of England in general, on. 
whoſe Shoulders it ſhall pleaſe his Majeſty - 
to eaſe the Burthen of Government. Where- 
as there is not, in the fourteen Millions, 
the People of England are ſuppoſed to con- 
ſiſt of, hardly one · but who is a Gainer, 
when Things are carried on well, and who 
is not ſome way or other a Loſer by any 
grievous * Miſmanagement, by whatever 
means it is brought about. | 

But what are theſe ex:eſive Evils of Go- 
. vernment under which we labour, and a- 
bout which ſuch furious, foaming Outcries 
are weekly made? What great Miniſter 
ever had we in our Nation, that did not 
take care to ſee himſelf paid for his 3 
| | That 
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That did not raiſe to himſelf a Fortune, 
and build for himſelf and his Poſterity, 
a ffanding Monument of his Greatneſs ? No 
prime Miniſter ever was, for any time, that 
. might not do it, and gone, I think, as ic 
may certainly be done with miniſterial 
Hone#ty, at leaſt, who ought not. The 
late Earl of Godelphin is brought as an 
Inſtance of Ore that did not do this. 
But what Occaſion was there for one whoſe 
Family was to inherit a Duke of Marlbo- 
rougb's Eſtate, ro provide one for him- 
felf2 If it be really true he did not do 
it. One would think, by the Clamour 
they make at a Haughton- Houſe, they had 
never heard of a BURLEIGH, or a 
HATFIELD HOUSE, a NORTH AMP- 
TON, or a SOMERSET, a KNOWLE, 
oran AUDLEY-END. What gave riſc 
to your SEYMOURS, your CECILS, 
your SACRKYILLS, HOW ARDS, 
VILLIERS, HIDES and OSBORNS, 
and to many other Families I could name, 
but the Founders of their Families, being 
in the ſame or like Station in. their 
times, as our preſent great WALPOLE, 
is in his? And why ſhould his Pofterity 
appear with Jeſs Luſtre in their ſucceſſive 
Generations, for their Anceſtors great Abi- 
lities and Services to his Country, than. 
the Deſcendants of thoſe I have inſtanced 
in, and of others I have not mention'd, 
do appear, for the ſame Reaſon, in Ours ? If 


an Eſtate cannct be acquired, nor a Houſe 
built 
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built by a prime Miniſter, but on the Spoils 
of the People, How comes it that our Na- 
tion has been, in all preceding Ages, ſince 
the reſpective Times of thoſe that have 
built them, ſo poor Spirited, as not to have 
pulled them down about their Builders, or 
their Poſterities Ears, long ago ? 

My Lord, I am very little ſolicitous, 
from what Motives I may be thought to 
make this warm Repreſentation of this 
Matter. I deſire what 1 have always de- 
ſir'd, That what I ſay or do may ſpeak for 
itſelf, 1 will, however, take the liberty 
to add this, that if I had not a greater re- 
gard to the real Intereſt of my Country, 
than I have to any Miniſter's particular 
Intereſt whatſoever in ſaying it, I ſhould 
not have ſaid this after 1 had printed with 
ſo mich known Reaſon, the Word Diſap- 
ointment, be fore, in Capitals. But MY COUN- 

RY and my KING for ever ! is my WORD. 
And God forbid the leaſt Thought of any 
private independent Intereſt of my own 
ſhould ever come in my moſt ſecret and 
inmoſt Thoughts, in competition With it. 
I am for the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind in general, and in particular, and 
matter not by m ſo great and ſo good 
an Event is brought about. He that does 
his beſt to promote ſo glorious an End, I 
will ever be a Friend to; and he that 
KNOWINGLY obſtructs it, will I be an 
Enemy .to, be he, who he will. 


The 
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The next great Charge is, That we are be- 


I become the Dupes of Europe, and in parti- 
*cular of our Allies, the Cardinal and his 
"young Maſter.” And I muſt own that tothoſe 


who wili not look into the poſſible bottom 
of Things, which may be done without 


being of the Cabinet, there is but too great 
a Handle, by the long tedious Suſpence our 
Affairs have of late been in, ſo contrary 
to the natural Genius of our Nation, who 
don't love a quandary Situation, and whoſe 


Intereſt it is, not to be, if poſſible, in one, - 


for this Objection. But the Miniſters them- 
{elves are not better able to account how 
this has happen'd, thar thoſe who have 
{er themſelves at the Head of this ſcanda- 
lous Imputation: Nor are they better able to 


juſtify chemſelves for it, than thoſe are who 


, impure it to them. Theſe Gentlemen know 


very well, without ſtanding in need of 


being told it, that what has been done in 
one Age by one Miniſtry, is no manner of 
Rule that the ſame. may or ought to be 
done in another, by another Miniſtry. 


They cannot be ignorant that it is as well 


the higheſt Wiſdom to temporixe at one 


time, as to act with the briskeſt Metal at 


another. Let them ſhew that the Hanover-al. 
liance was weakly, ignorantly and unneceſſa- 
rily made. Let them ſhew that the Mode- 
ration his late and preſent Majeſty have 
ſhewn towards the Preſervation of the 


Peace of Europe, was not more humane, 
b more 
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more godlike, and more reaſonable, (when 


thus practis d,) to promote it, than to have 


gone raſhly to ſet the World in a Flame; 


of which, no mortal Man could, as Af- 
fairs were fituated, and Alliances were 


form'd, have known What had been the 


Conſequence. Let them ſhew, notwith- 
* ſtanding the acknowledg'd diſagreeable 
State of Suſpence we have been in, that ic 
is worſe than the unknown, tho eaſily 


imagin'd, Conſequence that had follow'd 


a contrary Procceding. Since Europe Was 
Europe, let them name the Age when it 
was divided into to ſuch oppoſite Alliances, 


fo general, and in appearance of ſuch e- 


qual Strength, as the two Alliances of H A- 
NOVER and VIE N NH. Who would 
have been the Man to have vain! dared to 


fer Fire to ſuch a Combuſtion ? Not one, I 
dare ſay, of theſe Gentlemen, had they had 


the ſo much defir'd Pre-eminence, who find 
ſuch fault that it was no: done. I have a 


better Opinion of. their Judgments. What 
a general Deſolation muſt not all EUROPE © 


have felt long ſince, if the two Parties 
had not found themſelves pretty equally 


poiz'd, and each been afraid to lead up 


the fatal Dance? For what was done in 
Spain was only flaſhing the Prime when the 
Piece was not charg'd. How glorious 
- muſt it not be for England, to the lateſt 
time, to have had, in ſo critical a Junc- 
ture, for the univerſal Happineſs of Europe, 
wtwo ſucceſſive Princes, beſt with an Ad- 
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miniſtration, who were; in appearance, 

content to ſacrifice for a While, the 
Intereſt of their own Country, for the 
common and more general Intereſts of 
Mankind, and that at the certain Hazard 
of being expoſed to be calumniated for it? 
Such · a generous, ſuch a humane, ſuch a 
godlike Conduct, cannot be ſufficiently - 
confider'd in the Age it appears in; nor 
will it be thought ſufficiently admired 
and praiſed by the lateſt Poſterity.. With- 
out Favour or Affection, or any Attachment 
to one Man rather than to another, tis my 
Opinion, that neither Weaknefs nor Wick- 
edneſs made them come into it, but a View 
only to the general gs rae of Europe. 
For my part, Ham one of thoſe whouake- 
this to have been the Meaſure of the late 
King's Conduct at firſt, and what has in- 
fluenced his preſent Majeſty to imitate his 
Royal Father'sgreat Example. If ſuch a Con- 
duct draws not down; from Heaven, a 
Bleſſing on that Nation whole Princes pra- 
Qiſed it, whatprovidential Juſtice can there 
be expected in the Affairs of Men? But 
unqueſtionably it will be accompanied with 
a hleſſing: And I don't in the leaſt doubt, 
but we ſhall ſee it in the Succeſs we ſhall 
have in our Arms, if at lengtb, through an 
Abuſe of our paſt Moderation, we ſhall 
be rous'd up to make ufe of them. The 
Calamities of Europe will, -in that Caſe, 
moſt certainly lie at the Door of thoſe 
who occation'd them, and who will, un- 
- doubtedly, 


„„ hs 
'  doubtedly, be made to pay a very ſevere 
Reckoning for bringing them on the 
World. {#8 n 
— — But our Trade has been interrupted. 
But has ours only been ſo? Where, or in 
what Country has it mer with Interruption, 
ſave only in Spain and theSpaniſh Weſt-Indies ? 
And have we been ſo unequally dealt with, 
as that ours only ſhould have ſuffered 
in this reſpe&, and not that of our Allies 
too? Or if the faithleſs Spaniard has com- 
mitted Pyracies upon us, was it prudent 
to fer Eurbpe in a Blaze immediately, 
while there was any Proſpect of having 
Amends made us, and Matters amicably ad- 
juſted? Have not the French and Dutch Mer- 
chants equally ſuffered with our own, for 
want of their Returns by the Galleons ? Nay, 
have not the lauer at leaſt as much, and 
the others fix times more ? Are not even 
our Enemies themſelves, the Spaniards, in 
the ſame Præmunire, by the unpeaceable 
Meaſures of their * peaceable Miniſter ? And 
ſhall nothing of all this be put into the Ac- 
count? Quicquid delirunt reges plectuntur A- 
chivi, is not only true of a Court with re- 
ſpect to its own Subjects, but with reſpect 
to other Nations and Countries too. Tis 
a hard Caſe, but it is too true a one, and 
it is the preſent Caſe, That the Fortunes, 
Tranquility and Happineſs of Nations, of- 


; (*) Marquis de la Paz, i. e. the Marquis of 
4 eace. | | . 
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ten depend on the ſingle Caprice of a 
Prince or his Miniſter, or on their united 
Management, and that for atime ine vitably. 
If what has been ſaid is not ſufficient, 
there are other Conſiderations, which may 
be very well gueſſed at, without being in 
the Cabinet, to have had their Weight in 
the preſent Juncture of Affairs, hitherto at 
leaſt, with our pacifique Miniſters, Eng- 
land is no more now what it once was, than 
Europe itſelf is. How has been the State of 
Europe changed within theſe 250 Years, by 
that accurſed Practice of the Sovereigns 
Daughters carrying away with them their 
States and Principalitics in Marriage : 
Thus became the Auſtrian Family aggran- 
diz'd within mas of a few Years, to 
the Unſettlement of Europe for a whole Gen- 
tary. And on this Suppoſition or Preten- 
ſion, did the late French King ſer out in 
his Queſt after Glory. It is pity we could 
not have had the Bleſſing of his preſent 
Majeſty's Family to reign over us, without 
being concern d at all the more, in conſequence 
thereof, on the Continent. Few Happineſſes in 
this World come unmixt: But it would have 
been better for us to be ſo ten times, nay, a 
thouſand times more than we are, by the 
Junction of the Ek#orzrte of Hanover with 
the Crown of England under one Head, 
than to have been without that great Bleſ- 
fing. I mean co thoſe among us, who, I 
truſt, make the Body of the Nation, who 
are for the Preſervation of our civil Li- 

5 berties, 
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berties and the Proteſtant Religion. That 
thoſe who are not for it, or to whom ic 
is indifferent. to preſerve thele invaluable 
Privileges, may think otherwiſe, I don't at 
all wonder. And if ic ſhall ſo happen, 
that any Prince will attack the Ele&o- 
rate of Hanover, for what the Sovereign of - 
it does as King of England, is there that Man 
nin England who values himſelf on being a 
Proteſtant and a Freeman, who would be 
content the Elector of Hanover ſhall be a Lo- 
ſer by it? So much as to queſtion the poſ- 
ſibility of ſuch a Thought's harbouring in 
a true BRITON's Mind, would be an 
unpardonable Uncharitableneſs. And if 
this be doing Juſtice to every private ho- 
neſt Briton, how much more is it not do- 
ing ſo to a 5 Miniſter, to think ſo 
of him, as of ane, who, having a great 
and laudable Senſe of Gratitude to Provi- 
dence, for raiſing us up his Majeſty's illu- 
ſtrious Family to govern us, when our laſt 
royal Line was extinct, and to fave us 
from the Jaws of Popery and Deſtruction, 
will dare ro do what he ought to do, will 
| (were there no other Reaſon for it, which, 
however, has not been tht late Caſe) tem- 
porize, Will not adviſe the doing that which 
might be a prudent Reſentment in a King 
of England alone, when the Elector of H A- 
 NOVER might ſuffer. by it. And what 


would be in that Caſe the Sentiments of 
a wiſe and gratefal Miniſter, ought to be 
acquieſced in with Applauſe (whatever 12 
r "i — i 
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| eaſional (ſuffering a Conduct conformable 
ro ſuch Sentiments, may bring with it) 
by a good and a generous People.:Bur when 
1 have ſaid this, I muſt own, That if the 
time ſhould ever come when it would be 
Poſſible for us to weave ourſelves out from too 
' nearly intereſting ourſelves with the Af- 
fairs of the Continent, conſiſtent with his 
Majeſty's Satisfaction, (for I would not have 
the Loſs ſo much as of a Hair of his Head, 
accrue to him, of his hereditary Domini- 
ons, for what his Family has done for us, 
in accepting of our Government,) But, [* 
ay, if ever ſuch a time ſhould come, con- 
fiſting witch his Majeſty's Honour, tis great 
Pity but ir ſhould be embraced ; for then 
Thould his Majeſty become a GREATER 
PRINCE, and qurſelves a greater People. 
ſhall conclude this Article, with a Cita- 
tion of à piece of Advice of Preſident 
Teannins to Henry the 4th, which ought 
certainly to be put in practice by all Mini- 
ſtert, that have the Care of a Publick 
committed to them, in theſe Words, Le 
* bien que les Souverains deſirent, a leurs 
amis, et alliez, et le mal qu'ils veulent a 
* leurs Ennemis, ne doit jamais avoir 
tant de pouvoir ſur Eux, que le ſoin 
«de conſerver leurs Eſtats et Sujets. 
As to the expenſive Profuſeneſs of our 
Adminiſtration, which is the third great 
Topick our Miniſters are railed at by, what- 
ever there has been of Truth in this Ac- 
cuſation, of which what there has been, 
> - is 
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is better known to others than to myſelf, 
The Times are likely to be ſo no more. 
They ſeem to be diſpoſed to wear another 
fort of Complexion. Had the Crafiſman 
vwrit always as commendably as he did the 
oper on the Subject of Penſions, he had 
deſerved the Thanks of his Country, in- 
ſtead of meriting ſo juſtly the Cenſure of 
it, While the whole Faculties of his 
Soul, have now. been theſe two Years 
employ'd, in traducing and vilifying as a 
couple of Fools and Rogues, from a Spiric of 
Malice and Envy, TWO MEN, whoſe 
political Capacities and Abilities have been 
experienced above theſe twenty Tears; and 
Whoſe miniſterial Honeſty and Integrity has 
been found as great, as any that ever had their 
Places; and who once were, perhaps, never 
had in greater Eſteem on both Accounts 
by any, than · by this preſent ſolemn De- 
tractor of them. And as to the pre- 
tended Mercinarineſs of the Parliament, 
a very common Imputation with him, 
I believe it is compos'd, at preſent,, of a 
. Sett of Gentlemen, who have as much at 
Heart, the Preſervation of the Liberty of 
their Country, as any of their Predeceſ- 
ſors ever had. And ſbould there be any of 
them who are content to be influenced by 
a Place Or 2 Penſion, to do an boneſt Thing, 
I dare ſay there is not one, who will ſuffer 
himſelf co be influenced by either one 
or the other, to do a diſboneſt one. In ſhort, 
Were it true that we have been, are, or 
he may 


dy fifiy, or a hundred Thouſand | 
' 2 Year than it need be, bur it is of infinite 


every prophane Scribler, for the Mea- 
ſures that are taken in doing it, (where 


_ 


wed ('112 1 | 
may he hou pou + than ncedful, I think 

it but of very little Conitquence to any par- 
ticular Subject, be he of what Quality he 
will, if an Adminiftration is more pro 


Conſequence to every ove, whether a Man 
ſhall have a quiet Enjoyment of his Pro- 
perty or no, or Security of his Perſon, or 
when either of thoſe ineſtimable Privile- 
ges are invaded, ſhall have an eaſy Acceſs 
to the recovery of one, if injuſtly taken 
from him, or an eaſy open manner to re- 
ſtore to himfelf the Other on an Invaſion 


ol it, and make himſelf ample Satisfacti- 
on for the Injury receiv d. | 


By the Conſtitution and Frame of ou 
Government, the King has a diſcretionary 
Power, and his Minifters, or thoſe whom 
He - ſhall think fit, ro eaſe himfelf\of the 
weighty Adminiſtration of Aﬀairs, have 
the ſame veſted in them to act as ſhall 


de thought beſt for our Safety in teſpect 


to foreign States; and neither his Majeſty _ 
nor his Enge er are to be one ory, Y 


chereis no palpable appearance of a tender 
to deſtroy the Liberty and Religion of the 
Nation, as there was in the latter End of 
the late Queen time) With any more rea- 


ſon than a publick Cenſure is to be al- 


lowed to be made of every private Gentle- 


man's Conduct of his private Fortune. 


Govern» 


2 
s 
N 


4 * f „ N we | N 4 4 2 N " N 
by 3 i * "AN ad 4 - - : * RY, RY * 2 * 9 5 _ 4 * h 
* 5 — - A J r Wr eh Es * 
. 9 n n Ai * ed 316 % U 
＋ 4 Rog I. * 7 b iN 15 2 * k by * * * 3 wb” a * 
N * £4 . i 0 * 
N way 7 | 5 : 
. o 


t that? 
n * * 
N 


p © , 


© 
f | 
. , 
0 \ 
ww —— — — ad * 
_—_— — 20 ( 7 
R tt — | ) 
. 
* 1 
a — 


Government, with reſpekt to foreign 


States, is a myſterious Thing, and ſuch 


Junctutes may fall out, when the beſt of 
Meaſures may be taken, and the grrat- 
eſt Wiſdom and Care made uſe of, and 
* ot appear to By- ſtanders, that it has 
| done. Great Latitude ought to be 
allow'd” with reſpe& to foreign Affairs, 
becauſe ſo few Things depend, after Men 


have done their Beſt, on their own Pow- 


er; or which their, or any human Wiſe 
dom can anſwer for the Effect of. But 
ſutely it is not fo, with refpect to the u- 
ternal; Of a free Nation. AnyGovernment that 
pleaſes, is Mafter within itſelf. A King indeed 
cannot, and God forbid he ſhould, be able to 
alter the Law, of himſelf, whatever miſe- 
rable Condition it is in; and the unhappy 
olirick Situation of Affairs in Europe, which, 
the Caſe at preſent, and has long, of 


late, fo neceſſarily tequired the Interven- 
tion of the Miniſters, together with the 
neceſſary Care fox their own Preſervation, 


againſt the Malice of their Enemies at 
ome, ſo wholly engroſs :beir Time, thatthey 
ate in ſome meaſure to be excuſed for not ta- 


king on them the Direction of any great Re- 
formation, where wanting, for the internal 


Mel fare of the Kingdom: But that the Repre- 


ſentatives of a ftee People, ſhould bear the feel. 


ing of ſo great an Evil, as the confuſed 
Bulk of GTA, and their Adminiſtra- 


tion, and many other conſtitutional Evils 
we labour under, and which call fo loudly 
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for Redreſs, and not be moved at the 
ſight of the miſerable State of their Coun- 
try, by reaſon of it, is, very amazing. 
I hope however, my Lord, the Time 
will come, and that your Lordſhip will 
live to ſee it, when the Courts of Meſtmin- 
fer-Hall ſhall pride themſelves rather in 
ſeeing which Ends its Term firſt, and on 
having nothing to do long before the laſt 
Day ot it comes, than to continue to glo- 
ry on, which ſitteth longeſt on the laſt 
Day of it. When 1 was in my Travels, 
at the Court of the Ring of Poland, the Po- 
liſh Gentlemen, and particularly that moſt 
amiable Man, the preſent Treaſurer of Li- 
tbuania, General Poniatowsky, uſed to de- 
light himſelf, by virtue of the ſuppoſed 
commen Freedem of our reſpective Nations, 
in calling me Brother, This was an Ap- 
pellation I could by no means admit of, 
by reaſon, as I told him, That Coun- 
try was only free, where there was one 
«© common Meaſure of every Inhabirants 
« Freedom, which was very far from be- 
_ * ing ſo in Poland, where a Gentleman could 
çdiſpoſe of his Tenants as he could of his 
* Horſes or Lands.” But if I would have 
diſcover'd the Nakedneſs of my Country, 
how little reaſon had l, on this account, 
ro except againſt 1be Relaticnſhip? Or to 
imply it was not /o, in ſome manner, in 
England; where altho' we cannoi be bought 
and ſold of one another, yer, I appeal to 
your Lordſhip, as the Caſe is with us at 
| | preſent, 


1 
preſent, whether it is even in your Lord- 

ſhip%,or in any Judges power, wholly to pre- 
vent, That be that is Maſter of the greateſt For- 
tune, ſhall not, on many Occaſions, keep out ano- 
ther from the Enjoyment of his Right,that has leſs 
Money, and, perhaps, debar him through 
the Expenſiveneſs of Proceſs, from ever £n- + 
Joying it? And I ſhould be glad to be 
told wherein lay the great. Difference. 


1 ſhall proceed no further on the in- 
exhauſtible Subject of the Defe#s of our 
inward national Oeconomy. But con- 
clude with faying, * That if all the gene- 
ral Laws in relation to the Subject were 
reduced into a reaſonable Volume, and 
: A ny Sanction given to e the 

Legiſlature, (a Thing, in my Opinion, 
EF me ſhould 4 be, 5 its Ee im- 
practicable ;) a thorough Amendment made 
in the Practice of the Law, in the refpe- 
$ tive Courts; a Regulation of the State 
of the Goals, both Civil and Criminal; 
an Intreduftion of a general Regiſter of 
Lands in the Kingdom; and a Method 
found out of putting it out of the Pow- 
der of a Sheriff to model a Fury in any 
© Caſe whatſoever, we ſhould go a 4 
, bon to take off that gloomy Alpect, 
under which the very laſt Breath of 

our Conſtitution ſeems ready to expire, 
* or, at leaſt, under which it lies Di 
© eaſed beyond all Hopes of Recovery, 
* any other way. i N 


* 
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I ſhall cloſe my Obſervations with the- fol- 
lowing Concluſions relating to the two Firſt 
of them; Which I ſhall humbly throw, as 
my poor Mite, into the publick Treaſury 
of Advice, of much more knowing and 
more experienc'd Counſellors than my ſelf, 
and leave the Reaſonableneſs of them to 
ſpelk for themſelves. 

That, particularly, in Middleſex and Weſt- 
minſter, fewer Juſtices of the Peace be ap- 
pointed, and only Men of kniwn Capa- 
city, Integrity, and reaſonable Fortunes. 
And that ſome Method be found out to 
come at a greater Certainty of their true, 
Characters in every one of theſe Reſpects 
than is commonly eg. b 5 

That no Man have the Commiſſion in 
an honorary Way, without acting in it. 

That free Inſpection may be had of 
Commitments, and the Cauſes of them. 

That great Care be taken how that zen- 
Regulation of their Worſhips is apply'd, of 
not interfering in one another's Commit» 
ments. 8 
And that a particular Power be given to 
the moſt eminent for Honeſty and Ability 
in every Quarter of the Town, to reviſe, 
on the firſt Application, the Commitment 
of any other Juſtice. Since by this Regu- 
lation of theirs, for which, to their Honour 
be it ſpoken, I muſt acknowledge there 
was great Occaſion, has, in Effect ſer aſide 
the general Power there was of doing ir 
before. ji 1 i on es I 

That 


Y 


THe: |; 
0 That no Goal-keeper's Place, be ever 
_ .. | aa thin 
That oo]. a: Year be paid by each. 
County, in general, to the Goalkeeper of 


the County Priſon, with a reaſonable Aug- 


mentation to the greater Priſons in and 
about London. . 
That it ſhall be capital for any Goaler to 


receive a fartbing, under any Pretext what- 


ſoever, from any Priſone. 
That publick Viſitors be appointed of 


Goals, who ſhall be bound monthly to ex- 


amine the State of chem ; and report them 


to the Lord Chief Juſtice of England. 


That in all Goals, as much as may be, 
diſtin&t Apartments be made for diſtin 


„Crimes, and degrees of Them; there be- 


ing few young Criminals but are made 
worſe by being once in a Goal. 
And that ſome Method be found out to 
Proven. ſo many natural born Engliſhmen 
rom rotting in Goals, through the Cruelty 


of. their Creditors, and ſpending their Days 


in a miſerable Confinement, without any 


Advantage to themſelves, ox thoſe that ſend 


them thither. | 
Puniſhment for . not paying Creditors 
ought to be, as it is by our Law appointed, 
Copfinement, and Confinement only, But what 
Extortion is there not exacted from them 
by their Keepers, if they have any Thin 
when confin'd, to maintain them — 
what miſerable, inhuman Wretchedneſs | 
r , ; N 1 5 are 
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ate they not reduced to, if they have no- 
thing! Therefore. 

That better Accommodation, and a Main- 
tenance be provided for them; vr that a 
Method be found for them to work in the 
Goals, in order to gain it. 

The doing this, in particular, would 
take off a great Reproach from our Coun- 
try, and make us a little more conſiſtently, 
as a Nation, deſerve the Character which 
we have born, (but which we ſhall falſly 
bear, while the Barbarity of our Priſons 1 
remain unreformed,) * That of being a 
good natur'd People. 8 

I ſhall conclude all, with the following 
Quotation of a Paſſage I meet with in 
Townſend's Collections, concerning the 
Manner how Fuſtices of Peace were former- 
ly appointed, not knowing how they are, 'l 
now. Let us ſee whence theſe Fuſ- 
© tices do come and how they be made? 
© It cannot be denied, but that all Fuftices 
are made by the Lord Keeper ; Then he is 
in Fault, and none elſe. For my OWN 
© Opinion, I have ever heard him to be a 
© MAN both honourable, grave, and wiſe. | 
© So JUST that never was the meaneſt 
subject ſo wronged, That he ever com- 
plained. « Therefore his Juſtice cannot be 
tax d. Ay, but his Care may, for he 
maketh them. No, I may more eaſily 

excuſe him than ourſelves ; For he mak- 

eth! none, but ſuch as have Certificates 

commendatory from the Juſtices of Aſſize. 


* 
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to be a Juſtice, he getteth a Certificate 


County to the Juſtices of Aſſize, for his 


put into Authority. 


is the Subject of it; and others to my ac- 


(0119) 
* Why, then they be in Fault. For it is 
* impoſlible he ſhould know the Quality and 
0 Suffciency of them himſelf, but only per ; 
© alium, in Truſt, as by the Juſtice of A4ſſize. . 
No, the Gall lyes not there. For they 
© neither are well made acquainted con- 
* cerning them. But when any deſireth 


from divers Fuſtices of the Peace. in the 


* Sufficiency and Ability. And they again 
* make their Certificate to the Lord Keeper, 
* who at the next Aſſzzes puts them into 
* Commiſſion. And thus the Lord Keeper 
is abuſed, the Fufice of Aſize abuſed, and 
the County troubled with a corrupt Fuſtice 


MY LORD, 


Should here have put an End to this hum- 
ble Addreſs, were ir not that the delay in 
_ it You, has given me Opportu- 
hearing ſome Objectiont to my hav- 

ing concern'd my ſelf at all in the Matter that 


uainting the Publick with it. Both which 
think proper to obviate, before I let it go 
out of my Hands. * 

I have heard it ſaid, on this Occaſion, 
That I ſhould not have, at all concern d 
* my ſelf in this Matter, That it was be- 
* neath a Gentleman, to concern himſelf 
about the Intcreſt of a Servant- Maid. If 
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ſhe was guilty, why, ſhe ſhould be hang'd ; 
if not, why, ſhe muſt have done as- 
others in the like Caſe, be content to 
get off as well as ſhe could. That I ſaw 
what a Risk I had run of my own Cha- 
racter, in my Charity for her; ſuch a One 
as no Wiſe Man, would have ever run on 
the like Account. To fay nothing, what 
a Suſpicion People would be apt to enter- 
tain of an Intimacy of another ſort be- 
tween Us. | 


© That notwithſtanding the apparent Ir- 
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regularity of the old Gentleman s Proceed- 
ings, and ungentlemanlike Carriage of 
the Knight, and his Brethren, ſo injurious 


to me; yet, that it was better to lye 


down quiet under it. — Great Occa- 
ſion for the Vigilance of Magiſtrates. 
Lerters from a Secretary of State to them, 
addrels'd to the Deputy Chairman him- 
ſelf. They would be ſupported againſt 
Me. The Government Affronted, if I. 
poſe them. To ſay nothing how it 
would affect Me, in my New View, of 
entering into Orders, Concluding, That 
as they were Juſtices of Your Lordſhip's 
Appointment, and for other reaſons, I 
ſhould offend Your Lordſhip, . my great 
Patron, G o. | . 
In Anſwer to all which, I beg Leave to 


ſay, That as none of thoſe Conſiderations, 
that refer to my acting in this Matter, in 


the firſt Inſtance, ought to have hindred Me, 


eicher as a Man, a Gentleman, or a Chriſ- 
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* tian, from doing, what I did ; and which, 


* I think, I have made ſufficiently appear 
in my Apology for it in the former Part of 
this Addreſs: So I am perſuaded, none 


that refer to my not r it, and 


© acquainting the World with what my 
ſelf and others have done on Occaſion of 


© it, ought to have that Influence with Me, 


as to withhold Me from it. And that1 
have nothing to fear in doing it, from 


any Offence, that can juſfly be taken by 
* the KING, the Adminiſtration, Your Lorxuodz öꝙp 


© ſhip, or any Body elſe ; ſave onely from 
* thoſe whom I deſpiſe too much to fear to 
* offend. Thus I have the Misfortune, or 
the Wiſdom, to differ Point · blank from my 
* Adviſers ; and it will be ſoon ſeen, by 
* ſtating the Motives of my ſo doing, Who 
* has Reaſon, They or my ſelf; Beſides, My 


Lord, to confeſs a very weighty Truth, I 


© have Ends of my own to anſwer, by doing 
it; Which call highly that they ſhould be 


* anſwer d. And 1I think it ſome Part of 


my Reward, for what 1 have done in this 


© charitable Caſe, that I have ſo ju/# an Op- 


© portunity given Me to anſwer Them. 
am going to take my Leave of Civil 
| © Life. In all Likelyhgod ſhall have a&#- 
© ally taken it before this humble Repreſen- 
© tation Will reach Your Lordſhip, after be- 


ing long, and much known in it. This 


5 Freer. will, I queſtion not, give Occa- 
© fion for much Diſcourſe. And ſince that 


Lis unavoidable, and knowing what 1 am 
| EO to 
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to expect from the known Charity of the 
World, I am willing to prevent, as much 
* as I can, Its ſpeaking otherwife, than 
* Truth of Me. I hope likewiſe by this 
* Means, to take off ſome of that Contempt 
* that has been caſt on Me, from the appa- 
rent Neglect that has been had of Me, 
ſo contrary to the juſteſt ExpeRations. 
* And while I have this in View, and 
am defirous to have it thought, that 
it has not been altogether uſe 1 
had neglected my own Improvement, 
as not to have been capable of having 
© been an Actor in Life, that I have liv'd 
* fo long a meer Spectator in it, I hope J 
© ſhall have the general Approbation of the 
* Publick, while I ſhew 1 have a great Re- 
* gard to its good Opinion. 5 
What 1 did at firſt I did as a Friend to 
God, to Religion, and to bumane Nature in 
particular; and I fhall never be aſhamed, if 
I ſhall nor glory in owning it. And what I 
ſhall do now, in publiſhing it, 1 do as a 
Friend to the King, the Admini ſtration, to 
2 Country, tO Tour Lordſhip and to my 


1 ſhall add nothing to the general Apolo- 

£3, I have made above, at the Concluſion of 
rhe State of the Caſe, for my concerning 

my ſelf at all in the poor Creature Misfor- 
tune; and I fhall deſpiſe the little Infua- 
tions Which have, and may, when i ſhall 

come to be more known, be ſtill made, of 

my having had any other Reaſon to induce 
| | Me 
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me to do as I did, but what was truly he- 
coming a Gentleman and a Chriſtian to have. 
And the idle Suppoſitions that have or may 
be made of any By-reaſons, I can very conten- 
tedly bear, from thoſe who either have or 
who ill ſuppoſe them, for the ſake of the 
reaſon that ſhall influence them to make 
them; which is, Becauſe they have it not 
in their own Natures, to do, without ſome . 
ſuch mean Conſideration, as I have gene- 
rouſly done. And which reaſon was fo far 
from having any Influence on Me, That 
I know not that I ever ſo much as paſſed a 
Reflection in my Mind what Sex the diſ- 
treſt Party was of, till I heard this Objection 
from the Propounders of it. I thought, in- 
deed, my Marriage wou'd haveſcreen'd me 
from any Objection of this nature; bur 1 
find, having an excluſive Property in one Wo. 
man, is, to this Race of Gentry, next to 
having none. I ſhall crave Leave, therefore, 
on this Occaſion, not by Way of defend- 
ing my ſelf from their Imputation, for 1 
contemn it, but out of Compaſſion to their 
. Infirmities, and with a charitable View of 
rectifying their miſerably depraved Taſte, 
in one of the moſt material Articles of hu- 
man Life and Happineſs, I ſhall, I ſay, 
therefore, crave Leave to deliver, on this 
Occaſion my Sentiments on that important 
Point, * The Ule of the Fair Sex'. There 
are too many I am afraid, that are too far 
gone in their debauched Principles and 


2 prac- 5 
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Practices to be reclaimed, by any thing 
that T ſhall ſay: But as there may be others, 
already in Life, to be hoped, not irretriev- 
ably abandoned; and more daily eoming 
into Life, which it will be an extreme Cha- 
rity rightly co principle in a Point, the 
moſt likely of any for them to be ſeduced 
in; I ſhall lay before them ſome Senti- 
ments Concerning the Converſe of the Fair 
Sex, which, if they appear as reaſonable 
ro them, as they do to my ſelf, may be of 
Uſe to them. 

Woman, MY LORD, is too ſpecious an 
Object of the Creation, for one not to 
think about, when one once comes to obſerve 
them. And it well deſerves our Conſider- 
ation, in what manner they are to be dealr 
with. I have long ſince thought ir neceſ- 
ſary for my Happineſs, to weigh well this 
Article of my Creed, and I found, that there 
was no medium between having a rovinglIncli- 
nation for every Novelty of the Sex one ſaw, 
or to retrench one's Deſires, on the firſt Op- 
| gung ſincere Complacency only 

or one of Them. The fr of theſe is ĩimpoſ- 

ſible to be fully gratified. Beſides, that it is 
levellingour ſelves with the Beaſts ro indulge 
it; and doing our Fair Siſters but very lit- 
tle Credit, to conſider them in the Light 
of Varicty and Novelty, and not in that 

moſt aimable Situation, the common Parent 
of Man and Womankind deſign'd theyſhould 
be ſeen and enjoy'd in, I mean, as a Conſum- 
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mation of all human Happineſs. Theſe 
My Lord, were my Sentiments, when 
Young, and in the midſt of an uncontroled 
Enjoy ment of an eaſy Fortune. I could 
never have the Heart to build my own 
Happineſs on another like Creature with 
my ſelf her Misfortue. And it is impoſi- 
ble, that any Man can have bis Will with 
one of the other Sex, out of Wedlock, but 
her Miſery muſt be, in the End, the Conſe- 
- quence of it. The World is not yet fo 
bad, but ſhe ſuffers in Reputation immedi- 
ately; and, not to ſpeak of that viſible Diſ- 
order within, to be read by every obſerving 
Eye in any Womans Face, after the loſs of 
her Innocence, what has ſhe to expect, as ſhe 
encreaſes in Age, but Miſery and Diſeaſes ? 
And if ſhe ſurvives them, the greateſt of all 
Miſeries, that of cauſing others to ſin? What 
Shoals of miſerable Objects do not the Streets 
Swarm with? How many more are there 
waſting their Days, in the utmoſt Miſery 
of Mind and Body, that dare not ſhew them- 
ſelves? Who is there that can make Re- 
flection on this, that deſerves the Name of 
a Man, or of a Gentleman, who feels nor 
Sentiments . of Pity and Concern ariſing 
in his Mind, at the ſecing fo great a De- 
baſement of ſuch vaſt Numbers of human 
Nature? What Concern can be greater 
than this but the Horrour of their 
Minds who ſee ir, and, at the ſame Time, 
know there are, perhaps, many curſing at 
that Minute, or who are dead, and who 
expi- 
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expired curſing them, and the Day they 
were born, for ever having been ſeduced 
by them? Women are endow'd with 2 
natural Modeſty, which was ever deſigned 
as theit greateſt Ornament and Defence, and 
their higheſt Recommendation to our Em- 
braces, and which they would ever pre- 
ſerve, were it not from the Superior Temp- 
tations they meet with from cheir alluring 
Undoers. By which Means, from being 
the moſt ornamental Part of this lower Cre- 
ation, they at once become the moſt mon- 
ſtrous and deformed. The fr is, every 
Woman in her natural Modeſty, the /aft is 
ſhe, that has forfeited, or loſt it. If Men 
were truly Men or Gentlemen, They would 
not think That an Affluence of Fortune was 
given them, to ruin and deſtroy the Beau- 
ty of the Creation, or for them to build 
their imaginary Tranſitory Enjoyments on 
the laſting Miſery of their. Fellow - Crea- 
tures; of an e804 ma de as good, and 
as honeſt, and as worthy, as themſelves. 

I was not willing meerly to obviate all 
Siniſter Conſtruction, as to my ſelf, in the 
Caſe in Queſtion, but thought it not amiſs 
to give a little Liberty to my Pen, on the 
Occaſion ; the Subject being ſo moving, and 
ſo important. As to my ſelf, I have, on 
worthy and right Motives, choſen my ſelf a 
Female Companion for Life ; and becauſe 
I have done fo, have found an uninterrup- 
ted Happineſs and Enjoyment in it. I had 
too much Honeſty, to tye my ſelf to a Wo- 

SD man 
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man I could not uſe well; too much Stiffneſs 
in my Nature, to be able to uſe one well, 1 


did not love; and too great a Contem 
for Money, to have it make her agreable 
to Me, by it: Means, whole Qualities and 
Accompliſhments would not render her ſo, 
of themſelves. As to Point of Fortune 
with a Wife, I am of Opinion, That that 
Woman brings enough with her, whatever 
be her Condition, that brings a Diſcharge of 
the Incumbrances, that ſhe is willing ſhall 
attend her. It is the Vice and Weakneſs of 
Mankind that makes Marriage coſtly. It 
is that Spirit of Profuſeneſs and Prodigality, 
occaſioned by that wretched Education that 
is in Faſhon in the World, ich Men know 
not how to have the Courage to controal, are! 
yet without often involving themſelves an 
their Families in the greateſt in ward Want 
and Anxiety, know not how to gratifye. 
And the Ladies themſelves, would they act 
on right Mortives, when they diſpoſed of 
themſelves, would findthe Happineſs, which 
the Friendſhip and Complacency of a wor- 
thy Man, would give them, at home, inſi- 
nitely Superiour to that, which their indul- 
ging that reſtleſs Spirit, that ſeems to have 
taken poſſeſſion of the greateſt Partof them, 
of ſeeking it abroad, and in all ſortsof Pride 
and Vanity, yields them. There is no- 
thing ſo much the Parent of all Diſorders of 
Life, as the evil Manner in which the 
Sexes regard one another, and on which 
2 generally come together; and for 


which 
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which Reaſon, I tliink, either ia Scaſon, or 
our of Seaſon, it cannot be too lively repre- 
ſented. And no Wonder at all, that Mar- 
riage is ſo much ſlighted by ſo many of all 
Degrees, as it is, to the reproach of Us, 


both as Engliſumen and Chriſtians, while 


the true Foundation of its Happineſs is ſo 
little attended to. While the imaginary 


Satisfaction, that ſhall poſſeſs the Mind from 
being drawn by a Pair of Horſes more or 


lefs, or the being 'atrended on by a Foot- 
man Or two more behind the Coach, or at 
Table, or from half a Dozen Diſnes of 
Meat extraordinary, and from many other 
ſuch ſine and rational preferences that are daily 


given to, and that take place of that poor 


pitiful Enjoyment, which an Union and mutual 


Complacency of Minds, and ſolid Friendſhip 
between twoberſons of a differentSex,accom- 


anicd with a true Courage of governing ones 
Selfand Family according to the Dictates of 


right Reaſon, and not by the Opinion of 
the World, infallibly produces. 


Bur, Thanks be to God, we are not with- 
out ſome Examples, where Conjugal Affee- 
tion appears in its true Beauty. We fee it 
in its G/o7y in our ROYAL PAIR; and there 


are many. of the | frſ# Quality, and even 


young ones too, who dare deſpiſe the allow'd 
Libertiniſm of the Age, and to imitate 


their Royal Maſter therein. With what Re- 


verence. does not one behold theſe noble 
Characters! How dlfferent do they not ap- 
pear in the fight of a reaſonable _ 

. rom 
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from all. tliat «nworthy CREW, who, without 
any Decency or Order, live on Wh—ing, 
and on the Spoils of the Honour of ſo many 
unhappy Women! 

I come now to the other Obje#ions, (after 
hoping I ſhall have no Occaſion to make 
Apology for my Digreſſion on the laſt) 

hat, notwithſtanding the apparent Irre- 
* gularity of the old Gentleman, and un- 
n ren Carriage of the Knight and 
© his Brethren, all which were ſo injurious 
© to Me; yet that it were better for Me to 
© fit down quiet under it. — Great Oc- 
caſion for the Vigilance of Magiſtrates, 
Letters from the Secretary of State, 
to them. The Government aftronced, if 
* I expoſed Them.” GW. | 
JI To all which I beg Leave to ſay, That 
could there have been the leaſt publick In- 
convenience Whatever from my laying 
* this Caſe before the World, no one would 
have been readier than my ſelf to have 
. * fat down patiently under, and have had 
* nothing to ſay, of my own private Injury. 
* But I amof a very contrary Opinion to 
my Adviſers in this reſpe&. That very 
ſame Love, My Lord, for human Nature, 
and Hatred of all Oppreſſion, which oc- 
caſion d Me 5ſt to act in this Caſe, has 
inclin'd Me, and even forc'd Me to laythe 
Kae before the World. I think I con- 
ulr the Safety of my Fellow Subjectt, the 
Honour of my Prince, and the Praiſe of 
the Adminiſtration by doing it. My Cen- 

* ſure 


( 139 ) 

| ſure extends no further than to choſe that ſhall 

be found ro , deſerve I; And it is for the 

Credits and Honour of the Adminiſtration, to 

have all thoſe that act unworthily in any 
Station, made known to them, and it can- 

not be too exemplarily done for the publick 

Welfare, Slavery will never ſteal in among us 

(and it muſt come by ſtealth, if ever it ap- 

proaches a free People) if every one, as he 

feels the Effect of it, will Tet himſelf again 

it. The undiſputed Rights of a Man, a 

Gentleman, and an Engliſhman, are. of roo 

. Valuable a Nature, nor to merit the being 

Jealous of them. And the Rights of every 

one of theſe Relations have been broke in 

upon in my Caſe. 1, for my part, will 

never bear to have, tamely, my Birth- right 

: invaded by a filly little Fuſtice of Peace, 

4 that will not ſuffer it, without complaint, 

| from a wiſe and a great Miniſter of State. 

We ſare all Ergliſhmey, and all alike equally 

entitled to the Privileges of Magna Charta, 

? the Petition of Right, the Habeas Corpus, and 

to the Solemn Declaration of the Rights of 

the People. And thoſe that are in Office, 

are only the Servants of thale chat are ont. 

An unjuſt Thing done under Colour of 

Lau, is worſe than an unjuſt Thing done 

without that Colour. Bur as to theſe 

Gentlemen, by whom I have ſufter'd, and 

and by an Abuſe of whole Authority, I was 

in ſuch near Danger of ſuffering more, & 

to their being ſupported againſt me, 1'know 

not what this means. I call out for no ex- 

| : preſs 
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preſs Vengeance againſt them. For no more, 
than what Opinion of them, the Knowledge 
of the Truth of what paſſed, muſt and will 
beget in the Minds of every one, who firſt 
or laſt, ſhall come to the Knowledge of 
it. Nor am I deſirous of any other Fa- 
vour for myſelf, but what the Law allows. 
I know very well, that I have an Action 
at Law of Defamation againſt the Ladies, 
and 19 Old R himſelf; and I 
have been advis'd to take the Advantage 
of ic. But I ſeek the publick Benefit, more 
than my own, in preferring this Methed, 
of doing my ſelf Juſtice; without, however, 
renouncing the Other. I look upon the Cen- 
ſure of Mankind as no ſmall Puniſhment ; 
much above that of a 7. And I look 
upon the Means, which my Publiſhing the 
Cafe to the World, may be to many 4 
poor Fellow-Subjef, of preventing a falſe In- 
priſonment, with more Satisfaction, than I 
ſhould on the greateſt Damages that could 
be given me, in an ordinary Courſe of 
Juſtice But who are theſe great Men 
chat I have ro deal with, that I ſhould be 
concern'd at the bringing them on the 
Stage in ſo honourable a manner? Does any 
Sacredneſs belong to their Characters? Are 
any Privileges, belonging to them as Eng- 
liſhmen, or Magiſtrates, that I have not an 
equal Right to? Nay, is there any Supe- 
rior Worth in either, or any of their Cha- 
raFers, for which they ought to be parti- 


cularly reyerenced? —— O Yes, One is 
„ . 


lis Duty to his Prince 


. c 
the 5 1 Chair Man himſelf, and the Other, 
the eldeſt Brother in the Commillipp. And 
the Deputy Chair- Man , has been giving 
© Charges, aud ubliſping chem for the Refor- 
* mation of the Town,” &c. Theſe Charges, My 
Lord, which have beeh repeated upon us, 
uſque ad nauſeam, would have helped to have 
þlunted much of the Reenneſ of my Severity 
againſt him, for his unworthy Behaviour to 
myſelf, were they what he has ſet them forth 
to be, in a hired Copy of Verſes, prefixed to 
them. The very prefixing which to ſuch 
a paultry Performance, werte ſufficient to fink 
any Man's Character, ten-times greater than 
that of his Worſhip's, to the bottomleſs Pit, 
never to riſe any more! I muſt beg leave 
to preſent my Reader with ſome of them. Ne- 
ver ſurely was an Angel's Character fo vile- 
ly proſtituted ; Never the Heroes of old ſo 
candalouſly abuſed, 5 


For LO ! in Juſtice, Truth, 
In Virtue's Cauſe he pleads, fam d GONSON 

ads, | 

And all is ſileuce round; A thouſand Ears 

Are raptur'd while be talks, a thouſand Eyes 
Are faſten'd on bis FORM; in ev'ry Heart 

Conviction reigns, and ev'ry Paſſion ebbs 

Before his Voice a: Of Reaſon, Pow'r, 
Liberty, of Government be ſpeaks, 

And all h ſpeaks is good. The Subject hears 

Pi explain d, the Laws 

That bind Society, and puniſh Crimes > 
With Death: Each vagrant Mind is ently 

dee Bad ws bd ge 
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T* avoid the fatal Doom; each Patriot's urg d 
To ſearch out Guilt, and purge the Land of 

n | 
Religion's Advocates with Foy attend 
His Labours in ber Cauſe, with Gratitude 
Confeſs his Precepts, and bis Practice One: 


SO ſhould an ANGEL from the Skies deſcend, 
They cry with tranſport ; SO would HE inſpire 
| Celeſtial Truths, and with BUT equal Zeal, 
With like Succeſs reform Mankind. Around 

Stern CATO': Shade, ARISTIDES, and all 

The Worthies of the antique World, glide ſoft, 

And ſee, with WONDER, Virtae like 
their own 

Inflame a Modern's Breaſt, and modern Minds 

Delighted with his Lore : In Days to come 

They whiſper on the Breeze, in Days to come 

Thy Fame, O GONSON ! ſhall with OURS 
on 3 

O'er all the habitable Globe, and laſt 

Till Nature ſinks amid the gen ral Blaze ; 

With us THY Ghoſt ſhall take ber glorious 

| Seat, 


And deal out Laws thre all the Vaſt of Heav'n Ek 


With us, converſing, thine Eternity | 
Shall 1 with Ours thy Name ſhall ſhine, 
| ove Z ; 

ar thy Virtues be ADOR'D be- 
ow. 


And what are all theſe Divine \ for, 
: that would have ſuited ſo well, = 


/ 
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Law and Goſpel, a SOMERS, a TIL LOT. 
SON. or a SCO formerly, a KING, a 
HOADLEY, or a CHANDLER, now? 
Would one think it poſſible, that a Man 
that had 4 Grain of common Senſe, would 
have ſung his own Praifes in ſuch high 
Notes, or ſet himſelf up for ſuch an exalted 
Mart of Obſervation, for a ſew paultry 
CBarges to à little Grand Jury? The Low- 
Part of which, no Attorney's Clerk in Town, 
that had ſerved half his Clerkſhip, would 
not have equalled in giving an Account of 
thoſe trite Things of Rout, and Riots, Bar- 
retry and Champerty, &c. and the declama- 
. tory Part of which, no Boy at Weſtminſter 
School,” in the fourth Form, but would have 
excelled. What Profuſion of Senſe does it not 
argue, to talk of Ariſtotle, and Tully, Belle. 
Lettres, and Patriarchal Rigbt, to a Parcel 
of Shopkeepers ? But above all, what profound 
Knowledge does it not expreſs in the vicious Free- 
dom of the Age, to find out that in the Liber- 
tine Writings that infeſt ir, which never, before 
was heard of? In Page 91 and 2d of the 
fine Collection of his Charges, which he has 
ſo pompouſly preſented to every one of rhe 
Furies he has declaimed to, and who only, 
I believe, ever read them, you meet with 
theſe curious Words, There are feveral late 
Writers,” quoth he, who go under the 
Name of . Deifs, but are really Atheiſts, 
* withont, GOD in the World, renohncing 
© his Providence, &c. PRETENDING an 
as + Inquiry 


1 
© Inquiry after SENSIBLE IDEAS of the 
* Spiritual and Supernatural Trattis of eternal 

Life. mum ſuch or their Wri- 
1 tings.” Where the learned Knight heard 
of theſe Inquirers after ſenſible Ideas o F ſpiritual 
and nate ner Trutrbs of Eternal Life, I 
mould be glad o Know. I have, I own, 
myſelf been a humble Þ:quirer, in my time, 
into the divers Opinions of Mankind on re- 
ligious Subjects, bur, I profeſs, I nevęr heard 

of thoſe that are bert deſcribed. Nor did 
his Worſhip know what he meant any more, 
than they that heard him, or that read this. 
Ik it be his Superior Worth that has put 
alte into the Chair, God help the Com- 
mi 

But to what purpoſe have thee Char & 
deen beap'4 one on another? 1s © the 
Charge to a Grand. Fury, a Thin 4 con- 

Pant Nature, and is not the World full of 

em? Is there Occaſion to ſay That in 
one, which o 2 2 not to have been ſaid 
in another? *Haye'not they been ſeconded, 
tbirded, nay, even fourth d adi us from the 
Tame Man, to 15 lauſting of 1 5 . 
for Epirbett, (4) for them,” in 
make a ohh his own Jar, 5 2 be- 
loved ſelf, to be ſten by? 1 have Heard, in- 
, two 5, on Occaſion pf them, ſaid 
go fe and by r joſe too chat 


cannot, "oy apy Means, 
09 See P. 21. of "Y Treatiſe for a catalogue of thoſe 
a „eme 
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come into what they ſay, which are, 
© That they were compesd for him, and 
that his Head is turn'd, on account of 
the imaginary Merit of them, and of the 
* moſt eminent Station he is exalted to. 
hut their two Cenſures I Can by no 
means allow. Becauſe, I believe his Head 
ſtands where it ever did, and his Judgment 
may be capable of producing, for ought I 
know, ſuch ſtupid Performances. Io, 
Thus much for the bigb and worthy Knight, 
The ARISTIDES, the CATO of our Age. 


And as for his eldeſt Brother, let bis Works (at 


the Spinſter petty Seſſions) (a) if he ever repeats 
them, ſpeak for bim at Weſtminſter-Hall Gate. 
. If there was to be any Compariſon made 
between their. Characters, and bis whom 
they have fo ſcandalouſiy abuſed, which, 
1 think, à Diſhonour to entertain the 
Thauglits of, or of the Pretenſions which 
He or They have to their Majeſty's Favour : 
Let them know, that there is hardly 
a near Relation that either, of their Ma- 
jeſty's. haye abroad, That He has not had 
e Honour often to eat with, and to have 
enjoyed the very particular. Favour of, and 
wuh more than one, of which He might not 
have paſſed Hz; Lite, 14 JE utmoſt Honour 
and Diſtinction, could He have reſolved to 
have forgot the Liberty of that Country, un- 
der which He had the Happineſs to be born, 
or could have been content to live, where 
* Y . — — 
(s) See p. 42, 41. | 
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your Lordſhip, my then, and ſtill moſt honour- 
ed, moſt beloved, and moſt revered Pa 

| fron, Was not. | : | 
And as to any Concern the Miniſtry (in 
which | beg leave to include your Lordſhip) 
may have in my making this Caſe pub- 
lick, who, I muſt own, are more immedi- 
ately concern'd in the due Execution of Ju- 
ſtice, &c. I humbly anſwer, That for that 
very Reaſon, and becauſc the Fuftices have 
been by his Majeſty's Miniſters extraor- 
* dinarily called upon, to take care of the 
"Safety of the Town, it becomes them the 
more, to fee they involve not the Inno- 
cent in the, Crimes of the Guilty, and it 
they do, the Injury is thereby made the 
greater. And as to your Lordſbip in parti- 
cular, to whom I have taken the Liberty 
to addreſs this Caſe, I think, as it con- 
tains an Appeal from the undue Exerciſe of 
Power in an inferior Magiſtrate, and as 
you will, in common, with the reſt of 
the World, be now frſf acquainted with 
my Intention of ſo doing, and, as 1 hope, 
In doing it, I have, in all Reſpects, ob- 
ſerved the Decency requiſite in an Addreſs 
to fo Great a Perſon, I hope my Freedom 
will not ſtand in need of an Excuſe, 1 
began it when I thought myſelf obliged 
to have Refuge to your Lordſhip from the 
reateſt Oppreſſion. And to whom could I 
have, ſo properly had recourſe to, on fo 

veighty an Occaſion, when my Character was 
in ſo great Danger, as great Perſon, 
to 
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to whom I had the Honour to be long, 
and particularly known, and with whom 
I had the Happineſs to be in ſome Degree 
cf Favour ? And when | refolv'd to make 
Uſe of the Occation. of this Repreſentation, 
to convey ſome other Sentiments to the Pub- 
lick, different from what immediately rela- 
ted to the original Subject of it, I conti - 
nued refolved to addreſs the WHOLE 
to your Lordſhip, becauſe I knew no 
worthier Perſon, either on account 
a ſuper- eminent Degree of Virtue or Me- 
rit to addreſs them to. They conſpire to 
promote the ſame great Ends your Lord- 
- ſhip have ever had at Heart, tbe Good and 
Hoppineſs of your fellow Subjefts, both as 
Men, and as Engliſimen, and 1 humbly 
hope, the Goodnels of the Intention with 
which they are wrote, ſhould they be 
found deſticute (which, I hope, however, 
| they will not) of any intrinſick Worth to re- 
commend them, will procure them a favou- 
rable Acceptance from your Lordſhip, and 
from all chat ſhall read them. I hope I ſhall 
be pardoned the Ambition of ſhewing, on 
taking leave of Civil Life, after havin 
lived long in it, That I have not hived 
altogether an unconcern'd, or an inatten- 
tive SpeCtator in it, I have now done 
with it for ever. | 


; 


» . 
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"TER | 
I come now to the Laff Objedction, that 
has been made to my publiſhing this Caſe; 
which takes its Force from the manner in 
which the doing it may affect me, as to 
the approaching Ehange in my Life; and 
which, in all Probability, will be complea- 
ted, before this comes to your Lordſhip's 
Hands. | | 
And, in the firſt Place, I beg Leave to 
ſay, That I am never afraid of Conſequences, 
when I do what is juſt and right. Tq 
make this Caſe publick to the World, .1 am 
ſure is ſo, as | am a Man, a Gentleman; an 
_ Engliſhman, and as nor done out of Malice, 
(of which, I thank God, I am as free, as if 
I had received no In ſult at all,) as a Chriſ- 
tian. I don't think, by taking Orders, I 
ſhall ceaſe to be an Ergliſbman, Nor will 
the Liberty of my Country, to which, the 
Proceedings | have cenſured in the courſe of 
this Addreſs, were greatly contrary, be Then 
leſs dear to me, than it is now, or, than it 
has ever been : Nor ſhall I think it leſs my 
Concern to ſee it remain untainted. If Rea- 
ſon be the Gift of God, much more Liber- 
ty, without which, Reaſon it ſelf what is 
it? I think, what I have done in this Caſe, 
in the warm Manner I efpouſed the Cauſe 
of the Poor and Innocent, (and which was 
done by Me, God knows, little thinking 
ever the Publick would have heard of it, 
I look for a better Reward than the Praiſe 
of Men for ſo doing; but however, as it 
is now become publick) I think ir as great 
-- 1 an 
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than there was diſcoverable by the Light 
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an Honour to my Character, as if 1 had 


had an Archbiſbop's Hand to my Teſtimonial. 
I mean, as to the Qualification of the Heart, 
not the moſt immaterial Recommendation 
of a Candidate for Holy Orders, I hope I 
ſhall not be the loweſt of the Order, when of 

it, in other Accompliſhments, bur what 1 
deſire to reign in the Thoughts of Mankind 
for, is, and what I will, by the Grace of 
God, never give Occaſion not to do, will 
be my moral Accompliſhments 3, In my living 
What I ſhall believe. Ut ſentio, vivam, AS 
I profeſs ſo I will a, is a Sentiment I have 
from my Heart long eſpous'd ; and in the 
general, I thank God, I can ſay, have 
conducted my Life by. And according to. 


Which 1 am reſolved, as much as ſhall lye 


in my Power, which, I think, is a great 
deal, always to conform my elf. | 
Either there is, or there is not a GOD, 
that not only has made, but that ſuperin- 
tends, and governs the moral, as well as 

natural World. Either there is a Rule of 
Action for Mas, and Either He is an ac- 
countable Creature, or not. Either there 
is a poſitive Reward or Puniſhment appoin- 
ted, or rather a natural one eſtabliſhed in 
thevery Conſiitution and Frame of Things, 
growing out, and reſulting from the in- 
trinſick Nature of virtuous and vicious 
Actions and Habits, or there is not. Ei- 
ther Chriſt has given a more explicit De- 
claration of this Rule, and of its Sandion, 
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© of Nature, or he has not. And either 
he came into the World ſent from God 
vith a divine Commiſſion to do it, or not': 
Theſe are Poſitions, one or the other of which 
muſt be true; and it well deſerves the Con- 


fideration of every Man, of whatever Rank 
or Condition he be, to determine which is 
ſo. That Man, be he who he will, makes 
a- moſt impertinent, unworthy, Uſe of rhe 
Privilege of his Exiſtence, who is indifßfe- 
rent whether he be the Subje or not of 
ſome ſupreme intelligent Cauſe, And is only 
exceeded in Folly by Him, who in his Heart 
believes there is a God, and has no regard 
to the Rule by which his Action are to be 
regulated ſo as to pleaſe him, and procure 
his Favour. As for Adyſelf, I thought it 
long ago worth my while, and abſolutely 
neceſſary for my Happineſs, ro conſider 
Whar I pas, and ought to do, as a Man, 
before I immers'd my {elf in Life, as an En- 
gliſuman. This drew. me on to a careful Ex- 
amination what Relation I ſtood in to a Deity, 
of which and its Conſequences, I 15 Years ago, 
gave your Lordſhip, in a private Letter, ſome 
Account, and which has been lately publiſhed 
() by my Bookſeller, with my Connivance, not 
meerly to let thoſe that pleaſe, ſee by what 
Maxims the general Tenour of my paſt Life 
has been conducted, but for the ſake of do- 
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(a] See # Letter to # Bencher of the Innet Temple, 
from 4 Student of the ſame Houſe. | nn 
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ing ſome Good, by ſetting an Example t 
young Minds, (and even to Older, who have 
lived, as too many, I tear, have, a great Part 
of their Lives over, without ever ſeriouſly 
having made this firſt Step of Wiſdom,) of 
deſcending into tbemſelves, and conſidering 


Who or What they are, or for what End they 
were made. This is Certainly the leading 
Thought to the Knowledge of a GOD, as that 


without having previouſly well conſidered 
which, a Man ſtands a very fair Chance of 
being, either an Enthuſiaſt, or an Unbelie- 


ver, as to all Religion reveal d. 


I own very freely, I ſtuck bere a great 
while ; without proceeding to examine into 
the Proofs, of there being any expreſs Reve- 
lation from GOD at all. But I was ever as 
far from denying the Truth of what I had 


not examin'd into, as I was after I be- 


gan to think for my ſelf from acquieſ- 
Cing in it before I had examin'd it. With 
my finding out a Deity, I had likewiſe diſ- 


covered a Ruleof Action, in which 1 thought 


1 might very well reſt, and without 
looking any further, with Safety, regulate 

my Conduct by. It was not clearer to me, 
That I owed my Being to ſome Supreme in- 
telligent Cauſe, who had an Idea of me, be- 
fore I was, than, that it muſt be his Inten- 
tion, That I ſhould direct all thoſe Powers 
of AFtion, wherewith I was endowed, to- 
wards the Improvement and Happineſs, (as fax 


az they could rcoſonably carry me to do ity) 
| "MON 


pPleaſure of him who at firſt, e Gn 
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of my own, and other Beings Natures. For, 
the lame Motive that could have induced 


bim to give Creatures an Exiſtence, muſt © 
certainly have made him intend, that they 
ſhould have al that Degree of Happineſs and 
Perfection, which a right Uſe of the Facul- 
ties where with they were endued, and the 
Relations amidſt which they were placed, 
could yield them; and that it was the Du- 
ty of all rational Creatures, to conform 


their Actions accordingly. I ſaw it was ve- 


ry much in my Power, either to Obſerve, 
or to Neglect this great Rule, which reſult- 
ed with ſo clear an Evidence to me from 
my diſcovered Relation to a Deity. "And 
ſetting myſelf, as well out of Inclination, as 


Duty, (for, indeed, it is a Principle as amis 


able as cogent) co obſerve it, I thought, I 
might very ſafely repoſe myſelf in the Mer- 
cies of a Good Being, if the Sincerity of my 
Intention ſhould at any time fall ſhort of 
being accompanied with an actual Obedi- 
ence. With poſſeſſing my Mind with theſe 
Sentiments, I was intirely reſigned as to 
the Conti nuance, Or Noncontinuance · of my 
Being. My Exiſtence being what I had no 


manner of Pretenſions of Right to, and al» 


together in the Diſpoſal of bim that gave 
it me, My Buſineſs, I thought, was only to 
make a due Uſe of ity and contentedly leave 
it to be extinguiſh'd or changed at the 


good Pleaſure, without 


| onſulting me, Was 
pleaſed to confer it on me. 1 
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And He that brings not this Reaſoning con- 
Cerning his own Nature to this Point, by 
whatever Principles he governs himſelf, 
muſt have made a very imperfet? Uſe of his 
Reaſon, and muſt, Great or Little, be a poor, 
filly, contemptible, unhappy Creature. Religion 
is the greateſt Ornament and trueſt Glory 
of our Nature, and a well grounded Re- 
fienation to the Divine Will, the only Ac- 
conpliſhment of all our Happineſs, | 
Here 1 fixt for a while, 15 with a ſet- 
tled Reſolution, ſome time or other, to ex- 
amine thorougly into the Authority of the 
Chriſtian Religion. I was ever much taken 
with the natural Tendency of the Chriſtian 
moral Precept: to make us Happy here, and with 
the great Diſcoveries WE have in the New Te- 
fament, of the Excellency of our Natares, 
and of an .hoppy Hereafter. And as 1 
have often, with Delight, conſidered theſe, 
I” have wiſh'd 1 had ſufficient Induce- 
ment to be afſured they were to be de- 
pended on, before 1 had it. I have of- 
ten heurd it ſaid, © You have as much E. 
„ Sidenge for the Truth of the Chriſtian 
© Relfgion, as the Nature of the Thing will 
admit of, But I thought the Nature of 
ine Ding required greater Evidence. The 
deſihergte impartial Enquiry I had made 
into the reality of Nelgion, and its Conſe- 
raences; had pöſſeſt my Mind with. ſuch 
Ktimehte bf "Haprimeſs reſulting to me 
froth: ir, that I was very unwillidg to mix 
any thing of -i##ferior Evidence*with- N. I 
— 5 | thought, 
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thought, That, not withſtand ing many 
Things appeared to me great and good, 


and worthy of the Divine Being in the 
Scriptures, That the Proof of their being 
immediately revealed from God, lay at 4 
: ag Diſtance, beyond all Poſſibility of giv- 

ng me any compleat Satisfaion into 
their Authority, But I thought this, as I 
believe many others do, without ever ex- 


amining into the Proof there is forthe Trurh 


of what they contain. 
I have well examin'd This ; and am come 


off with as clear a Conviction of the Truth of 
. Chriſtianity, as I have of the Obligation of 


Natural Religion itſelf. And I have, to my 
no ſmall Comfort, found it to be no vio- 


lent Tranſition from being a ſincere. Deiſt, 
to become as ſincere a Chriſtian.. There are 
many (as I may not, I think, improperly 
term them) auxiliary Proofs for the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, but the real and direct Proof 
lies to me, in a very narrow Compaſs. * Is, 


or is not, the een true, Or, is 


the Evidence for its being true, an Evidence 
* ſuited to our Faculties, on Examination, to 
be determined by? Is the Evidence of 


© Teſtimony, for CHRIST's having been on 


Earth, and wrought thoſe Miracles, and 
* inculcated ſuch. Do&rines, and his Apoſtles 


* after him, ſuch as we have for any paſt Fact, 
© or is it not? And are we Capable to 


judge of the Credibility of a paſt Fact, Tea, 
© or No? Is it not as certain, that Henry the 
* 8th reign'd 200 Years ago, as that King 
rf K George 
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George the Firſt reign'd 2? And is a Man of 
any reading leſs allur*d, that Henry the 8th 
* reigned 200 Years ago, than that the Ro- 
nan Cornmonwealth was changed into a 
* Monarchy by Auguſtus, ſomewhac leſs 
* than 1800 Years ago? Is there not 
© fully as much Evidence for the Introducti- 
© 0» at firft, Propagation, and after Increaſe 
of Chriſtianity in the World, as there is for 
the gradual Declenſion Of the Roman Empire? 
And is it not as apparent, that the inhe- 
rent VIRTUE of the fir#f, concurd to the 
© one, as that the Vices of the Emperors, con- 
*cur'd io the other? If Teſtimonial Evi- 
dence is to be adher'd to, at all, no poſſible. 
Reaſoncan be allign'd, why a//theſe FACTS 
thall net be credited, and all. ALIKE com- 
mand our A//cnt. And if fo, there is an 
End of the Controverſy. A Fact once efta- 
bliſhed will for ever remain true, And what- 
cver Collateral Difficulties there may be 
ſtarted, can never defeat its rea! Lxiftence, 
and muſt be accounted for ſome other way. 
MK that is not ſettled, the Diſpute will then be 
about the Trutbof a peſſible Non · Entity, and 
how ſenſeleſs is that? Fatts may eflabliſh 
vrephecies, but Facts once proved, want not 
Prophecies to eſtabliſh tbem. In ſhort, all other 
Diſcuſſions on either tide of the Queſtion are 
but incidental, and of an auxiliary, nature to 
this main Point of Matter of Fact; and; in my 
humble Opinion, are Matters of Gurio/ty, 
rather than Conſequence. If the Old Teſte 
ent Was net in being, I ſhould hold myſelf 
| x little 


„ 
little the leſs obliged to be a Chriſtian; A- 
ny more than were I not aſſured of the 
+ Ag ne 8 Facts, I ſnould 
diſpos d to become one, by it. Chrift him - ; 
ſelf refer d the Fews mach MORE expreſiy Joa 5 18 
to his Works, to believe in him, and to. 3 
know him by, than he did to the Prophers con- 14. 171. 
eerning him. And fo docs his Apoſtles at- 15. 24. 
ter him. Whatever theſe ſay to take off the aq, , 2: 
Prejudices of the Fews, which they had ſo 2. 22. 
ſtrongly imbibed, from a wrong Interpre-4 10. 33. 
tation of the Prophecies relating to him, 3 39,3 
* That Feſus of Nazareth could not be the | 
« promiled great Prophet they expected, The 
CHIEF Argument they bring to prove he was, 
was the Signs and Wonders he wrought, and 
the Doctrine, he taught, And when he is Ads 4 15. 
preacht to the Gemiles, not one Word of 17. 22.to 3: 
Application to any Prophecy is heard of ar | 
all. And whatever Reference may be made 
to them in any of St. Paul's Epiſtles, we ought 
to conſider they were addreſſed to a mixt 
Pody of Chriſtianiz'd Fews and Gentiles ; 
nd that it was for the ſake of the Formers 
PrejudicestholeReferences and Explanations 
were made. It was certainly much more 
for the Conſolation of former Ages, than for 
the Information of the latter, That Chriſt 
was propbeſj d of. And COULD it be prova 
the Evanyeliſts were miſtaken in the Appli- 
cation of every Propheſy they refer ta, 
would it deſtroy the Credibility ot the Feds, 
of the Truth. of which we have ſuch addi- 
tional concurrent Teſtimony? Nothing 
* 07.1 | . 
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lels. It might, indeed, perhaps ſhew, That we 


had a wrong Opinion of the manner, and De- 

der in pun the ſacred Writers = _ 
y the holy Spirit, in compiling their Goſpe 

The Providence of God In only ob- 


lig'd to keep that Evidence open which 


was neceſſary for our Conuiction, and not at 
all concern d to gratify our Curioſity. If it 


was Neceſſary for the World, in after - Ages, 


ro know, beſides that Chrif came from 
God, and brought the Errant he did with 
him, That he had been prophecy'd of, Chriſt 
has told us fo himſelf, what Need is there 
for any further Evidence for it? If he was 
not to be believed when he ſays, He was 
the Meſſiah, * why is be to be believed in 
any thing elſe? And if he is to be believed, 
what can add to the Credit of his own Te- 
fiimony ? The Queſtion therefore returns. 
* Is it Matter of Fad, that Chrif was in the 
* World, did ſuch Miracles, and preach'd ſuch 
** Dotrines, and have we a reaſonable Evidence 
* of it? if we have, Our Aſent to it. ought 
not at all to be ſhaken by any Difhculty a- 
bout reconciling Prophecies, or the Appli- 


cation of them. 


Now Cbriſt's Miracles and Doctrines are, to 
me, unqueſtionably True, becauſe thefe are 
worthy of the divine Countenance, and both 
are warranted by a reaſonable Evidence, to 
have been actually perform d, and caught; and, 


conſequently, are manifeſt PROOFS of his 


coming from God: And, as he that comes from 
God cannot Lye, Igive entire Credit to him. 
1 don't ſay all this, in order to de- 

of . tract 
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tract from any additional Light Chriffiani- oh 
ty may derive from the Old Leſtament, nor 


to oppoſe any reaſonable Enquiry we are 
able to make, by the Help of ig, into the 
great Scheme of God Almighty, in ſending 


Chriſt into the World, but only that ſecon- 


dary Arguments may not be made Princi- 
pels; and to guard againſt the ill Uſe 
which, I am afraid, is made of many Proofs 
derived from it. I am afraid the Concluſion 
is too apt to offer itſelf, on Occaſion of the 
preſent Controverſy, in manyPeoples Minds, 
not otherwiſe throughly grounded in the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, That becauſe of 
ſome apparent Difkculty of the Application 
of a Prephecy ot two, the Whole is falſe : And 
thatthe Cauſe of Chriſtianity muſt ſtand or fal 
by this Diſpute about the Interpretation of 
many dark mylterious Propheſies. Whilſt ma- 


% 


17 are indifferent about the Maiter, 


uſe a Thing that requires ſo much ab- 


ruſe Learning, cannot be thought, 10 be of 


that. Conſequence to them. This would 


never be the Caſe, if we always went on 


right Priciples. Weak Arguments added to 


ſtrong ones, make the ſtrong ones weak, 


There may have been Proofs for one Age, 


that may have never been deſign d for an- 
other. The Fews certainly are intereſted 


. in the Prophecies; they are poſſeſt of them 


and are the only proper Perſons to be difpu- 
ted with, concerning their Meaning. But 
never underſtood the Author of the 
Grounds was circumciſed. If he is, why does 


2 
* 


- 
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he not declare it; if not, and conſequent- 
ly believes not in the Prophets, what figni- 
ſies the meaning of their Prophecies, to him? 
And why. is there that Condeſcention made 
to dimute with him, about Prophecies re- 
lating to Chriſtianity, till he has ſer aſide 
the Fad on which it is founded? If 
he diſputes out of Ceriofity, let him 
diſpute by himſelf ; if for Conviction, 
let him be ſhew'd the Strength of the. 
Cauſe, and wherein it lyes. Thoſe that 
agree not in Principles, may diſpute to Eter- 
nity, and never come to any Coneluſion. And I 


wi, with all my Heart, that all thoſe who 


go under the Name of Deifts were actually 
ſuch, ſuch, I mean, as they ought to be, 
for a Chriſtian to diſpute with them con- 
cerning Chriſtianity. Not Materialifts, not 
Eternaliſts, but ſuch as were perſuaded, 
tharGODis arp a Poſſibility of his givin 
a Revelation of his Will, implics him to be, 
a ſpiritual Being, that made the World, an 
that governs it. Iam ſure to thoſe that did 
acknowledge a God in this Senſe, there 
would be no Objection to the Truth of 
Chriftianity, from any Abſurdity in con- 
- ceiving the Poſſibility of a Miracle. For 
what is a Miracle but ſome unuſual or ex- 
traordinary Exertion of the divine Power. 
Nothing is - miraculous to the Deity,” all 
Things being equally caſy to him. And 
every Exertion of the divine Power is, in a 
ſtrict Senſe, equalſy miraculous to us. And 
it is the unuſualneſs of the Appearance, 
and the End for which an extaordinary Ex- 
| ertion 
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ertion of the divine Power is made, that 
can alone make the Difference to Us. God 
is ſet at ſo infinite a Diſtance from us, that 
we might very well have ſuppoſed, That 
there were many Gradations of Beings ſupe- 
rior to us, were we not aſſured by Revela- 
tion there were. We are aſſured by the 
Tame Authority, that ſome of theſe ſuperior 
Beings are endued with great Powers, and 
\are capable, and diſpoſed to exert thoſe 
Powers, as we are thoſe which we poſſeſs, 
contrary to the Will of God; but it is im- 
poſſible that God ſhould have left us with- 
out a Criterion, whereby to judge when any 
extraordinary Power is exerted contrary to 
his Will, or not. This Criterion muſt cer- 
tainly be a Conſonancy to the already known 
divine Will. As Cbriſt's Miracles were to 
warrant the Truth of Doctrines calculated 
to promote the greateſt Veneration of GOD 
in the Minds of Men, and for the Improve- 
ment of the Excellency of human Nature ; 
he had moſt certainly bis Power (as he ſaid) 
from the FATHER. 
But CHRIST's Miracles were all 
© a Fiction, an Allegory, and never had any 
© real Exiſtence in Nature, ——Senſeleſs 
Stupidity ! As if ſo many Men that were 
Witneſſes of his Miracles, could in _ 
mony thereof, and of the Truch of what 
they aſſerted concerning him, have unani- 
-mouſly renounced all temporal Advan- 
tages, and expoſed themſelves to all thoſe 
Hardſhips, and, veluntarily embraced Death 
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irſelf, from the Power of meer Delu- 
ton; or that fuch a great Alteration 


could have been brought about in the 
World, as there was, within the two Fitſt 


Centuries after Chriſt, by the strength of 


Allegory and Fiction! This was an Opinion re- 
ſerv'd io be broach'd firſt in our Age; I 
will not, for the Honour of it, ſay, e/pous'd. 

If there were not fomething prodigiouſſy 
corrupt in the Heart of Man, and an utrer 
Avertion naturally in it, to the Divine Life, 
which Chriſtianity was to intraduce into 
the Souls of the Profeſſors of it; it would 
be impoſſidle ſuch mean Shifts and Arti- 
ces could be made uſe of to evade the Con- 
viction of the Truth of it. But it fares with 
Chriſtianity, as Cicero tells us, it did with 
the fineſt Morality of old, to be ſuſpected 
and bated, and that for the ſame Reaſon. (a) 
The whole Paſſage in Cicero is too remark- 


able on this Occaſion, to be paſled over, 1 
ſhall therefore inſert it in the bottom of the 


Page. Were this not the Caſe, were it 
not for that natural Averſion we have for 
that Phyſick, which the Chriſtian Religion 
adminiſters to the Soul, what Reaſpn can 


there be aſſigned for dein A SyIters'thax 


| 3 (a) Quidnam et, Brute, cauſir puter, cur, cum cone 


fermus Exanimo & Corperty, nh .curandi tuendique 
can/a queſits . fit | arr, Deorum immertalium Inventions 
conſetrata; Anim autem Medicina, nec tam deſderata 
for antequam Inventta'; nec fam tults pofteaq m\cogni's 


eſt, ne: tam multis grata & probata, PLUAIBUS - 
in SUSPECTA..&. INV1S 4. Tuſc. Quaſt. Lib. 3. 
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is, in itſelf, and as deliver d to the World, fo 
manifeſtly calculated for the Glory of God, 
and the Good of Man ? What Sabject in the 
World is leſs riſible in its own Nature than 
this? And what ſo ſilly as to laugh in a wrong 
Place? Would light Minds that are not come 
to be quite abandon' d, let but ſome, of the 
great Points enter into their Thoughtswhich 
Chriſt came into the World tp aſcertain, as 
the Remiſſion of Sin, the Reſurrection of the 
Dead, a Fudgment to come, and an eternal State 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, in conſequence of the 
manner in which we ſhall have lived here, 
they would, inſtead of diverting themſelves 
with ſome Incidents reported in his Life, 
of a leſs ſolemn nature, with- hold the Looſ- 
- neſs of their Sentiments, and be lea to think 
that he had very good Reaſons for every 
Thing he did, tho' they may not compre- 
hend chem. 5 | 
Infine,the ChriſtianReligion appears ro me, 
to have been left ro be embrac d and propa- 
gated, by God's Blefling on the Efficacy of bu. 
mane Wiſdom and Goodneſs,in all otherThings, 
burt as to ſome extraordinary Performances at firſt, 
neceſſary to excite the Attention of the World to 
it, and to ſhew its divine Autbority. This ſeems 
plain, to me, from the #eakneſſes and Imperfe- 
tions, which attended the firſt Propagators of 
it, in indifferent Matters, Theſe Imperfettions 
appeared very early; we have Accounts of 
them in the Scriptures. They were very Ho- 
neſt to let us know them, but we make a 
Wo, wrong 
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wrong, Uſe of that Knowledge, to think 


they were not left pretty much to their 
own Conduct, in Matters in which the 


eſſential Truths of Chriſtianity, the Mi- 


racles and Doctrines of Chriſt, were not con- 
cern'd. I don't know even how far this Fal- 


libility might have extended in their Allu- 
Gons or Applications to the Prophets them- 


ſelves. But whatever is to be found of this 
nature, in the earlieſt Chriſtians, or their 
more immediate Succeſſors, it no ways 
impeaches the Univerſal Acknowledge- 
ment of the reality of the Great Mar- 


ter of Fad, in which they were all a- 


greed, and all fo ready to lay down their 
Lives in Atteſtation of. This one Con- 
ſideratien, to me, accounts for all the Diff;- 
culties that ariſe from the State of Chriſti- 
nity in after Ages. Mankind were endued 
with Faculties to judge of che Truth of 2 


paſt Revelation, on the Evidence with which 


it was prapoſed to them, and they were left 
to the rational Uſe of their Faculties in de- 
termining their aſſent to it. Chtiſtianity 
found us Mev, and left us ſo. And there 
cannot be thought on a more proper, or a 


more powerful way, to convince Mankind 


of allAges, of the Reality of the Perſuaſion of 


"inwiſible Things, than by a ſuitable Life and vo- 


luntaàry Death of Thoſe who believed them. 


And had all thoſe that profeſſed Chriſtiani- 


ty in the ſucceeding Ages of the World, 


* 


* 
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continued Chriftians, Neither Mahometanifm, 
nor any Sceptical Deluſion would ever have 


gainꝰd 


ö 
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giain'd ground in 
alas! Where is real Chriſtianity to be 
fund, where is that well-grounded A. 


.-*  rayce Of che »eality of Things that are in- 


viſeble, which, by Our 777 every on 
ok us ought to be poſſeſs'd of? 9 


A Pudes, bæc opprobria Nobis, 
Et dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 


Tis ridiculous to contend for the Truth of 
that by Argument which we ſhew little 
Reaſon by our Lives, to be thought per- 
ſuaded of. And which if we actually 
were ſo perſuaded of, as we ought, would 
ſo lively expreſs itſelf by our Conduct. 
To fay nothing of the Groſs of all Orders 
and Ranks of Men, who tho' Members of 
a Chriſtian Community, live 1n the Indul- 
ence of the moſt vicious Practices, that can 
thought on, a worldly ſelfiſh Intereſt ſeemy 
to have taken Poſſeſſion of many of the ber- 
ter ſort of Men, inſtead of that noble Diſinte- 
reſtedneſs, ſo peculiar to the antient Profeſ- 
ſors of the Chriſtian Religion, and fo natural- 
ly ariſing from the true Spirit of it, But it 
is a very unfair way to judge of the Trath 
of Chrifianity by the Lives of all that wege 
or are bf its ,Denomination, either of, 
preſent or 27 Ages, ſince it was intradiſd 
into the World. But an Okjedgon, tho”. 
very ill grounded, Hatz . 60 WR 
0 commonly ; in the 5 3, UT . I 
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in the World. — But 
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neral have cootinued much the ſame; and it is 
very true, that Hiſtory ſhews us, that inſtead of 
Peace, Chriſtianity bas brought a Sword into 
the World, but it is the Profeſſion without the 
true Spirit of it that has done it. If they 
would judge of the Nature and Uſefalneſs of 
Chriſtianity, let them look into the Authentick 
Records, that give an Account of what It really 
is, or into the antierit Apologiſts for it; if 
they are able; or, if not, they may ſee a 
good Account (tho', I think, not fo good 
as might be given,) what Spirit the an- 
tient and true Profeſſors of it were of, ſup- 
ported by proper Authorities, in Dr. Cave's 
Primitive Chriſtianity, or in Fleury's Mæurs 
des Chretiens, In fine, nothing is ſo ſenſe- 
leſs an Abuſe of our Natures, as to aſſent 
without Evidence, unleſs it be to aſent and 
not to act accordingly. Either let Chriſti- 
_ anity, at once, be given up, or let it be iv d, 
by thoſe who believe it. And as forThbſewho 
do not believe it, I think it very contrary 
to the Spirit of it, not to let them live as 
unmoleſted, as if they did. e236 | 


I hope, MY LORD, I ſhall not be 
thonght, „ er to have employ'd my 

Time in giving a ſhort State of my Senti- 
ments in a Marter of fo great Importance. 
Whatever is defective in it, will, I hope, be 
pardon'd me, on my Promiſe to make am- 
ple Amends for it, in the future. The Con- 
lideration of theſe Things, and what will 
more immediately relate to them, will — | 
| | _ 


ii 
become my very Buſmeſs and Occupation of 
Life. And I though it no indecerit Thing, 
for one ſo much known as I am, to give 
ſome publick Account of the Grounds I went 
on. And I was more particularly led to do 
it, becauſe the Succeſs | may hope for in 
my future Profeſſion, will greatly depend 
on the Views and Metives with which 
I ſhall be thought to enter on it. 
The not ſucceeding in another Courſe of 
Life, will be apt to give but too great a Co- 
lour tothe ſuſpecting me of having mean in- 
tereſted unworthy Views in the change I ſhall 
make. And I think a Man cannot be too 
careful of his Character in any Station, but 
much more in that which I am about to 
embrace. Unqueſtionably the Labourer is 
worthy of his Hire, and he that ſerves the 
Community in recommending to them, 10 
abandon Vice, and chooſe Virtue, to live 
up to the Dignity of their Nature, and to 
Miniſter in Holy Things for them (as if there 
be any publick 1 of a Deity, or publick 
Religion, of any ſort, ſome muſt be appoint- 
ed for this Service) deſerves to be paid for 
his Labour, and for the good he does Man- 
kind, no leſs than the King, or his Mini- 
fters, or than any Man in any lower Occupa- 
tion Whatloever. But as the Lucre only of 
the Pay, or Wages, is a mean End, for a 
Man, meerly, or indeed, primarily, to propoſe 
to himſelf, in any way of Lite, and as every 
one ought, from the Chain of Dependance 
Mankind are iat: together in, to dy 

the 
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the Uſe he may be of to the general . 
munity, in the firſt Place, and the profit or Sub- 
ſiſtance his Service brings to himſelf ſhould, 
in reaſon, only be a ſecondary Confidera- 
tion in his Mind, ſo much more. ought 
he to think ſ in embracing the Eccle- 
fraftical Profeſſion. And did but a greater 
difintereſtedneſs more univerſally appear in 
Thoſe, who certainly by their Callings, 
ought more particularly to be Examples to 
Mankind, in this Reſpect, Religion it ſelf, 
would be a Gainer by it, and would not be 
altogether lookt on with that evil Eye it is. 
Nor would they :themſekves be Loſers. And 
this might very well be expected from 
thoſe that enter into holy Orders, for ſurely 
there are other much more nob/e and weigh- 

Inducements, than. any that can be drawn 
rom worldly Intereſt, to enter into them. 
For in ſhort, what State of Life has thoſe 
Charms in it, as that, where the proper En- 
þ ent of a Man is, to be influencing Man- 
ind towards the attainment of the moſt 
ſolid Happineſs in this Life, and of an eter- 
nal one hereafter, and to be continually me- 
ditating on the greateſt Subjeſts, in order 
the more effectually to do it. On ſuch 
Subjects as have been the voluntary Enter- 
tainment of the greateſt Men in all Ages; 
Subjects that will be ever new, and ever en- 
tertaining, and which will remain to be 
thought on for ever, and never to a Satiety, 
neither bere nor bereafter, The impartial 


Enquiry into my own Nature, Which I haye 
15 | made 


1 
made mention of, gave me the fr Taſte 
of them, and neither the Pleaſures nor the 
' Difficulties 1 have gone through, ſince, have 
made me loſe the reliſÞ of them. That En- 
guiry begot in me, (as indeed I believe a ſe- 
rious one would in any Man,) a great Senſe 


ol the difference there was in Things, Of 


the Nothingneſs and Vanity of human Life, 
and all its glorious Appendages of Riches, Ho- 
tour, and Pleaſure, What can be truly 
great and valuable that is to have an End? 
Or with what Reaſon can we pride our ſelves 
in that Grandeur Which has only the Im- 
perfection of our Nature, for its Baſis ? With 
what different Concern ought we to look on 
that, which will never have an End, and on 
that which 2510, not only, have an End, but 
which we are ſure of enjoying - not a Mo- 
ment? | 
My Lord, had I earlier carried my En- 
quiries into Revealed Religion, and had not 
ſtopt ſhort, as I have mention'd I did, as [ 
have Reaſon to think the fame Inpartialit 
and deſire of diſcovering the Truth, wit 
which, God knows, my Mind has been 
guided in the later Reſearches it has made 
into Chriſtianity, would have produced the 
ſame Concluſions it has, I ſhould, in all pro- 
bability, then, have made Choice of the ſame 
Profeſſion which I have now choſen, to be of 
Uſe to Mankind in. But, as paſt Time can- 
not be recall'd, ſo I hope the Obſervacion 
1 have made of the perfect Vanity of hu- 
man Life, (in the many and different 
| TE Scenes 


e 


Scenes I have ſeen of it, and which have 


be of ſome Advantage to me, and that I 
# ſhall not have reaſon. to think that «//that 
| extraordinary Time I have ſpent oat of my 
Profeſſion has been entirely loſt, when 1 
am once in it. I think my ſelf very hap- 
py in all the Diſappointments I have met 
with, while they have ſo happily concur'd 


able to my Inclination, in the moſt Satis- 


And am only ſorry that the Imparience [ 
had of being ſome way or other Uſeful to 
the World, ſhould have made me give your 
| 1 or any other Perſon, the leaſt Un- 
eaſineſs; for which 1 very ſincerely ask 
jour Publick Pardon. We know very little 
what is for gur Good, and are very often, 
by an unaccbuntable Train of Accidents, 
driven into a Scene of Happineſs, which 
all our reflective Wiſdom could never bring 
us to. This has been my Caſe, and I very 
fincerely thank God for it. 
In the frequent Surveys I have taken of 
humane Life, | have often conſider d, more 
particulatly, bat a wiſe Man ſhould pro- 


ſerve ſome neceſſary End, for the Relief of 
x the natural Wants of Mankind, or for ber- 
EN 8 tering their Condition; andi know no Oc- 


ploy'd, 


not paſt wnatrentively before my Eyes) will 


to the bringing me into a manner of paſſing. 
the Reſidue of my Life, fo perfectly agree- 


factory, as well as moſt rational Manner. 
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poſe to himſelf in living. This I ſaw nei- 
ther was, nor could be oughr elſe than to 


cupation wherein I could have been em- 


D929 65 MH mM 3A wie a we 2» 


61619 
ploy'd, with Safety, to myſelt, better, where 
this End was anſwered, than in this, in 
Queſtion. Tho' I had this End chiefly be- 
fore me in the civil Life I had choſen, yet 
I was not inſenſible what Difficulties I ſhould 
have to ſtruggle with, if I would preſerve, 
what I ever had a great Deſire of doing, 
© The Character, and the Conſcience of an 
* honeſt Man. Tho' it be my Opinion, 
that Political Matters are of a problematical 
nature, and will admit of a very large Con- 
ſtruction, yet | was not inſenſible, that in 
the Progreſs of one's Fortune, ſuch Temp- 
tations might be thrown in a Man's Way, 
as might be too ſtrong for his Reſolution, 
and make him become a Rogue ; for which 
I think nothing can pay a Man. Not to 
mention the State of Freedom, I ſhall in the 
Way I have choſen be in, inſtead of the 
unavoidable State of Dependency, I muſt, 
in general, have been in, the ber Way. 

I mention this, my Lord, becauſe I 
would not have you think, I am exchang- 
ing one State of Yaſalage for another. I 
ſhall, I humbly aſſure you, neither teaze 
your Lordſhip nor any other Perfon to 
heap Living upon Living, Or Preferment up- 
on Preferment, on me. Not that I am ig- 
norant, what a comfortable Uſe may be 
made of a little Fortune, if one had it, in 
any way of Life. But at the ſame time 
as I ſhall not refuſe it, nor, I hope make 
an ill Uſe of it, if it falls in my way, 
and ſhall not be idle = adorning N 
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V ich all the Accompliſhments I can; I hope 


1 ſhall always be of the ſame Opinion I am 
of at prefent, with reſpect to it, never in- 
rempcrately or unworthily to be ſollicitous 
about it. I ſhall endeavour faithfully to 
diſcharge the Duty of the Poſt where. the 
Providence of God ſhall place me, by doing 
my beſt to make thoſe committed tomy Care 
wiſer, and happier, by Exampie as well as Pre- 
cept ; waiting patiently till the ſame good 
Providence gives me Means to make even Ac- 
counts With my ſelf, or with thoſe Friends who 
have ſo highly obliged me, and who, had 


1 had, (What I can very conſcienciouſly now 


call, my Mind is fo much alter'd, be miſ- 


Fertune of) the cen eſpouſal of your Lord- 


ſhips Protection, when you came into that 
high Employment, you {> worthily adorn, 
2-0uld have ftuck at nothing, that was ne- 
ceſſary for my Advancement under it. 


Thus, my Lord, have I done what eve- 
ry wiſe Man would do on a lets impor- 
tant Occaſion, ballanc'd, I mean, my Ac- 
ccunts with the Heorld, which have hither- 
to been in a preity conſus'd Condition. In 
ſtating which, if 1 ſhall be thought to have 
had any particular View to my Own Character, 


1 hope that will be pardoned me, for the 


Sake of the Reaſenableneſ; there was in hav- 
ing it. I am now to begin a new Reckon- 


ing with the World, and am reſolved, by 


the Help of God, not to die in its Debt, 
5 | 


. 

I beg leave to add one Word more, in 
relation to a Caſe of a Gentleman to which 
my 6wn bears à great Reſemblance, in point 
of Circumſtance, tho* I ſhall never think 
I ſhall rival him in Marit. And that is of 
Dr. Donne. Who, being bred at the Uni- 
verſity, and in the Inns of Court, and having 
travelled, had the Protection of the Lord 
Chancellour Elleſmere, &c. and was a Man of 
as great Vivacity as myſelf, after his For- 
tunes had ſtood long at a Bay, at laſt took 
Orders, five Years older than I am, and died, 
what (or the like) J as little defire, as I 
am ſenſible I ſhall ever deſerve to be, Dean 
of St. Paul's. . | 


My Lord, 


I ſhall conclude this long Addreſs with 
a ſincere Preyer to God, (and which I now 
make in Charader) That as your Lord- 
ſhips Eminent Virtues have raiſed you to 
the higheſt civil Dignity a Subject is ca- 
pable of in your Country, on Earth, that 
you may long cnjoy it, to be a Bleſſing 
to it; and that you may in a late, very late 
Old Age, with full Peace and Comfort i 


end your Days. And that your Divine 


Virtues may raiſe you, when this tranſitory 
Scene is ended, to as diftinguiſh'd a Station 
in Heaven, among ſuch as are reſerv'd for all 
thoſe, and for them only, who, in whatſoever 
Rank and Condition they may have paſſed 
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their Lives 1 have, i a pot 


nour and Immortality, With this moſt fin. 


4 cere Pays. I moſt humbly ſubſcride wn # 
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Qui datus, 
Juſſit, & humans, qua parte locatus or in Re, | 
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